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Li-;rrER xi. 

Froyf the Z.narinilla, to IMaanchirfa. 

Pit A IS r, to VaViuTtrJ. uuder" llic guidance 
of vdioje 'potent artri"f.chold’ thy triend, 
^surrounded by the uillowN of. th- 
ocean. 

The most §nbliine o’^)rcts alonc'present 
thenr^elves to my vietiA. Above is t'he 
.,'.zul*e'canopy of heavtp, in T^mh “ tiie 


VOL. u. 


A 



<j;ol<l-cniwi)c<t oK H).' fiTmainnit ad 

valu es the slaiu^rt^ of l/s/'i ighltie^aiui 
witliout ri\al or'eofli|>i_I,!'>'•, enjoys the soli- 
lar\ grandeur of iinjieijal stale. i>V/ea is 
the ixiimdless e.xpansr of walcrs, the *on- 

t * * ^ * * 

gregated waves ofwhieh, lijsi; h irV-.duel's of 
bouie great re|)uhhe. alternately vi .e '’ito 
the majesty power, and letire jnio l|ic 
peace ol ohseiirity 

J'Voni the hci.evolence and ■friendship of 
('aptain (irc\, I reeeivcil every assislanee 
in preparing for niy vovag'e. and jirocnred 
evfiy ueeessarv tliat could,'rfid to its. coin- 
foi l. I lia'e.e also from hiu. htlcs lef in!'’'' 
d.'icli-. ni to liis fri,ends» willi a sketch of the 
cKaiae'v,i Qk'caCu , su (lial 1 sjiaii lave llic 
ac^.ianUV. '’ of a/sorl of prc-ac(|uainlanre ir 
a kind of sttrangeis. Fr«m Morton, I have 
rtyeived letters for his inotlivr' and sisters, 
aeeoiuililliied by, j some vrduahle presents 
wiiicli the gcneTOi'is hand of firey enabled 
him to pfhyure for^thein. 



Diis N oting- I’.is rapii! pio 

ni tiiv t'sS.'.i'm ; !iii> .iniiul .iccin*-. turwu'c* 
ioi' i III’ rcsi<[ciH’'j or yjl i ii(;; iioi’i.iV 
ii'aaoii *io appiclH'Ut! .that Ihc InaadsTroiij^ 
pasbiojis ol you III ill v-ver. Ivf able l,o dris^e 
bcr'Hi'.yir.'ijcV ,s*a( 

Jf lia\r iiol ibi'<rotlcii ilic ‘ister of my* 
fVIcud, ilie loiii^ laiiu'nleal . I'or liei 

1 lia\t' nuidc .1 sclcx'!iiHi of \vlia«a\'(.a' I 
c'ljiild !)«.• aedt'plablf^ anil I lie itii'a 
o'f picsi'ntino- il in ^ic'ihoi/, jlii.ids oical fir-' 
iig'liL iny iiujiil - “.k-o-closs; *to whom, as 
wei’i. aslb ni_y' other sfi vauts,, 1 o:i\t' liio 
liberty ol^'ioitnilng lo Kultajsci, so e^i 
iR'slh eutreaU'(V«'i- leave t^'acioniuain mp, 
t liat ly.-onseiUeil' .yjo) ,:d.so, irt tlicu'/lvyu de¬ 
sire, have itejit two man.’ <>i'my 
all of whoTiC yi’iiices "I iijid vjery usctui to 
me ill tins 4l_^ atiiig-'eaatle ; where, in .ypitc.* 
ol'every ))re,e;rul ioil, I e/ojifess, in.iny killings 
Olii-..,, .iisgirsting tiTdeiTcaev, and ablioticuL* 
to the i."!ee feeliifg.s.of propiiety,. 



1 wa;> aocosni'ani^'U to slyp !n t iscjj 
All,lion,' and sonic-older I’l^ends, w!io have 
dr-.! inaii'.slK'd Lhe.'iiscb.td R’ tlicii purl icidat 
kindness to im-. I^a.'u t'^yojier, wild h’kS 

it r 

ecccntnc as ii(j i.s, would not .suft'ci-,iiie to 
depart wiIliotil som.e'token otj tik;.'Jptpu .s.--. 
Ik hroup'lit nte a cap lined v,iit}i i.lie 
fur, winch liy told me would be of .servict 
in the cold climate I was about t<i cri 
countCi. 

'The pang of,leo-ret; penetrated my iuari. 
when 1 bade the last hucwtjU to aliii- 

abi c-lnciulsj bvit when the sbjp \va> put iit 
nvotion. aiul^ I saw those blc.'^-.ik.'-'iy'.s, “ thf 
ki'ouied seals ()•: tip' fiptdk-if India, ’ recede 
froin.n-jY.jSight,* my.dicai;1,.grew i’ainl j.vitliiji 
me, pihd'.'pll^ niy yhil jsojihj’ wa.s insmiieien' 
to r^^-invigorple rriy .sinkin^^ comage. 

Si«tkness in a yiio.^l Rme ttsjik from me 
The -power of thinliing. I hace''“5tt.T.'r.cd 
under it ;-c sev'erely, that I have'hitherio 



been un:ilj^ Itfcnjoy :he 'society of niy tel- 

t s ' ' ‘ 

low'passengersX the'fetiiale part of whom 
are stih OMijknjd to'(lidr apartments, J)y 
tfte cnicjl.cffects ()f,f]iis'se;j nausea, the mo.?t: 
intpii^a!)lc of^ali diyas'i's !*/l*])on the (•iiar 
ter-'\tk' i‘ haVe itlet the Imsband of one ot’ 

rtic.ee ladie.s,’ who'was-of-. 

ill wJileh stati^i lie aei|iiij»e(1 a fort tine,. 


which, *thoLigJi not tire tenth of the sum 
that a Mus.siilnian- ftewan would Jiave ac> 
(jffu'cd, will, I am told, sifflieic nl t6 give 
liiin tlisthietioii in'liis ouiT eoiintry. '/lie 
coinmaiiijer of''the sh'ip, thoiigh among his 
mgn’ he ajijitsrs Ijke a lion ot' the, foeest, is, 
to hi^ pa«*.'ifgtrs gentle as Uitsdeci' of Hic 
mountain. I h:lvc-s*alref.dv*-i)een m4.ii;Lkii!- 
debtci; to^ jii.s po'iilei'i'ess and ei J 

have tjie same ackn(iwl,‘il,g”w';vf to'iiiakc 
to llie siirgeoij,* itl^j'oimg man, •wliose (>uick 
and penelraeiHg eye gaves l!ic promise o’"' 
genius, and disecsume'nl" 



'Fimv, llial oical' I’liysici:’*!!, kit 

.soiii(> (Irsriee *Vei-om'ilc(! on"’"’ NtomacliS f;' 
t]i(' iuo1)on*(»^y tlie vessel/ 1 liave haei ihe 
pleasure ol' bein«' in! roduee'l to’the lair 
cinDpaiiioii.s (rf ouV wlio are three 

in iiu'inbei. 

I’he lirst, is’ the wife <h'I'ht De’vaii ; hei 
Jt'aiuu's are legulai, but kjo Kisipid, tfKjt 1 
slViuJd iKil d’aij tci proueuiife^'hvi eipially' 
•■.'■'sense aild !fei'm'rp^!**w:!s it riot f'ui 'the 
uruuni^'l atieetHu: stfe rcinees, lovvafds llie 
ai arad err’akeu. whieh site carries to as ex- 
ai'vd a lieiLfht as aii\ he"iTi.'y of Cunimow. 
'Sui'.'oimded by Fafrots, Lory'.-. Maecaws, 
sm.jt Dogs, FcAkiu CV'^s, i\Ioiikeys 

ot (‘’\ ery descrijilion, she seems attrae'i'ld 
towards dhein by a nij^teiious. sympatl/y 



while, if’ her lingiikl eyes arc cast towards 
•. * ' * 
any'of the coa\|jariyj it is only to e.xjAcss 

the lauj^ua.<»c_,f)f5dis(Jaiie 


Nf/twithstiyuliug piV adyw^l^ation ol'tllk.- 
aniis'ikT'|/roti\c'trc^LS ot^ riie In ute crc^ilioit, 1 
Janfiot f)cl]) ■ Vcclifig a superior di gice of 
pleasjirc, in coiHeiu]dating Jilt; unaffected 
charms,* and .unassuming loveliness of a 
Vt'iing widow ;'tlv-' beaut} _oJ‘ whosV conn-,, 
ifjranec is" sliaded, thons^h |iol coin'ealed, 
hV the ' cil oi' .-«.)i'*'(iw, *'H*ii'ii.st besiowTno-' 
on her ffjherk'.^.s babes tlie siTft caresses of 
miifcina! li-Kderncss, I have ob^iT'i wed thc^ 
teaiAvh:«4 hb^teued on the sdfen fringe'of 
het' line black eYes',>,mint«Idtl with li'c^i^ijcs 
of teXlcr eymj)laLency 

• I’etwixt thif knly and her luisband, at an 
early peribi* »f life, a'uuilual attachmene 
bad taken place* Prud^ice could itol at 
fiVat time sanction tb.cir. union ; krt^'in u. 
c'ounlry* where, fux'uiv has fiSet^ hei jcsi 



dencc, it l)t’cojnt*5 difficult |to procure tiie 
icb ol'exisieuct, and. without llfe.sc, 
how wotikl H.nian answer/falls of an 
kilaiit tainily/ The affectioi' ofthf.se iover.>, 
al U'ligth, Iritc^iphed over e\:yry difiicully ; 
the gei;lleman wokC to Tud^p, in 

process of Inde, he waj? piifV.ioted to‘lhc, 

-- of -, and '/> sooner fo*^'iid 

liiinself in a situation tf) support family, 
,than he elainu^d the promise of his betroth- 
cd britle, who, < tlwowing a.side llie timidity 
of her sex, amf unprotected, save by tie 
modest (ligintV of virt'iu', iicdrly bry.Ncd tlie 
j,nconveny;neie.s ;uid iiazards of' an Indian 


voyage. She was received .t’-anr,i)or1 
by, her,, anxiousI'y expevr^HT^ lover, whose 
lia)).pinc^ was eompleleth'by Uieir {mme- 
diate,union. .Their’s^'was not that transient 
glow, of joy, wh'ioh, like 
hloud of morning, \amshes whil,e gazed on; 
it was permanents as jinry. iiach met in 
cach'uhe eidighte«ned companion,’ the wT-. 
adviser, the ‘ faithful Ifiehd. IkiY, alas! 



while fondlii looking, to a dong- period di' 
feliciUy, the stu^kc of* death suddenly <1(> 
strcncd the^ f;dj', lui!, •fallLtcioiis’ j^tospeel. 
1 will, peiJiap;^ tliink I)iif‘^(Uifcixni!y 
of her, av1k>, in ^ich ciiT-Hin?rt;j«^ce.s, wouWi 
pt'ise\ C '’'''!0 fnfserving^t'e ;— iitil it js the 
(CU'^toiii of’ he'f'^iatJv»)u ; And M)c perljaps 
i/nagiiu's, that sht' yia}- a.s ell'cefiurliy evince 
her regaial to the nunY'v of her hushand. 
Irv devoting herself t(j UiV vary and ednea- 
tio^iigif lies oliiltiren, a.s if slie^iad niingled 
herfaslie.s with hi.s.! 


I'hive lind’ho} s look nj) to her fonjiro- 
tecliou^ ao4 "srlueady begin to, benelit bv* 
her instructions. Tr.civ ijanv'teent vive-eo. 




ihough^i source of aniUNCinenl to most (vf 
the party, is a great anivA ruice to the nnsn- 
keydoving ilibbyo vebo declares, tJiat “of all 
the odious torynunls of a ktng voyage, that 
of being teizcd with the hoiSe of childrert is 
t]'''-!,vorst.'’ ■ At the sound oJ her voicC)''tTie 

rites 



1(1 


s>ecin to ratify t^ic (icc-'iaration of ihcir fair 
benefactress; whHsf tlie andJively 

niece oKthc.Dcwan..vasts,Uiwanis llie niaiiv 
coknired ojjfeds -oY’ lieii- aurit’s_ atfeett 
sfteJ) an e\^? 4 -ssivt''g-!anee,’^is secni>> to say 
they arc almost as'ftu/. 

Of tliis^ \<inn,!^ lad} X'^'an say liitjc, l)«| 
that she appears pay and pood b.niiioiired. 
The surpeop, iirtlced, .from wlioni I liavc 
al! my iiddijms? I ion respectin'" my fcjjow 
\<)yap<’rs, tcii!s”iiie‘, iIuiIhsIk- had been h)ot:eyh(. 
to India by her uncic, in -ordeiyjo be. mar¬ 
ried ' tortile gentleman who-.,Ms to snceccd 
'iiini in Ins'appointment , .tJUa!, ■•on tlu'„ 
from-'J'atro|)tJf'T mutual alfcctiou 
laid ihkeu nlace between hei. and^r young 
vottary'of JMckslfeec,* who must obtain 
tlic smilesr ol ''the gotl^ss, before he can 
procure tlie hand of his. ipistrcss. llei 
unble, in the fneau wbde,"insists on lici 


Fwtui'if. 



leturn to Europe; and from the hilarity ot 

• • *' 

her ct)untcnaueiy 1 slx'aihl not sujjpose ifie 

/h'.appointm.cMt^U! have.eiilt-rctl.de/ply into 
i‘n.7 heart. 


■A sad hustle ha>-iiisl .\ake.!ifi)lace. One 
of^'the lilllc‘l)(< 5 '.s haviny’bfen allured into 
the yreal cabin, itv The coim'e.d liicks of a 
iMarinoset, was iTttaeked i»v a hun;e r)al>ooiij 
oiie.oV the lieicest animals in iMrs *—*—'s 
Collecttoa.'^'Iiis’crics soon gave the alarm* 
everyone flevv to the p!iee*’from wh^^ie/ 
they issued.^. No deseriptum c'm gi\e aii>y 
,idca of the confused sccnc which' follow, 
ed. The voice of T 'e sofli’erer wAs soon Ibst 

I • 

in universal iiproar. The screams of the 
ladie.s, the chalter'^'u^ of iffe iiioilkcys, ^he 

of tilC* to SU\* liolll 1 l.'-o (ff tilt- 

squalling of.the parro'ls and maccavVes, made 



altogether siu-h a noise, thab the Ihundev 
oi' the contCMuiing Hcmeiits couhl sairceiy 
, Jii’vc h^itn hearrt in .it. Wl^CR peace was at 
lengtli re.s{)/c(l, an‘d ihel littfe hoy, whvy,--e 
was sa{/l5:"toi1i’ jiad^ l)^ni coniri’ittcd to 

I } __ 

llie care of the surgeon; tli^i l^ewais^venlur- 
ed to remonstrate with.hisftair jSarInvr, on 
the mnnhei<c., and bad^ hcliaviour of her 
favourites. It was a/tendcr.poinU; the very 
mention of dt, rtiirngK managed with the 
utjnost gentletifss, thre.w •'mi' into a pa 
roxj'Mii of rag'd;’ wliic.h at length terminated 
iii a flood of tears. In truth, thfve aj)pear- 
ed to me in these tears, so nVucli more of 
jra.ssion than-of tenderne.ss,"ttiatJ'ec'jild not 
tlieni as Miy ornament to the cheek 
of'ieauly ! Perliaps you may hianit^ my in- 
sejesihifity, and jotfstow more nnhonnded,., 
achniratioii onlliis ben^’olenl woman, who 
generously prefers tlic wellaed and liappi- 
nesk of her tail(HI' and feathered favourites, 
lo’^ t'l.e |>eace and comfort of iier hushat: Lg 
and whose' lieart expifnds, with inore livelv 



yrtVclioii, ioi;thc‘ incapesl Lij)e(l in lit i' 

j)os.sc%sio)i, tha.i’ I’oi tliu orphan clhid o! aiir, 
IVicncl on carlli. 

intel[io-encc i^^jnst inc of oyi_ 

liavin^ -o.ft! aniilhor.in fir^ roai! of "Madias. 

I wyll iVoin lljUaiQ- .vond \'o*i llfis lottcV. 
Mav'il (iiul roil'in Ihe j)0.s‘>t’.s.si»n o{’ tlu 
hicsdno-s ol'. iift, ■ lu'altl! and trarnjwil- 
fiy! ^\dlai can .1 ‘ ay ■ 



)4i 


LETTER X*?.!. 


Til r, (lay after I coucliuled my cpistic 
from Madras,* we u'unied on board our 
ship, and the nuyning- foiiowing weigher! 
anclior, and jh^O(j‘ec(ied on^ou.!' voyage, m 
‘companv with- niany Jhiating fortresses of 
suj)Crior shx', sent Ijy tlughing of^,England 
to pi'oheet the tied of the (.apj..j>any„ The 
•gentleman who 1 mentioiiiai to yoy in my 
.last, j)iovcs iwdecd a valuable aerpiisition 
to. our soeiety. He, alas! returns to bis 
country, 7wt loaur*! with the riches of India, 
byt possessurg. in i^iis mind a treasure more 
desirable tlian any w’eallh can purcliase. 
ll js from the stjeer of worthless prosperity", 


* Which letter rhies not appear,—and supposed by 

*he,Editoi*ito have been'lost- . 



lixins the coiiUinu’ly of.Huccrisful pride, lhat 
IMr I,ieloiiiuii(l.’u'oes !»> .hide his ndsi’or- 
tunes in the njjlivi(nis .sjiade, ol" rfciijfenicnl. 

0 0 * ft 

' ■ U'lieii the tVwwiis oi' l((etiiue'e.’,y excessu’c, 

'• • ... 

and luitvan endeavours ;fre n>%- ed in vai)^ 

when' huV in* !l*e wildi'-Miess ean eonddrt 

^ • * • 

he ioiwid Idr a uiaii e)l sensd^ildv: Such 

an <"ne is Deloniond , unahle to struggle 
with fhe ^enipesl.uou»,’gales of adverse for- 
■feme he dc'ehius the 'efiite.st. I'he'pride 
ot jaltails, .tnd^he eonseioysne'ss of recti¬ 
tude, may, he lliijnk,s, ’stipjarrl liini in soji' 
lude'.'. liV.'ugli hu.has found’ froiit his expe- 
rieme, that ;!'.ev are tVecpienlly an oI):it;lclc 
to atl\«pieeinei<f in tlie world:, the ])athi 
that_ leads 1o fortune, tf^o •often |)as.siug/ 
through the narrow defdes »sf meanness, 
which a man t^f an exit^^ed spirit-caifnot 
stoop to trea'd. 


The manly olegi^ncc wjkl) whicli Nat^ire 
has endowed this Sail), togeJ,her witli ;\u air 
of dignitj' .jyhicli marks his whole, deport- 



3iu jil. r(innn:i^i(i^ ’ Uio .'idinicatioii ol’ the 
whole p:uiy; even (he h/dy.of llic Dcwati, 
re!axii>y^ i'lujji ,i!u' liaughlv languor of her 
usu;ti eoiiWesccud.'? to address Jjim ■ 

V ilii the rf^wosf- eivililys, and though her 
inisLako as to his/'-oeing irf fortiaic, 

wdiicli, fVoih his appeioauce, she had iiatu- 
raily eoiu’luded liiin to he, was soon recti¬ 
fied, slie could not divest heojclf of the 
res|)cclful deference which his inanifc'L 
superiority so , justly claigys. She sohic- 
linies, indeed,.'When, he is not juesciit, 
wonders 'fi'liat peojiic o\' jtn J'ortrhc n'leah, 
by assuming the airs of (juality? 

_hi the conversation of Delomond and the 
beautiful widow, I have spent many dclight- 
fnl“hours, d’heh^hst possesses a rich mine 
of knowlqdgeV froln whicli I expect pure 
and genuine information. The latter is not 
less sensible, almost equally well informed, 
lively in her ideas, and mtire ciuiek in 
her discernment; but, at the s’ame time, 



■''O niotlesl and mias.su'mintr is this loveh' 

woman. lliul/I am .somttimrs af a los-, 
■”~*v 

M’liic/i to adjiiire nios!, - ilje j)eIicyTjou _ot 
her liiidorstauajin”-, or her ui‘;rmis(aoiismcss, 
ot its syperiority., 

'Dh’ indrsposit ion of ihesc t\\»o inlcUlgc’ni 
coin'|.)anioiis, has i’or soiiu; davs tk'piiv- 
cd mo of iheir voeiVl'y ; ami 1 sliould ha\'c 
>l>e‘en at a great loss liow' lo tiispose of my- 
s(’i|>had it ucjL'hCen for tljegoodness of the 
ifieceof t])e ])e\v'ap,'who jn)!!! her owil 
lihravy .'"jppliefl jjie with a'fmui*t>f instruc¬ 
tion and amusement. 

'fh^s young lady 1 have.lately discovered- 
io be a < 2 ,reat lover of books; of whicli "-lie 

lias by far tnc iiiost nun/rous collecLiofi oi' 

• • , * « ♦ 

any person on board. . Ihit' it js not sur- 
])rising, that I should nerer have suspected 
lier taste for literature. ' one could ]^os~ 
siidy find it out from diey conversatieei, 
which alwiiys turns upon the nK),‘ft trifling 



sul)icc!s. Notiljist;ii!<!iii<i,' llu' kiiowlcdge 
sin- PI list (loul)tlcss l*ia\ c ar<j*uii'0(l tVuio t!io 
nutoIx-'h (if bouks ,sJu’ lias rQid, stio is so, 
• moiic.st as'|>'<'N'r (« iitici; a-st-nbinciit bc- 
\\>n<l \ iilgHif^:)hs..'i'V;ili()n,K nor to ;tttcnii>t 
making- use oi’ reapon' uponranj occa¬ 
sion wh.iU'Ccr; so that a jicison ’it'ubl 
easily believe her mind to be still imniciscd 
in the dcjitiis of ignoiam o. 

In the valuafde eollectctn o.- 'biogTa()liy, 
'\viiii ii this yoimg- lady kindly submitted to 
my perusat* •the tirst book .jJiat altrrtctcd m\ 
aUenlipn was “ the llistoni of a Xohlc- 
\na)i bii.t I soon ionndi ^thaj, the word 
■/;i,s7cry has moi-e» meanings in the hniglish 
hwouage, Ihm that which is given to it in 
the*' Dictionary. :^lt rs thcKf said to be, “ a 
narrative (.if events jiml facts, delivered with 
dignity." Hut the history of this iilusLrious 
nopleinan, coii%stcd ()f nothing more than 
ii'feg' letters w|itten in the days of juvenile 
folly, (wv the subject of love !-;-^lndeed, I 



t an'nol imagine \v!t.y surfi fmmatiirc p-,,. 
■tiiiciioiis siioypreservt(I .it 'ill. 
;u)(l le.'js cau*^ c'.>iiceivc“ iVir '.Vila! imi- 


» ' • * 

po.se iliey, arv giycai lo-lhc \(a»j(l, to \vhoii>, 

the ojjiiiiou which a. yt)uu-g yiaii eliterta^iii- 
oi' tlie iiiijiavaireled bejiaty ol liis nusiLressii 
coniiplexh'in, 'can siireiy lie <M’ \eiy little 
conse(]ue!iee. Other liistorie.s I fouiul writ- 
leii in t]ie iiiainu i 'Act- inenioir.s; these arc 
^said to contain.the live.s oi‘ illustrioirs per- 
-sTnV-vge.s, wiaosifVrt'aines adorji* the title page. 


It appears eiay t-tivinge, that the li\e.a o’f 
these ireal pei;,ionages srioiiKr*ahouinl in 
ineick'iits so .siniilaiy an uecouiiL of,one wiU 
ser\’e j;,o giye yan an idea of tlie events tluA, 
haveMiecurred in lifty ia.wi«iies, whose li-is'- 


tories I have alieady read. 


it generally liappens, that a,nohle-horn 
infant, is dc'crtcd hyitsdpnd parents, :>nd 
expoi.ed to the c^re of. *-hanee, and ^'thc 
liinnanity of strangers. forUiiuvii^ 

!oundliiig.sl never fail* to he adoptee! hy the 



iirst person who lakes them up, and as these 
HIV :i/\i ivs jicoplc <?( '/orJunc,, they ivct'ivc 
from llieiT hoinity aiuerlucation.. every way 
saitabie to their rca/ rank. A.? soon as tije 
yoiing- irol)lemaii attains the age ot’ina|.ihi!oti, 
Jie- falls ill love w»;:i the (iaugliler of bis 
benefaelor, a* circumstance vviiieh in\., ■ (s 
the loving' pair in tjie (lce|X’st miserv. At 
Icngtli, a period is pul to their misfoi tunes, 
by the disciivcry of the rert/ jiarents, antb 
tlie young lord"js admittcilvto arh the onivi- 
leges of liis Older. Y<)u may now perhap.s 
expect tharihe lii.s/on/ shot,i,l<l hccoiuc more 
interestjng and important, and be curious 
tv) hear how the young nolfcvman co,itducls 
himself in lii.s'iicw station; wdiclhcT, tlic 
experience Im has had of life serves to ex¬ 
pand his bcneiolfnce, to^invigorate his 
intellectuaf powers, and to render him a 
mere worthy member of that, august tri- 
buiy.d, in whiclkis 'cohcentralcd the .illus- 
tiYius mass of hereditary virtue? As to all 
ihesc pqints you must eoiitent y'onvself to 



rrinni)) iji ijrnnnwct. wii)) the oi 

the hero, thcV/rai,,-:// of his Jifc cuiirlotic.-.! 

I.’roni IJiis ctrciunslancf, aiui, I’dcctr 
fioTii flu' who^c; IciKrt' of tlicsc hooks, it 
aj)p('-,ij's es'idcnl, t,hal witli iheso ishitultis 

iinina<;c- is a c'l'itaiii ()a.ss|)ort: to nc\'cr faih< 

» 

ill”', f.nd iu'\cr-fa(l:;^ig- hlissi A stale nearly 
icseinhlirig lliaL (livjne- ahsorplion /if llic 
s.'hI riesfr.ibcd hv, our 'i o<*ec's, which eu- 
Hi“»']v^c\chit':s''(he carcS ;tiid conec'rns ol’ 
life, a 1^1 in whioli'tlie mind ^s wrapt in a 
deli.iium of pcaltcf, and uninleirupted feli¬ 
city Happy country ' vvliere iiic ])Tudcn(rc 
^iid fifeiity oi*t 1 ie, wumien of high rank, so 
plaink' twinci' llie care llTaf Is lieslowetl on 

' t 

tlieir instiiu;tjon, and wduuavthc j'huy learn¬ 
ing, and.morali-ty of tlw men, is on!}’ t« bt' 
eiiLialled hy their iminility.! 

J will not coneeal tnfln you, that in 
these trutj and faithful pictures of tho><> 
manners an;! moral’s of Ijhc people of I'^ng- 


i 



land, I s,f(> Tiiuch that iijipears to me extra, 
ordinary, and ineoTnprel’rru'-idle. Here, it 
:''sr,'l l)v our ()li';l.'>so|/h('rs, lliat, “in l1ii\ 
fife (coniiionnded of' gcotl and edil) “ siek- 
and lic.-sith, oj ulcnee and caiaiuit}, 
friiilio'.i and disa|)j)o!n1nu‘nt, aie i)ound uji 
togeijicr; Ihti.s crcnj ifun^ is fn oiluvcd ’ailh. 
a (<,w]nnnon ichich slii/ll r'cs/rci/ it." iJy this 
.scheme of tilings, the. wounds of 'aflliction 
are ever wilhia the reach'of some corded 
liahn, wliieh. if it docs not -''eal, may at 
least ser\e_lp alk viale its anguish.' Wliilc, 
in the pinesl ciij) of feliciiy, is mingled sucli 
i^artieics as niay serve to remind the inmlal 
to whom ir is |)rcsentcd, di' the sahlunary. 
sdmec from wiieiice it flowed.—In England, 

I 

on ri.j..contrary, (if 1 am to believe these 
■histories) hapjhne.ss and nnscry a.m known 
oiiK III I'Mremes ; tlieie, the tide of adver- 
.siii sels in wilh'sneh destiuel've fury, ihat 
the liare recital of the unheard-of calamities 





•\jt occasion*, is sufficirnl 16 ineil 1iic liankst 
liVaiit ! Nor^l^vlicn •llic ilocui ol furK.iK. 
coinc's, is the lorrcnl, ol’ ]i);fisj)(Tity \\ im li iL 
])ro(ln*c'*s./lc^s (;xtraoi'(iinar5 aiul ahia/ing.'' 

In ils i,i"<i.stlcss carcci, ex <'ry ohstacic lo h,;4^- 

♦ *' 

piiifss is* Ijiokcn doww,' 'I Ik' uikU m'ia iiig 

liiislkiiinr, •thrrrTTri t'alher, anihlhc ii'.aliciou.s 

• 

aiuu, arc all carried oil’ liy dcalh: 'vliile 
riches, lumours., Alu's. line cloliies, aiul 
spolless character, cihnplete tlic Vclicily 
<5t -.'lie beafltil.Vd‘'’‘an(’l lo'viru?; pair, \vhi> are 
dVsigiity~r(r he p\(;i udielnied in this scji (if 
])!iss. 

. I’Voni the «vtliority of tliesc auikciHii 
vienion’.s. it apjjcars, !hat i^iw/iage ia I’inajiui 
is iicxer contracted hut fitmi llic nMfsl'pi.irr 
and disiiiltTcsted niolix’es. Kvery }^'an!i; 
\eoinan wlu) is handsome and ac^'oinplislied, 

however hendiie lier iiir'di, or small her for- 

0 

tune, is ihere tertaift of pitractiiig ihe^ove 
and atimiralion of numhers of the high.est 
rank in tS.e •comnuiiwty. \\ liai a glorious 
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encouraoTTncnl is^ licicl- I’ortli to the fcnialtb- 
of li.j|'py inland: u'h()_ iie Lujifi 

indeed nol [o jic’xcive, llinl it is their rmii 
(tjis/niaci/ aiu! /(Ihi, l1iat alone ea a jK)ssiiii\’ 
jiiiMiil llieir .id'-aacenu'iil to the \-er\ 
'aoiniiit of i'eiie'l V ! - 

i'oi sue}; iiilly and ohstinaev, whencvei 
il a \eiy |)eciili,i and exliaordinary 

jaiuisinnenl la-.sci'ved, ,lftc'r a lew eeavs. 
spenl, a^ it is yciuaalK 'i.s-Iie\'-;,‘d, iu >’ain 
fCjOcnIance, and lockss I'-yicl, llie\ all at 
once. wlUifait a.iv ext-ej-.iitni'i in favour (if 
virtticy ^inei il, usclul or onianiental aecoin- 
Jdi^hnK'nl^, uixlergo a eeita'in .sIran<je and 
i!ieoni[)rel)en^d)l‘',. 1 lansfonnalion, and, de- 
eoi>i(!'\v haf is ieinicd Oj.n Mahjs. I’rom 
all tliat .! l]a\e liilficrto lieen able to learn 
of .these, creatines, the Old Maid is a sort 
ol' venomous annual, so wic.ked in its tcin- 
[icr, and so inisqjiievous in its disposi I ion, 
th.it one is surprised that its very cxisi- 



slioultU be lolcruied in a civili/cd 
yoeiclr. 


At Ti'ii Jiaviu”'-s])(\iil many days in ihc 
yiudv ol' ihosi- aulhurs. se^ \ya);in!y rceom- 
airtub.d i<\ llnT I>ii)l»y;,T[ lic<>an loap- 

preiicndyflial tboii^li to more cnliylilciUMl 
minds, they mit^'id’doa!)tIt'ss'|)r('(\ e a source 
of inslruclioii and deliglil, they \vric» not. 
sufficleD.d^ a(iap>'il to my weyk .capacil}', 
lo aife^d any recoin pence j'<r!^lie timesju^Hi 
in Uieir perusal. Never lieforc dfd mf. 
Jiearl refuse its sympatliy lo luimaii misery; 

but the ilistrcsses of tlie Lady Ilaia iots, an<l 

• • 

tlie Lady LharloIJics, wiiich. called ibrth tl>e 
ovcrllowings of* coippassion in the brea.sts 

of tlicir fair 'correspondents, .were (if a na- 

.1 

ture loo retii!d(l and'delicate, to Ia; discern- 



ablr to niiv, >civc the microscojjic oye^yf)< 
.Ib.iiiijicaii ■'faMliility ' 

The ehanoV; wine!), ac’eonliX'r to tJicse 

'-9 ♦ . 

■ast'e wrileiH of-’ n<f\ els has lakeii, |;laee in 
■ fiujiiau nali'ire. neist ka^■e a^ sudden 

r/s il :ij>i>cni', iniaet o.'/id.nDe In ll:cJ:i\s 
oi'tlicii Lotat dramalic poet, ///e CaLuhts af 
il, was ■••ei'ta/'idy-unkiiovvii ; in lii.s, 
nwT'U'ii} <!elineal lOns of’ iJie jjassmiis, il i,- 
e\ ei \ wliei'ca’g.iuJ'at (o .-ry ptoroti the-sunu;: 
and f rom a peiaisal of . Ins works,'-{.nie would 
he teinpfdii t<l ini i<> iuo,,-f nol wi t lisl anding- 
the ,(i'idence ol’ lliesi' (tuthoitw iinifioirs to 
llie (onl.'arv') that. thou-jiVi inainij'is may, 
■d'd'er, ;ind loeri? cusloins fall info oh'ivion, 
.t'lje flails of k'nidred likeness, which ihe 
Creator lias been fileased to impress on llic 
great faniil\- of the human race, may, by a 
diseerning eye.,'be traced tlirongh every 
chine, and in e»ci'y jferiod of its existence! 
How otl’ierwisc should tltc immortal Calidas. 



Vv'V)flourisheTl two thousand years and 
bind ol Ens^wid, wild was eotcinporarv 
will) Aekbai'^ teach tliV h^art-lo vihi.ate 
with JIh‘ sauK'Virsatiyns^ tlic Saeoniala of 
the (iiie,* and the ' )esd( jho'na of llic olliei,' 
•<Sj.'eak .lo near!)'!Ill's;iine*)ano-iia!>'e, i]);i.t did 
I iiol ^>vlic\c llw syHil'dt' ihc Indian poet to 
hav4i been !oni>' a’'sori,ied hi tlie ri'i’ion.s of 

uhl^lly iinaoinc^ that 
wlIS*..-under the name 

i • 

1 umfJi.safed to en- 
he.Llen a/ni di\erl ihf world ! — it is at lea^t 
csideiit, ilial ll/y have ho^li eopied from 
.llie i,anie original—f'/?i7oo;yh/«', crcrki^lhi^ 
A (tlnrc^-'h 


^l'( lieily, I tdiould iindil 
rt wast'^nidas hin’;,sel/ 
i) f ,*S li.-d. • 1 -i';i ".gai 1 


I’alidas, lltr.ccletnitcd dnyfu'lio of Iiiilitt., 

»l)iiiiiislR‘(l, acTordins lo Sir Wiiliaiti Jones, in ihe*tir.st 

eenUiia lield,ie Christ; he was one of the^niue men ,of 

"eniiis, coiinnonly called ll!e ^iiv’ G(ms, who everc fa- 
• / * 
'vonred with lhc^>atronage, «nid.s|deiididlj sn|)))ortei| by 

till’ i)ounly of \ icrainailifjcs, a Monarch einineiill) dis- 

liiignished hv ’is taste for literature*—See tiie preface 

to Sir William So'yes’s translation* of Savuhtdln. 



A c]nsm of niaiiv n'ceks lia‘')raken nl ire 
hi mv jounuil. Afi!:.! Miun J iiook 
|o write it, 1 was iio! iiwarc of the icdious 
iniilonniiV of a sra toxa^c. I>ut l'hony;h 
void of iucidont, the scene has not d<‘cn 

- ’ ' j, 

dcslitutc of iiisli' icli/n. ’ j- 5 v tiiiu', aiui in- 
creasmg,- ndin'cc/, t,/c characters ot iny 
companions iiov'c heen h ' ac j'linv-dcvcioj)- 
C(l. The lirst sketeir that was ohawn by 
tlic liasty pcnl-il of ima'^ination, I confi- 
dcnlfy pronounced to he a sinking like¬ 
ness; but very diiferenl aiow a|*w’ars the 
jtici'ure lliat x'fJs been delineated I)} 'slow- 
Xi ork i 11 g observa*' ion. 

In my'letter from Madras* I informed 
you of the aeijuisition I e.'ipeeted from the 
society of thc ydtuig offieer/'whosc spiighlly 


This Le'ter is not to be lound. 



manners, aii^I comimini'calixe (iisposition^ 
gave the promise of an.cyer-plcasiiig conj- 
paiWon. Bui., alas! 1 soon diseovere.'i ihal 
spiiglilliftcsf, apd locpiaci.ly are hy no tnians 
uiule'd w nil* urbaniLy iuid tdicerfulness.-- 
The small .slcK-k ^>1'ipTsonal anecdote, with 
u hicii,tiicinc4 of his life li:',il funnshed 
Itim,'’ was no sooner exhausted, tli-m he be¬ 
came dull, inslpi^l, arid morose. Nor was 
‘‘-ihe change which s|t'mx|(', \vriougl)t On liis 
IcTnper, less e\lraor;;,inary|,|tfxin that wliich 
took plae<; in Ifis manners This youtii, 
seenungly so gen 11^; 'w'ho took'Micli j)lea- 
sure'in obliging; who lived l)ut to pionrote 

the "happiness yt^ others, gives every riay 

. , • * . . 

•sueli convincing proofs of tTe maligifity of 
Ins disposition, in the cm/.i "treatinent'lie 
bestows upoh’his rounge/brother, th.it it 
is impos.sibic* to behokril without feelings* 
of horror, and indignation, 

How diiferent from this, is the change 
■*hat has ki|'‘n playe.in my opinion, con- 



crining tlie character of the Oevvan. Alas’ 
I tear, that, in inme insluiues than tlitse, 
my iirst oj)inion lias been I’ke an iininst 
jinl^v, who snffer.-i liis decisi^)!!,' to be iidlu- 
enced by tlie'eio()'if lua' of llatteiy. bidf- 
love whisjxMs, tliat tlio.sc' vvi'o are pleased 
with IIS, ai”' [ileasiinj;'; rt is, inu till c\- 

pciienre has C(m\ incc<i ns of oui' i i loi , that 
we are willing- tc,^li,sic-i^i to.t he voice of ti iith. 
The tcscM'\-C' and/.s^b-n-e which at hi st .seem¬ 
ed to Liivc to t-fi.c cliai'actci- rif Mie Dc uan an 

(, }-• --A ■ * *" 

ajrpeai'anec of siilRnnes.s ami sttipirlit.\ , <>ra- 
rhially cksi/'-d away, by !inie ami inci-casing- 
intimacy, ami •disco\-(. !-t'd to us incemttst- 
ablt' jnoofs of a miiil aud..piacid tcnrpei', a 
deenly-tbinkin<r well-ini'onned muid, and a 
hutnane and Ijcnevolent hear t. ' 

i'lie conduct of hi.s lady has not, I con¬ 
fess, nndcigotic* much change ; but iny 
opinion of it lias been some'w'hat altered, 
by an insight into its rnotive.s. , 



. J'lmt, ^Kiuglity and ar:-oti;ant (ienieanoin. 
vvhicli, I had conceive() !o flow tioin llu* 
conscious ,sii|'X'riority oi' birlh and ‘♦icrit, 
was, il 'scT-ins, assumed IjV •lolly, 'to cc’sccal 
the I'cal meanness of’ l^olh.. Her liislorv 
appeared to me iK> very extraordinary, ihaL 
iiad I jiobdvid. i I''’-imr^t eonvincing prooH 
oh the \eiaeity of liiy iniormcr, contess, 
1 shetuld liave been I’ed lo doubt ils tuilb. 

•d'liis disdainful f;, dy, v.jbom I bad con- 
sidtied as» siiine nigbly cxallt d jeemonarfe, 
Avas -the (lau”'bler jld’ a 1ia(i(sm;>r., “ whose 
foolish fondness," said the sui'^'eon, (i’or 1 
give you bis v(;iy words') “ beslowetf ujeon 
her saclian educal’ion, as willsoiil ins'')ucl- 

, .u» . 

ing- her in the (juaiilies tba,t arc alone suited 
Lo adorn an txalled rank, rendered iiei'.un- 
iit for beceeming wife to a man in her oVn.’ 
At the death of this parpU, slu‘ laid out 
the small t’oftuiie be J)ee|.ue'albed her, in ^ine 
cleeliies. and took her passage to liengal, 
where she did ne)L (bjed)t ‘that her he‘ai:t\ 



woukl jnociirc her an advantasi'eauh inai- 
ria»;c. - The even I jnoved ecjual to lu’i' t’x- 
peel at ions. On her arrival, ^she was seen 
hy Jte'vvan, who admired, codiLed, ;md 
marrieri her!",, “ 1 ihoiiyht,” said 1, inter¬ 
rupting my informer, ” th«t F.urppeaus had 
'madt eompanions of tlicij; wivp-t.- ^Surely, 
this woman was not cpudilied for being the 
eomiianion of such a'man as the Dewan. 
It IS not possibjc'ito.iimagine, tlial jicr intel> 
leelua) ih iieiaTcjfes \v<)\dd bej^noii^ci ved by 
a man of his sense and peuelnrhTiu. “ ilie 
l)ewau \v,as too much fcliarmcd witli lier 
beauty, to obkrvc any dcticiency in her 
fncritt replied tlie surgeo}i,,“ or, it' he'did, 
she ^vfis so young, that he promised hipiself 
much ])leasnrKjn tilling the oftice of Pre¬ 
ceptor." Alas he consideivd not that 

* I 

‘prHJe is the usual' concomitant T)f igno¬ 
rance ; tliat if^hi not the understanding 
wind) has been jierveried b^y winily, preju¬ 
dice, and lolly, that will listen to the in¬ 
structions of k husband. Il|.'r, hopes of 



happiness v-*crc from llie eniovmciil' of 
fort’iwie. 

“ J:iiatc(l hr her exahation io ainiicnccv. 
^hc t])fuight, thaL l(.> rfalrze llic hreams of 

Miss, fonlual by her fond fanc)’, she had 

* _ » 

f)nlv Io intlifiii’C in ii;\‘e]y eapiicuju.s whim 
of^vunily. Jler extravagance 'Aoas ini- 
lioujutt'd., hill, soon, siie iuund thal it was 
jioL in the power of’spii .r.lid pijuipaye, or 
lautaslic hue j'. hll ihe'eliasm of an 
empi v mhul, 

“ The deliyhl of unrivalled pre-eminence 
in everv arlielei f expeirsii e ornauicnt, sooi> 
yavo.jilaee to sullen apalh'; and lieliui dis-, 
eontent. New follies we.re iu\enU-d, au.d 

pursued with no better .success,'and.it wili, 

* • * * ^ * 

jicrliaps, astonish you to learn.^ that her 

miyhty fon/lness for ths’ hrute erealion, 
insteijd of proc«edin<^ fn)_n> llie puie soiwec 
of irue b(,‘nevolencc, was, yn reality, no 
other thalr.an clfovL*of the animal spirils 
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to j))oruii' nn olfjrct.’ of eirplo^'i'.icnl fo Ik’f 
ev*'r lestlcss iiiiml. ". ■ 


1](^ ct'asfdkiiif! inrornii'r; *v |‘io Icl’l 

U.H’ very !mich al the picl'-rt' Ik 

li:u! drawn of an lanplisli‘wtrinan, and a 
(. iirjslia!'. 


M'U'! Duich relleelif)!!, 1 .ilfink I can t'’■aco 
flu' 'ilu r,lii.>'i)U i'Val '••I'.ti' of llu'^ woinank’ 
ui'dt ;^lai)dini''* to Jua nistru<’tioo 

* V 

'Had ^he rceeixx'd oei educalioii n.1 olu: of 
those wise,Heallu(I, aixlijjious seniinirries, 

called I’oardin”-stho''K, !)(>)■ oiiiid would 

. < •• 

410 doul;t ha'e been v!'> 4 Untl\ deleiuled 

_ . b •* 

/rofirllie uuvionjj. brea!l)~of van'll v aiuj^von- 

ei,')L Si>e would bave Icajoed, aerord- 

iup'lo llie |‘)ivee])1s .of licr Shas'ler, to have 
* > * * * 
adorned lierself wilh “ sharnefJeedness and 

sobriety." “ bHit with llu: hrpidcred hair> 

•'‘r 'p-ohl, or ]>eari.s^ or costly away*, hut fwhieh 

her ■oivcih women professing godjiiies-} with 

good wavks." Sucli, .no doubly 1^’ the edu 



calV)n of' Chrhtuin women at CJinsiKits 
' I tow (k)es‘il' e\ait ojmiKVn oi 
ihe native minus of ll;e juuiiii' widow:, 
wlicn’ 1 coiiicn'i>lalc the exlenl of liei ar- 
qiiiicd kiiowledmd h("r ifnaU'ei'led inninli-‘\\, 
her unih’watinu ’di.soi’e', am ; and d ilie 
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iiq'; liei reinaiii uualleicii. liir cxaitei^ 

,seii!in‘enis'''contimiC !o exeik' mv adn-aia- 

^ » , 

lien, wliile jiei sweet U'ni|>('r, and'twM- 
obliqinij,' di.'jiositioii, make <l;,ily juo^qress 
in my csUTin. 



Tni'morning'after I list laid down my 
nci), we arrived at a .small island, wlfiich 
the hetiignanl hand of lure seems to haw* 
erected in the midst of.tlic' niighiv oec'an, 
as a I ouvi'inert, ClundliX.*' lOr the lloatinij: 
eajavan.seras lhal tiau'crsc its xrrri'cTy lio,s^)in.^ 
Here w*e ,sjK*nl neaih .tiyenty da’y.s, and 
were enterl'aiiicd hy the ildiahilants, who 
apij'*n-.T gay and lively peojile, with much 
kindness and hospitality. 

I 

y iie change ot 'secne was refished by all 
the |>artY, hat In* iioin* so mneh a.s tlje nieec 
of .‘he Dewsin, to evliom the uniform life 
we led on hoard sliih, was beoometillogetiicr 


* riidulirivs arc RJjkscs tmill in India fur the accoin- 
'iiodalion ol loAclUro 
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. iiistyi])ort;^ble. She had, indeed, fni a long 
fe^rg^c, l)een a I a most piteous loss f(*»r cnijilo} ■ 
inenl. The eoufeuts^st' her li!)iar\; whieli 
1 imagined would hav.e 'alFwrded The» a fund, 
of amusemeiil. and cdilicaliou during ihe 
course of her voy age, wcic soon exhausted. 
Having' ofecc foumj out how ad thcwish’ed- 
fjr marriages ol ;id llie heroes apd lieroines 
were hroimlw alroiit; and been letiiiio llie, 

O • 

scercL.of the .surp.isiug discoveries, iuek\' 
aecidenls, gmd luiraeulous- eondrinaliou or 
circumstances, which'uniformly led to that 
happy event, she had no further ini crest 
nor curiosity taiiictruing them. These 
hooks had, nov/athelcss, by giving conslapL 
fo'd to the vivid'ilame of yonihful iinagivu-, 
lion, created such an insatiable craving Jhv^ 
novelty, :is rendered every othei sgrt ol 
reading tasteless and insipid. E\eu ihc 
ever-entertaining cbnvcr.Salion of r)Ui inlel- 

ligent companions,* iiaddiarins I'ov her. 

• • 

I have lyeapicnlly known tiie cliain of an 
interesting argument, (o which I have 



oevii listening- with a’l'iciily and deligiiK ati 
a! (VKe !ii!erriij)iec!, by licr ahruptly asla/i'y 
wiRii we .‘.lunild .see land ' halev'er gav(, 
'iJie j)ii)nVise(ii'\Rnei\., .weined I') ic-ahnnate 
hei llagging spitile. • \\'iielliei' it. wa.s tlic 
appearance ol' a flyin.y-fish, dr tlie•rumour¬ 
ed appro,i.ch o/'an eiiemy , ilu' (h■evening of 
.. kitten, 0! the indications of a coming 
-■.loii'.i, all weie eouidly aeeeptahle, so lliat 

tire'. K'Vic'ed her I'rofn llio tediou.'. ia.sk 
• < * 

o! lie-,.gilt. Ttie .approach ip ,^t Jlelena' 
made i-.cr almost v/iid'widi joy. Xo .soOnei 
has li amuntneed, than shy f!ew' to her 
cahin to take dh’-'Hi hei tnmk .some jiarli- 
eular dres-'i,-, wh.lcli she Iuk!* leserved i'oi 

* ^ , r 

yie oe'..as!o!;, and, liastil^'diispla)ing ihccn 
'more tin. amiahie.w idow, a.ske».l her iifly 
(picstioiis. ill a hrealh, eoneerniiig the im- 
poilaiit point, of which was must hecom- 
iiig. 


llesides tlie no'eitv of liie sevnes and 

i 

amusemcnls..il St lleleiKi,. siu liicif. madr 



•.iiiol/u -1 which, I ]io[)C, will 

iicr suliicicni taiicly o:' vntcrlaia- 
incnl I’oi many week'. Id cmiic Tlti^ is no 
other 'ihaii a, f’u'")h Mippi) of noxths ! Tliis 
aht ha])j)i!y uccDii)|)l'..i'nc(l ,, lyy cxchaiigitii*' 
the couLeoLs xif her library, with anolluT 
■r<Y/'/h/c o>H\ whom ^lu; accident.rliy 

iiiet. at a hall, and vvilli whom, on an av.’ 
(jiuunlanec of iluee days, ^iic eonimenced 
an c.ilrc//ic and ditleiit IriesuKinj), ’I'hc 
great hajuaeily wilii uhieb, iier pjcseiii llov.-’' 
of spil'd.^ hab inspired ibis x.ilaiy of tancy, 
is .somelinu's no less tearing than the eli'eel'5 
of licr I’orinei ennui; to the ele'gant, hut 
soniewliat Lvej laslidions iteioinomr, '!l^i^ 
j '^culiarly irksen'ne. 

In trntij, it is not a little to he' u gieiled, 
that this aniiahle man tVe(|nenlly indidgcs 
a certain soreness’of m.iiKl, whie'h may not 
imjeropcily he lemned _^he illegitimate off¬ 
spring e)f sensibility. ff'hat preexes ils 
spurious birth is,„ that xvhile genuine s- n- 
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alhility is ever alive lo the Jceliiy^^s qi' 
olhei.s, tkis bastard b.rancli of the fan'ii\f;as 
only i>;indful of its own. l!v bein”; ever 
, veutly tty uike olfei'iCe, witliou} eknsldering 
M'bcther olfencti tvas, iAtendcd to be givtn, 
/l freciueiitly inflicts a wound ii> tbc bosom 
of* friefidsb.ij)^; but is unfeelingly insen,Hible 
•|o the pain which it h:»s 'produced. Wlrat 
a [>ity it is, that this impostor should ever 
find a place in the breast of a worthy man! 
-1 c.innot, without jiain, behold it cherished' 
by the digniheef mind of Delomond, and 
•would not .fiiil lo icinon.'jtrate with him 
concerning it, was he not so easily hurt^ 
thar*"i'*fcar an estrangement pf his friend-’ 
shi]) might fie the consetjucnce. Imtal pto- 
)/cnsity ! which ])resents a barrier to the 
wholesome stuccours of advice, and cuts off 
retreat from error. lit the various sketches 
which this aniiabJo^and uccomj)Iished Saib 
has <>iven me of his life and his misfortunes, 
I can |)lainly discern, that’the disposition I 
liave just now allitded tp, has beenmo less 
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'JHrimfclal -io his fortune, than injiiriou' 
+x» I'h,'felicity. 


I suspect that.you are now ahiio.st ;!■» 
I’nuch tired of the voyage, as tjie niec(; ot 
tlie_I)ewan, a;rd begin to ly-eeho her inter¬ 
rogatory, of-^vlten shall wc see land' IJut 
t:ourag'C, kcej) up )xnir s])irits, yodi* patience 
will not be |)ut to a much longer trial.'—■ 
Land has been • just discovered from the 
topn ist-head. —I •'cannot avoid envying 
the happy sailor, who, IVom the giddy, 
height, catches the first view df his d?ar 
native country. Ah! what jrleasing images 
play about Ins heart !' In that little speck 
a])])earing in the distant horizon, he be¬ 
holds his lil.tle home, his tender wife, his 
endearing infants; ami already, in.imagi- 
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nalioii, feels and rcMiirns iJjeir/'soli ^iresst.:. 
1 go to participaLc in tlic joy ofl Uies: 
honest people,; it is a bad heart to which 
the /iapph/e,s‘A‘ <>/' r: Jelkni' viorlal can be iin 
clifl'erent. 

All! Maandaara, lunv astoirisiliingty great, 
has been my disappf.inlnunt ! Instead <»I 

* -''w 

tlie expected appearanee ol'leiicilv, 1 be,- 
held in-lb.e eounle'nanct','', of the' hitlierto 
heart}, and t‘on,ieiiled sailor.s,, the sLiongrst 
indications of eoirsterpai ion, tci'io)’, and dis¬ 
may! Ort'in([niriiig iiilo^, the cau.^e of tliis 
alarm, J w.as told, thai i! arose from the 
rnmonred ajtproach of a ynto's-gvoig; a jiress- 
gang I ne\cr before heal'd of, but from the 
degree-of tenor it inspires, I can easily eon- 
cc-ive it to be some'infernal species of moiy- 
,ster; soiyic cruel servant to the genii of 
the deep, to" wliom the long-absent sailor 
is an acceptabU' isacriliee. • Accursed spirits! 
the tcr)or of jvhose name can.})ut to flight 
the tender images of hope, aiKhcan induce 



'at a 'aiioTncnl, wIk'u tlit .'iwceltsl 
i.apiil.'os of iiatmc have’kuulltal ihc lord.’ 
of joy ! 


■ A t tlie inonicn^ I laid down ipy ja'u, a 
fino j)oy ol' alioiil ilflccii yo.ars'of ago, \\Ih> 
had iVcciuon't^y in llio oourse of tlic v oyage 
altr.iclod niy notn^e, hursl into diVy cabin. 
“ For tlie love of (iod, assist me, dear, dear 

.sir." cried he, “ ihc [)ross-gang are already 

« ^ 

here, and I know 1' shall not esea[)e ! l or 
myself I should not care; hut, m-y pooi , 
yoor mother!* she will never survive it. • J 
know she vvon't. Alas! she lias no son, 
but me.— Her heart is'now yearning to em¬ 
brace nie. () it will Ijleak^ df she is disap¬ 
pointed !” I .gave him time to say no more, 
hut having* hastily c^Mplied a large.trunk, 
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jnadc liiin Icaj) inlo it, and tA'icre ^etaintd 
.him iiiitil I was assured tliqt these c\ii Idler/ 
of iSureyka Jiad .retired. Alas! they did 

not iTlire witliout prey; cibove thirty of 

♦ * 

those brave •fellows, whose iisefyl labours 
have eondueetl to. the enfichfnent and pros¬ 
perity of Aheir counj ry ; who;* after an ab- 
seiiec of twenly inouhhs, hoped to reap the 
reward of their toifs by rcluruiiig to its 
bosom, wpre dragged re-mclant-victims t'o 
the iiiJenuil vlcijion of power! 

Nor aiv these I he only monsters- that 
infest the ISritish coast.—Much ajijnehcii- 
sioiT is ciitcrlained by the seamen, and pas¬ 
sengers, ibr certain sav&gcs, calfed CitslODi- 
houic Otjicers ; who, it seems, are iiarticu- 
lajly ferocious towards thoie who come 
ffom the East. 
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, Pkatsk to the presernng S])irit !—Our 
watery’pilgriTiiage begins In rlrate near its 
dose. At ten this ^lorn^ng• we east our 

anelior, at^ie dislanee of about a eoss from 

‘ \ ' * 
one of llic prineijial naval ports ii5 laigland. 

AU on board’is now luiny'aHfl eonbision, 
every eye s'parlsles -witli 'tlie eagerness of. 
exjx'Ctation, and svery heart set'ms warm, 
with the thoughts of onee more-l^ehohbn'r 
their friends, and’ their native eouni.rv : it is 
the 'lUmnlt of deliglit; the dread of tlie 
custom-house 9 iricers is forgotten;'I sup¬ 
pose our lleet was loo formidal)le for 'tlietic 
savages to dare to make any attaadv upon, 
it. And no\v that we are within sigliL of 
an English j)ort,* WQ can' .l/ave nothing t*o 
fear. Seeing e\ery one making prepara¬ 
tions for g*oi-ng asliort^, 1 retired^ fa spend 



an hour at my pfu ; hut, flm iilcrca'^ing- 
'busllr rciuK'is )l iiiijK)'>vibic tor me to pro¬ 
ceed lurtiicr ol pu M iiL 


O.Y going upon-deck. ^ I was sur()rised io 
obscrx e a ruin.d)cr of slnuMjc fact";.. and 
anxiousiv imiuired, y liat kvovtfriends had 
taken Pirrs early oppovj unity of greeting 

our arrival -—VVitli astonishment 1 learned, 

^ • « # 

tliat the slnmgers were ifo other than'.the 
* ' , • 
dreadefl custom-house officers. In inatmers, 

dress, stature, and comple.\ion, nay, even in 
language' these sa\ ages bear so .strong a 
fescmbhjnce to the English, tliat tlicy 
might at a slight view be mistaken for tlic 
same; but, on .a n'iore accurate examina¬ 
tion of their, countenances, evident traces 
of tlicir* savage ori^’wi may .hf: easily flis- 
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cfNic.d; T)i>v arc less fciocious than tlic 

.and .seldom ii'indi! tlinse who faH 

into tin ir hand^- unless, in fa.ses of rcsisl- 
ance. Tif's l!x*\ did nest mc’ct witli from 
;nr\ id' ijs ; hul <^ot, Icar e to rille, rob, and 
^alundcr, wuTinut an\ iiuidr.ince or moles- 
ialion? 'riwir avidity, for pUirnk'r, though 
eager 1 ) 0 ',ond de.sei\piion, seems to l)e ac¬ 
tuated b;^_th{' s!;,;u-ig(yst caj)riee. On the 
t'Amnnxljties ot i'airopci they seamed to set 
no,value; but s( i/ed wi I h. satage ra]>acity 
on tlw mf-vc *ei('gan,1 .iroduclions of thiy 
Ihisti . In le.'-pecl^lo these, tlie iMfcv of the 
Dewan. and jur self, h.ive bce'u the greatest 
su'ffeiers. A betiuLil'ul piece of silver mus¬ 
lin, which the fair reader of novels had 
Ireasiiret! up as her choicest ornament, am! 
,on wbicl) .she set a ten-fold value, f>om-it.s 

V ^ 

heitjg of a similar description to t^iat which 
was worn hj^the Right Hon. llady Araminta 
Eleanora Blooinviile,* oft. *he day of her 
nu])tials, was seized by these, relen1;less bar¬ 
barians, \\*ithout remorse., 'Witlna-copious 



flood of tears, she besought t^icns to ^p.u c. 
1/cr favourite robt; but, alar! the su{)plica- 
tions of beauty touclu'd not tlie heart of 
these sav’age plunderers, who beheld, uii- 
rno\ed, the pearly drops whieh coursed 
each other down the fair one’s cheek ! INly 
cabin affoided a still more amide share oi 
j)lunder. The shawls, the muslins, which 
1 intended to have presented to the sister 
of Terey ; and the less costly, though inllie 
eye of uffeel/on, no less \'aluabl( presents, 
which the'generosity of Gret^jad enabled 
yoving IMbiton to send to his family; all, 
ail .were seized, by the nnbailowed bancis 
of these ruthless s})oilers ! Had they taken 
my whole chest of gokf IMhors, it would 
not have grieved me half so much! Tut as 
it is a misfortune, for evhich I perceive there, 
is"no remedy, I must have recourse to thak 
only physic of the hopeless—Patience. 
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From tli^'TQlu^en of thg ocean, the favour¬ 
ed Island of Great-Bjitain, doos the wan¬ 
dering Zaarinilla noV address the most be¬ 
loved of friends.—^^lldT^ng taken leave of the 
Captain and officers, land returned well- 

nierited thanks for their, kind attention 

« • ■* 

during ouf vayage; ^we- went into a hoat,^ 
which had beeii^si^nt from the batbour, for 
the conveyance of the passengers, and were 
(pfickly landed ‘on one of the ghauts of 
Portsmouth. It i? impossible to convey to 
your imagination, any notion of the mag¬ 
nificence of the spectacle that’ presented 
itself to our view, in this short ^ail. 
idea of the sublimity of a Jleet of floating 
fortresses, can possibly {j* conceived by 
those%ho have not beheld the unequalled 
scene. The army tliQ most •powerful 

VOL. II. I) ' 
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monarch of the East, though ;iUmerous,,as 
the grains of sand upon the_ sliorcs of the 
sea, the dust of the, feet of whose elephants 
ol)sciircs the nooh-day sun, cannot, in point 
of grandeur, hear cohiparison witli an as¬ 
semblage of these glories oi'the ocean, that 
fide triumphant in an English p,orl. 

We have taken up ,h'ur_ present abode at 
a sort of choultrie, called an Hotel, and ate 
to spend the jeniaindcr of the jHy together. 
To morrow, we shall separator-p-erhaps, for 
ever! The‘.’.ovely widow, in whose counte¬ 
nance 1 see the emotions of tender recol- 
lections struggling with that amiable forti¬ 
tude, which strives to repress the feeljiigs 
of una\ailing sorrow, purposes going to the 
house .of a friend, at a few miles ilistance 
from this^ place, and there to wait tlie ar¬ 
rival of her'm’pther.' 1 am to have the 
ha<])piness of D^domovid's company, on my 
journey to Loudon, which is'^a very^great, 
comfort fo me, as Wind mvself almost as 
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much at ^loss here, as if I had never be- 
fore been in.an. Enghsh settlement. The 
Devvan has l)een busily em^doyed in prepa- 
rations for the conveyanee of liis faniilv 
flis UhJv s extreme delieaey* not permitting 

her to submit h) the oj’dinary mode of ti^- 

• * 

veiling, ’m hiied (iarriages, he has been 
ojrliged to purchase one for her accommo¬ 
dation. Happily, l\e mortality which pre¬ 
vailed mnongst her faA oprites,dn the course 
of the voyage, has so diminjl^herl their num¬ 
bers, as to itnidcr their conveyance a mat¬ 
ter'of little c^PAUATivK dHteulty; had 
they all survived, he must surely have had 
‘.a carriage built for them on purpose! 


1am happy 1 had not clqsed this packet, 
as it givt^ nie an apfjortpnity qi'^secording 
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a scene that has just now passed,' while my 
heart still glows with the emotions it has 
excited. 

The youth, Wliom 1 had the good I’or- 
thne to protect from the ruthless fangs of 
the press-ga'ng, presented himself before 
me at an early hour this morning.—“ You 
will think me a sad ungrateful feljow, sir, ' 
said he, “ that 1 should not have ajipeared' 
to thank you,for tlie very gaeat service 
you rendered me; hut. the moment 1 ob¬ 
tained the'Captain's leave,,-1 made the best 
of my way out of this place; as I did not 
vhink 1 should be in safety.' till I reached 
home. I set off on foot, and had got 
rather more than ten tniles on my jour- 
dey last night, when I was overtaken by 
a T’ellow-s{iilor, who informed me of the 
loss you had sustained from the sharks of 
the'custom-houst'Idi'ave get here, a hit of 
your India sorjt of stuff, to take home to 
my mother; but I kffoAV she w<iuld wear 
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rirothing brought her with any satisf’ac- 
tion, if she thought so'meanly of me, as that 
I could basely forget a ddijt of^ratitude.” 
So saying. In? pulled from his bosom a \ ery 
handsome shawl, purchased, no doubt, with 
the scanty earnings of his initiatin^g vrij*- 
age.* “ Here, sir^’'*said he, presenting it 
to me in a carcle^ss manner, as if in order 
to depreciate .it» viiNye ; “ it is nothing, to 
^be sure,* in comparison .of tin? line things 
you have lost; but, as ii) i.Vrcrt'/ Indian, it 
may be mofe accoptable to your English 
friends, than soViething much be’tter bought 
at home.” There was something s(j open 
and iiigenuocs in the countenance of thfe 
youth, while he spoke these words, which 
he did in thy most impressive manner, that 
he altogether, overppwered iny Teetinggy 

Protecting Power! I exclaimed, thou, wlibse 

* * * 

mighty br.eath can kindle, in the human 
soul,' the tlamfe of, virtue* oh ! grant, 'that 
the son of Zaannilla may.be capable of in¬ 
spiring, m. the breast rj^' a stvaijger, suol'i 



sensations as the noble'action of this yoiitH’ 
cauSt's now to glow iii mine! But think not, 
excellent ypung man; (continued I) that I 
‘can deprive thy mother^of thc’gif): of such 
a son. No, long may she wear thie, and 
pfdudly may she exhibit it to he'r friends 
,and neighbouTs, as the s^veel plcdg'e of fdial 
affection; more honourable than the gifts 
of princes! mqrc precy^'ii's than the jewels 
of doleonda'!—I was interrupted by the' 
Dewan, who Iful* hitherto been a silenA 
spectator of all that'had jrasse"?!. Shaking 
the youth Befirtily by the h’fnd, “ You are 
a nobly fellow,” said he, “ and I must know 
n*iore of you; but you maj ‘’uake yourself- 
perfectly easy about this gentleman’s losses, 
as, I believe, I have taken sgch steps as 
jvjll c'ftect their restit.ution ; but I must let 
you know »where to find me, and assure 
you, that wherever I am, there .you shall 
•have a friend.’" So.saying, he gave him hi.s 
address, enjoiniBg him to call upon him as 
soon as could, firitk an opportunity. 



V/hile he spoke,.two men arrived, with 
the whole of. the goods wliicli had btcn 
seized by the pirates. .The, Dew^n desired 
each of us^tO'piek oulonr own ; but wordd 
give no sati&faelion,'as* to the manner 
in which die ha’d efteeted their release. 

I am lold llie carriage waits for me, and 
m'ust tlierefore ciiH’c^nde this long prolract- 
■e4 Journal. 


May the j\lmigldy Preserver, whose om¬ 
nipotent arm l\tb safely gnided me across 

the world of waters, to this remote corner 

, j • 

.of the hahitahle globe; Kc, wlK)se essence 

* , 

pervades all space! shed the dews of his 
mercy on the dwelling of my friend ! May 
his choicest blessings rest dn the •child 
of my affections! the blossom ij’my ife^rt! 
and may the sweet buds of hope, peace, 
and. contentraentj toiitiaue to expand in 
tire virlnous bosom of my gentle Zamar- 
canda! ■* What can 1 say more, 
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LETTER Xlir. 


iV r length, .IMaandaarfi, beliold sne Ir the 
metropolis of England, Alie celebrated city 
of London. My heaijf, 'bQuuds within me, 
at the idea .of the new scenes I am about 
to behold. The jmlse of expectation beats 
in every vein.—I was all impatience to 
deliver inydgUers of introdyetion; but, un¬ 
luckily, we arrived at the very season of a 
solemn festival, which is very.properly cele= 
brated by the Christians, in commenioratisn 
of an event which opened to their view the 
glorious, hopes of rising from the bed of 
(Tegtli, to the regions of eternal glory!— 
You may well I'migine,' that a festival ori¬ 
ginating in sucly a source,v is celebrated 
throughout the^ Christian -world with ap¬ 
propriate -SQlemnity. Y^ith them, the forms 
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and ceremonies of tlieir religion remain, 
not merely as a testiincmy of the superior 
piety which produced them.. The,sc insti- 
tutions have not become reproach to the 
degenerajpy of succceding'agts! They have 

not, with them, become a solemn mockery !' 
• • 
a sati.’e upon a tritlkig and fitvolous ge¬ 
neration ! Noj at the time of these holi¬ 
days, mq^t of .th'i.^nnilies of distinction 
retire into the countfy,. that’they may 
tlieje enjoy the heart-])urifyy*ig benefit of 
solemn meditation, jLininterrupted by the 
business, or pleasures of the wofld. Ah ! 
how edifying their devotion!, llow^ ex¬ 
emplary their^ ^tniduct !-—How happy for 
the community must it be, if the lower 
orders are induced to -tread in tlK’ir foot- 
.steps! The few people of rank who remain 
in town, are equally sedulous in preparing 
their minds for this devtmt solemnity.— 
They frerpieut ho pHccs.that are not pri¬ 
vate:—private theatricals, private concerts, 
private i)lTf!u\ 0 -banks, T h<\ve alreark’ heard 
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of; and I make no doubt, thcTe are lautric- 
reus'otlicr places of private.resort, equally 
honourajj'lc,,’ to* religion, and i'avourable to. 
vivLuc! 

By the kind care of my friend' Delomond, 
I am provivled witli arveiN consenien't lodg¬ 
ing, in the street whie/i leads to the King’s 
palace. This palacc^s^k’ truth, Ijul a mean 
building, very nuhke'the Durbar of- ail 
eastern niona'l^^ch. 


i have spent the greater part of the week, 
fn taking a survey of the town, and exa¬ 
mining its temples, and other public build- 
irfgs.—The extdni'of llns metropolis, though 
it shrinks into insignificance, when com¬ 
pared the, imp‘t?uial residebce of our 
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ancient Rajalis, the celebrated birth-place 
of Rama,* or the CiangVwasbed walls of 
Caooygfis yet suffieieiltly j^reat t<) sliike 
with astonishment the insignificant mortal, 
who has beheld only the modern cities of 
IJindoostan." The foot-paths, which are 
raised a‘t ih? sides ofyvery street,* are filled 
with a busy throng, where it is curious to 
behold wewnen, as ■(“A'N as nicii, apparently 
ihlcnt upon bnsweSs,. '■entering * into the 
^sbops, and ?n-a:king ]nnchases, /with the un¬ 
daunted mien of masc^dine assurance. Far 

«k, 

from walking alo\g- the streets,*with that 
^liniid air of shrinking modesty, W'hich dis- 

• vrude, said in the Malihabaret, to have been the 

first regular imperial city of Hindooslan, ancl.evtended, 

if rve may believe the Brainins, over a line of ten Yogi^ns, 

or about forty miles; and the present city of Lucknow^ 

was only a lodge for one of .its gate^. . 

» ' 

t Canouge, a celebrated ancient jity of Hindoostryi, 

on the banks of the Gaifges; rvliose walls are said, in 

tire Malihabaret, to have been one hundred miles in 
• ** 
circumference. 
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tiiigiiishes the females of on/race, *. when 
they venture into'tlie walks of men, their 
fe;ii lessj eye Knclaunted meets the glances, 
of e\ ery beholder : and happy is it for the 
men of the country that it doth.so; for if 
modesty was super-added to their other 
charms, it would be impossible td guard 
the heart from their fascinating inlliienee. 

Having' heard f hat the lirst day of the 
a'cek, Audef;tye war,-f was apirointed for 
attending the worship of ■ the Deity in 
public, 1 expressed to D'elomond my wish 
of being present at the solei])nily. He de¬ 
clined accompanying meh 'but sent to. a 
lady of liis acquaintance to beg she’wVndd 

See tlve elegant engravings, illustrative of Mr 
Jitxfges’s remarks on tins subject, in liis Travels in 
'india. 

,t It is very reiii^vkable,, that the days of the week 
are named in the Snaiiscrif language from tlie same 
planets to*which they were assigned by the Greeks and 
Romans. / 



accomffioclatd me with a seat in her ])e\v. 

■—These pews .are little- inelosures, inia 
which the grea,test part.of t,]ie teniplc is 
subdivided. We walked Jiip td that wdiich 
belonged to this Bibby, preceded by one oi’ 
her servants, who opened the door of the . 
pew, and followed by,another in the saine 
livej'}-, who carried the books of prayer, 
with whicdi, havingj34*^cflted us, he retired. 

!• have already obse-i.'vec'l tp you how scru- 
puloyisly the Jvnglish C'hrititians adhere to' 
those precepts of their Sinister, which seem 
to dis('ountenancs\the outward appearance 
of a religious sentiment; aiul so rigorously 
rl'o'.tliey abstaire from the display of these 
<leli_,htful emotion's, that they wdio will 
thankfully acknowledge the most, trifling 
obligations, conferred upon them by the 
meanest of their fellow-creatures, would* 

r • 

blush to be suspected of s^ratitude to the 

benefic.ent Governor of thenmiverse ! In* 

» * 

stead of behaving in this temple, as if they 
had assembled togetlrer to send, .up their 
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united tribute of praise, thanksgiving,'and 
hunibfe supplication, to thf Most High, so 
successfully did they affect the concealment 
of their (Tevotiorjal sentiments, that no one 
would have suspected they had mc^t together 
for any other puj'pose, hut that of staring 
at eac h ether’s drCiSs ! I mintt, hrnve\er, 
make an exception m regartl to a small 
number of people,'vyit,.'i^lainiy habited, who 
stood, du; ing the jserviye, in a pjirt of the 
church callt'J tjie aisle; thesfyappeared not 
to have unived at such a stafe of perfection. 
'J'licif could not affect in^ijJ'ei'encc, qs they 
joined in the petition for averting the pu¬ 
nishment of sins ; nor conpleal the interest* 
they had in the glad ticrings of eternal hap¬ 
piness. They listened with peculiar compla- 
y'onc}, to *thc accounts of him who “ cainy 
46 preacji the gospel to the poor,’’ and the 
hopes of his Tav'our seemed to irradiate with 
joy the bosom of Tcs'Ignatinn. A female of 
advanced life^ in whom all these emotions 
were clifcernible, particularly^ arrested my 
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attention. Ylie palenes.s of her counttnianee 
spoke her want of health, and the lings 
which sorrow Ijad traegd in it, atcoYded 
with the sable,weeds of ,_w1d(nvho7)d wlfich 
she wore. She a|)peaie'd ready to faint 
from the fatiou’e of loim- standini;-, and, 
made a nnstlest aj)j)lieation to a person,*whu‘ 
seenu'd to act as porter of the pews,’ fo) 
admillaiK'C into oii^j»^*t*hcm. To my ^i^to- 
oiishmentj she met vvith a lel'usal; nor did 
aiiy one ()f'fhe gorgeously a])|:jarelled.Chris-‘ 
lians wiio sal in them appear to be any way 
concerned for situation; indeed, they 
all seemed to regard those who worshipped 
"God from tlie iiisle, as if they had Leen 
beings of aYi inferior race. 1 was, liowever, 
\veli eonvineeii, that Christianity admits of 
no such distinctions ; and supposing ihe 
Christian lady wlio sal by me, though licj' 
eyes were roving to ail parts of the temple, 

was, in reality,.too Huieh»cngagcd in her 

• * 

devotions to observe what passed^ 1 took 
the libert}» qf acting Tor her, and, ppening 
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the door ot the pew, invited t?liie poor sick 
stranoer to a seat.- At that moment, the 
priest was preferring a jretition in favour of 
all ‘‘ falittrless 'ciiildren, and mdows, and 
all xvho are dew/atc and oppressed to which 
the great lady had just uttered tlie response 
of, ‘‘ We rbeseech tlpee to hear us, good 
Lord!”—when observing the poor woman 
by her side, her -fa^i^.nstantly flushed a 
deep crimson; ragc^anrjjndignatiqn darted, 
from her eyes, and, telling .tfje fainting 
stranger, that “ she was very impudent for 
daring to»mtrude herself i^fo her presence,” 
she turned her out into tlie aisle. I was 
wealc enough to be shocked at the beha-' 
viour of this well-dressed votary‘‘of Christi¬ 
anity. Ah! thought 1, can it be, that this 
wamap sheuld be so conscious of her supe-, 
wority, in every thing which constitutes 
distinction in tlje eye of the Omnipotent, 

as* to consider dierse^' worthy of sitting in 

< 

his presence, while she spurns from her 



6V> 

own, the humble child of poverty and ai- 
Jliction ? 


I HAVE just rc-uliyicd from my first visit 
to Doctor Severan,-the gentlenlan to whoscy 
attentions' Grey has most particularly re¬ 
commended me; npr could he, according 
to tlie opinion (>f Dclomond, hav'e done me 

a more essential service. My accomplished 
® . 

friend, who was, it seems, the gompaniou’ 

of his youthful studies, tells me, that at the 

university, it ajipeared evident that he was 
% 

born to be the ornament of sciente. 'Whilsl. 
other young men were pursuing fhe gaudy 
jdiantom of pleasure, his tnne was occupied 
in investigating the? law* of nature, * in 
tearing the choicest secrets from her reluc¬ 
tant bosovir, or in, Ifaciijg her. •^oot-steps 
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through the various {ihienoniena^at’ the. ri>a- 
tefial^ world. — Nor, continued Delomond, 
as we dro-ve to4hisgentleir?}Hi's house, i.s he 
less estimable as a^tnan, thaiTrespectable as 
a philosopher. * But, indeed, the connexion 
Between philosophy and virtue fs “ so.na¬ 
tural, that'it is only-their sepaMtion that 
can excite surprise; for is not the very basis 
of science, a sincere di.sinterc,sted love 
of truth ? i\n enlarged wiew of things can¬ 
not fail to destroy the eftects ef''prejudiye; 
and while it awakens in the mind the most 
sublime ideas of the gre:v^ original Cause; 
it promotes, most necessarily, a detestation, 
of every thing that is meari or base.” ^Ye 
just then .stopped at the door of his friend, 
and wer6 ushered into an apartment, sur¬ 
rounded with shelves of books, arranged in, 
no very good order; every table, and almost 
every seat, was‘occupied by numerous odd 
shaped vessels, lome of, gla'ss, and others of 
metal, but for-what use I could not possibly 
comprehend. T.he phiiosoph^r ’himself at 



Jength appeared : A tell thin man, of about 
forty years of.age, liis .dress put*on in. a 
manner pjirticularly careless ; but Jfis coun¬ 
tenance, so mild, and serious! it was the 
\ ery personilication of ijenignity. He ap- 
jieared rejoiced at seeing Delomond, whoi 
if possible, was exalted in my.e.steein, by 
seeing- the degree of estimation in which he 
was held by the ,o’'^)rosV)pher. Alyselt he 
.received in the most grjfcious manner; and, 
by his kindness to me, Jip j^ave the most 
convincing prpof of his i;egard for my friend 
Grey, of whom, indeed, be spokovery hand¬ 
somely. He informed me, that Lady Grey, 
widow to the brother of our friend, was then 
at her country residence, but that lier bro¬ 
ther, Sir Caprice Ardent, for whom 1 had 
likewise, a letter of introductitm, was»in 
London ; and added, that he should do him; 
self the pleasure of accoilapanying me to 
the liouse of this gentlenian, the day nfter 
to-morrow; and hoped that 1 woujd come 
to cat my breahjaat with him b^orjc.'Uic zeent. 



You will smile at the invitation; and, no 
doubt, be surprised to find this philosopher, 
whom one would expect to soar above the 
practices and notions of the-vul^gar, taking 
such a method of shewing his hospitality; 
but it is a difficult,, thing to get the better 
of early prt^judice ; not do the •generality 
of mankind in any country, inquire into 
the propriety of custW.s, to w.l]ich they 
have been r'endered familiar by use.' Though 
to us it app6,ars. highly absurd^as well as 
grossly indelicate, to see people looking in 
each othfers’ faces, while/they chew, their 
food, and calling it sociable to swallow their 
morsel the same moment; it is possible, 
•that these Europeans may think"our solifeiry 
manner of eating equally ridiculous; and if 
they abstain from censuring it, is it not a, 
pjoof of, their being more enlightened? 
Often have I observed to you, and often do 
I see reason to Vep'eat the observation, that 
it is they only ,%cho have conquered the force 
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oPprejudice in themselves, that can make anp 
allowance for the effects of it in others.^ 


CoFi-'.^E-iiousES'/bimilfir to that described 
’in one of my letters ffom Calcutta, are to 
l)e. met with' in every quartei* of this city. 
Those I have here seen 'are schools of poli¬ 
tics, resorted to by all who takd” an interest 
in public affairs :•—^a true and authwtic 
statement of wlfich is daily printed on large 
shfets of paper, and copies are, I am told; 
sent to every part of the island.'’ In the 
coffee-houses these are. handed abouT; from 
politician to politician, and furnish matter 
for the general discourse.* For my part, 
though possessed cvf a sufficient share of 
curiosity, I did not care to he too-forward 
in seeking* to pry j a to the state‘uffairs of 
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llie country ; but, having accompanied 
Dclomond, yesterday, into a neiglibouring 
cofice-house, afid hearing a genlhe4naT>-'v’ho 
sat near me declarp, tliat the paper he was 
then perusing, was indubitably published 
.under the iminediale direction of the British 
Minister, I could not lestrain my impatience 
lo examine its contents ;-and the mo¬ 

ment he la'id.it down, Feagcrly tlcw to its 
perusal. 

It is impossible to describe to you, the 
admiration with wliich the reading of this 
pap«r inspired me, for tlie talents and vir-, 
tues of Ifhis .sapient noble, who nresidcS^in 
the supreme councils of this happy natu)u. 
So extensive! so multifarious ! so minute 
are the subjects of his concerns, that one-' 
contempkites, with astonishment, the mind 
that is capable of grasping such an infinity 
of objects! In one paragraph, he reports 
to the nation .the account of a victory, 
which their armies had .obtained, or nearly 



71 


obtained, over the forces of their Christian 
enemies ; tells the number of the’slain—rof 
'Shose who are st^ll suffering; the- agon*ies of 
pain, far from the sooUnng hah’n of affec-* 
tion ! far from the healing.consolations of 


friendship!—-Td the faniilies of such as are 
in a situation to affor^ the expeasive insignia 
of sorrow, the names of their fallen friends 


are aunpunced ; hut; ’ co the popr, who can 
only afl(M d to wear moaning in their hearts, 
there is no .necessity of givkig such a par¬ 
ticular account of their friends; it is sulfi- 


cieiit for them to know, that few, very few 
of them can ever again behold their native 


homes! In the next paragraph, this puissant. 
stalesnun 'informs the world of the safp 

arrival in town of Sir Dapper Dawdle, in hi^ 

» 

phaeton and four; which, and ‘inaHy simi¬ 
lar pieces of intelligence, are, no doul>t, 
given, with the beneficenf. intention of in¬ 
forming the poor and wletehed, where they 
may find their benefactors those who, by 
their libci'a! and repeated acts, gf, charity, 



have obtained the blessing of them who arc 
ready to perish. Nor is tlie nourishment 
of tlie mind neglected by this wise n^iBi- 
ster; the public are informed^ in this news¬ 
paper, where such books are to be had, as 
are, doubtless, best calculated for their in¬ 
struction. X have already told you,'that 
the females of this place go themselves into 
the shops, in order to‘'purchase wl^at they 
want; and, methinks, it is highly praise¬ 
worthy of this good superintendent of the 
kingdom, to point out tp fair creatures, 
where they may lay out th,eir money to the 
most advantage. They are in one part 
strongly assured of the superior excellence 
qf the goods at the Pigeons; m another, 
they are conjured to buy’ their stockings at 
the ‘^Flcece, their slices, their gloves, nay, 
the very ppwder, with which they disfigure 
their beautiful hair, are all objects of this 
good nobleman'^ fender anocicty ; Indeed, 
the proper decoration of their persons, 
seems tu einploy no iliconsiderable portion 
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of his'attention ; tl^ere is no deformity oi' 
the body, no disoi^er of- the skin, against 
they are not here provided with a 
remedy. Nor doth royal (lignity itself, 
disdain to extend its cares to beautifying 
and adorning the female, subjects of these 
realm*. You will, jpeu'haps, smtle, to hear 
of the royal firman’s being attached to the 
ladies' garters? .But there is not brush for 
.their naU's, nor a soap t?5r. their hands, nor 
a powder for.their teeth, nor ^fash for their 
])retty faces, that is iy:)t as highly honoured. 
Alas! .now much jire these feina?!^ indebt¬ 
ed to a prince, who evinces such une(jual- 
!ed,.6oli€itiule fof the preservationjof their 
Ijcauty 1 


, Nor doth the pareataj care of I’Dyalty for 
the welfare of the people stop herg, Their; 
lieallh is an object of peculiar concern. 
Innumerable arc* the fists, df medicines 6f 
approved eflicacy, which arq here, recom¬ 
mended tc* the public. I^reckoiuid above 



sixty, that liad receivyc^ the ror/al sancttoii, 
sealed by the royal arms, and mentioned 
by I'oyaL autlhorily. When we redect, .ho%v 
many nauseous draughts, the royal counsel¬ 
lors must needs have tasted ; how many 
hitter pills, thev, doubtless, must have 
swallowed, be Fore tliey^ could advise his 
]\lajesty on a subject so important; we 
can scarci ly retrain’from pi,tying the situa¬ 
tion ot” th'ose, whose high stations impose, 
upon them Uie performance such disa^ 

greeable duties ! !-1 could furnish yuju 

with fin’ther proofs of the tender care of 
this government, for the healtli and happi¬ 
ness of ils subjects, but aiA obliged to leave 
off, on account of my visit lo Sir Capdce 
Ardent. • 



1 FORGET whether *1 informe*! you, thal. 
a necessary j)ait of niy establislirnent, is a 
carriaget* • A model of wliiciv,, 11 liav'C this 
■■morning purchased for •you, al wliat is 
called.a toy-shop, that 3 ’oit nia}' form some 
idea of the manner •in which the great are 
drawn about the streets of this cHy. Num¬ 
bers, however, even of an exalted rank, 
ocsjasionaljy wafk : nor is it thought any 
degradation, to make use of thei{ own legs.* 
I this morniug met the Heir-Apparent of 
the thr&ne, walking on foot, in the very 
street in which I liv^-; far from appearing 
in m}^ eyes as shorn of his dignity, by thus 
condescentling to mingle with his people, 
it shed upon it, in my opinion, a ‘beam of 
additional*lustre. .Ah' what a‘Wtinscen- 
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<]ent degree of excellen<fe nuisl we suppose 
tfiese liigldy favoiired Princes to, possess, 
who, together\vith‘the dignified sentiineihTs 
erf their exalted rahk, enjoy the. advantages 
of that instruction, which is only to be 
obtained by connncrce with the world ! The 
mirror of truth is sEt( before tfiem’ and,^ 
surely, they tvill never turn from it to view 
themselveif througji the flistorting* medium 
of venal flattery, -anti deceitful adiflation !!’ 
—Jlul, to reVini from this digression,- I 
took up Dr Severan, according to appoint¬ 
ment, an3‘proceeded witlr him to the-house 
of the Baronet, which is situated at, the 
upper end o.f a short street, lunie of *he 
■buildings of which are yet completed^ they 
seem as if they were intendet) for houses of 
very different sizes and shapes, and at pre- • 
sent have a yery strapgc apjjearance; but, 
it is impossible*to form any idea of what 
they may be, wfien finished. The entrance 
to the house of .Sir Caprice, w-as somewhat 
obstructed by heaps oil rubbish, Occasioned, 
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as M'e soon learncfl, the dost ruction of 
a row of pillajs, of Grecian arcliitcctunc, 
n’ith whi’cli tlic hall had been. oii<;-inally 
jj^iaced. These proud ornaments, which, 
during the short period of their exaltation, 
had heard* the lofty roqf which they sus- 
taineef re-echo the '^'ou-es of their flatterers, 
were on a sudden, disgraccti, dismissed, 


and hurlf^l headlo4ig*to the groitnd ! Their 
•fall was-like that of tU? favourites'of prin- 


cei|, which shakes the tbroAe they once 
appeared ilestuied t(i support. A long train 
of dcjiendants were involved in4he mighty 


ruin, and it was not without some tlegree 
of danger, that,* following the servant, we 
sc.ambled through this scene of desolation 
to the apartment of Sir Caprice, whom we 
found Jicatcd at a large table, *on •which 


an imnunerablc (juantity of plays, maps*, 
models of buildings, and other various or- 


namertls, were hea})yd. ’After reading fhc 
letter I had brought him^ congratulating 


me on my arrival ig'Ihigjand, auj^ inquir- 
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iiig alter tlie health of Mr Grey, he turned 
to Doctor Severan; and expressed, in strong 
terms, tlie. jia’^ticu-iar pleasure h(^ at that 
inonienl felt 'in seeing him.—“ I know 
you are a man of taste, ’ cried he, “ and 
fdiall be wonderfully hapjiy to have your 
advice on the plan of a new budding, 
which I intend shall be something very 
extraordinary. Here 'it is,” continued he, 
lioiomg'up a sma'f] model; “ Mere, you., 
sec, 1 Iiavc contrived to unite all the or- 
d( IS 01 ..rchitecture ii\ regular gradation; 
here, you will jilease to ob.serve, that the 
basis 1,5 truly Gothic; above that, observe 
(he Tuscan; above that the Composite, the ' 
Corinthian, the Doric, the" Ionic—all placed 
as they never were placed before! Still, 
however, the top is unlinished; for that 1 
have bad many plans ; but that which 
])leases me besfe* is, the idea of crowning 
the whole with'a Chinese temple; is it not 
a good tJiought,„eh ? Perliaps this gentle- 
furnish nlfc with a hjat. Pray. 





sir," tni'iiiiig to me, >has tlie Emperor of 

China done ari,y th/fng new in this way, of 

jale?” The philosopher, percehviijg my c on- 

fusion, remmded this nohle huilder, that 1 

was from Bengal, and had never been in 

Cliina in my life.* “ ITonj Bengal? Ay, 

• • 

I had forg^rt; a Hindcko, is he? AVell, well, 

pcr}ia])s, then, lie could give me a jdan of 


a mo.squ 4 ‘, a minavet,* or some sufch thing; 

} ' * ^ "'i 

.it would.oblige me e.xIr.iTipelv, us lb would 


be something ejuite new antWinconiinon. 
JArceiving that he ,wai,ted my an.swer, I 
told him, that I certainly had -htul many 


opportunities of seeing moscjues, some of 
thf^ inost stately*of which were ljuilt from 

tho ruins of our ancient temples, particular-, 

* • 

ly that at Benares, the minarets of which 
.were esteemed eminently beautiful ^ belt, 


that as I had never been in one, I jvas alto-*. 


gether unqualified to give an accurate des¬ 
cription of them.* “Did I'ro^ trouble churCli 
much, I suppose, sir ?” rejoingd he, .with an 
arch smile.* “ Good lidavcn,!” criiid.2t;vcran, 



'■ do you not knovv,>l])at a moscjue is a Ma- 
!■ oinedan j)lace ot' worship,, and liave I not 
already told you, -that this gentleman is-a 
Hindoo?'’—‘Ay, ay, I had forgot, he is a 
heathen. So much the better; 1 shall love 
him, if he hates all priests and priest-ridden 
fools; I ne\ er kne>v any good cftine of 
either.” So saying, he offered me his hand, 
and shook mine in a inast cordial. manner, 
lie then ;enewed''J]is solicitations for the 
o])ini()n of Severan, in regard to the manner __ 
ill which he should, finish his projected 
building', If (a building, for which he had 
not yet fixed ujion a situation); the jihilo- 
sopher eiuded any furthci' dissertation^ on 
the subject, with great dexterity, and tinally 

'* lAplanatioiis of the terms -of Arcliitcctiire, &,c 
iboiigh vorv i.eci ssary to the friends of the Rajali, it- 
was tlioiiglit would be rather tiresome to the thijilisli 
reader; they arc Llierefore omitted by the 'riaiislator, 
who has Irequenlly been obliged to take liberties of the 
same isature. 
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prevailed upon hiijn to introduce‘us to the; 
apartment of *his lady. 

We found Lady Ardent, and her eldest 
daughter, in tliQ apartment called the draw¬ 
ing-room. I hey weie }he|>ared to g« out, 
and had their canlage waiting for them at 
the floor; but, on ,our entrance, politely 
resumcfT their’.seats, '^die camittenance of 
neither of these ladies'exhiirited one single 
lirre, that could lead to tin! flevelopmeuL 
of their ehanu:tcrs; all was plaejd unifor¬ 
mity,'and iinspcaking regularity of feature. 

. Surely, said 1 to^mysclf, these women must 
h&ve ani-.ied at tjie very zenith df perfec¬ 
tion! • How'efl’eetually must every passion 
have been subdued under the glorious em- 
’ pire of reason, before th'ey could have attain^ 
ed sucli inexpressive indifference! *[t is true, 
tliat in their eyes thq sparj<ling chubdaj'* 

• • 

* The servant whose business if i;5 to proclaim tlic 

titles of any great persoi^ige. 
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of intellect doth not jVoclaim his master’s 
presei-ce—but the apathy which sits upon 
their i'oreheads, speaks in plain language, 
their contempt of the world and its va¬ 
nities. With them, as with the belo¬ 
ved ol' Krishna, |)aii) and pleasure are as 
one! The modesty of female bashfulness 
sealed llie lips of the young lady, but her 
mother imj'iired alter my friend (irev, if 
not with alfeetion, at least with much po¬ 
liteness. She'treated me (as I was told by 
Ifoetor Severan) A^ith an uneommon de¬ 
gree of attention. She gave me a slin f)f 
stilf paper, on which was marked the iOth 
day of the nc.xt month, which T was. in¬ 
formed by my friend, was an invitation to 
a rout; that is to say, an entertainment, 
wliere a vast nund)et' of rafional, wise, and 
well-informed votaries'of immortality, meet, 
together, not l^o converse, but to look at 
each othei'. and to turn o\-er the bits of 
painted paper called cards ! After reeeiv 



irig ibis mark of her ladysliip's atlenlioUp 
we took our leave, and retired. 

1 was curious to kjiow some further par- 
licular.s of a family, whose manners appear¬ 
ed to me so peculiar; ahd Doctor .Seicra’n, 
whom 1 have the ha^pines.s of seeing every 
day, has liad the goodness amply to gratiiy 

my curiosity.’ lie began with* observing, 

• ^ ^ 

that “’to those who’take pleasuiV m in- 

♦ 

\usligating*thc j)henomcfia •that fall under 
their ohsci vation, e“Ttlu'i' mental or nialcrial, 
it is-not sullicicnt to .say that things me; 
so ; they must develoj) the causes in which 
ihvV hav^" originated. As there* are few 
suhslanccs found in a natural stale", whose 
■conslitueuL jyirts cannot be se])arated from 
each Ollier by the methods used in chemis¬ 
try, so there are few predominaifl disposi¬ 
tions of the mind, which may not be ana- 
• • • * • 

lyzed-and trace‘d tiiroug'ii their origin and 
progress, by any one who-will give liimsclt 
the troubfe to pursu-e tlie ncccssSr\»’pro(^‘.ss. 
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“This investigation, if accuralcly'fol¬ 
lowed,” continued iny friend, “ will inva¬ 
riably lead us to the early education of the 
object of it. In it we will commonly find 
an ex])lanation of the manner in which the 
peculiar combination of ideas that ulti¬ 
mately forms character, has been produc¬ 
ed ; to it, therefore, we must always recur 
in our analyzation of the propensities and 
conduct of any individual. 

“The father of Sir'Caprice was three 
limes married.—His first wife, wlio was the 
heiress of a wealthy family, died soon after 
the birth-of a daughter, in wliom the for¬ 
tunes of her family are at present centered. 
—His second wife, the mother of Sir Ca¬ 
price, brought him no othef dower besides 
beauty ami good temper. Her premature 
death overwhelmed him in affliction ; but, 
happily, just as be was erecting a monu¬ 
ment to her memory, in the inscription of 
which h'c gave notice to the world, that 
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his affections were for ever buried in hei 

tomb, a consoling angel appeared to cam- 

* 

fort him, in the shape of. Lady Caroline 
Lcauinont. 


“ This kidy, who brought him only one 
daughter; proved ,a» excellent wife, and 
would have been one of the best of mothers 
to his .children, Lut for a certain timidity 
of tempe'r, which rcstivutied her froi^i exert- 
jn^g authority over the chiidi^in of another. 
JTom her, therefore, diey met with unli- 
juited indulgence, that most ptfwerful in- 
ilamer of the passions, in whose high tem¬ 
perature, fortitfide is lost, and seltislmess, 
arrogaucc, and pride, are inseparably unv- 
led. 


Their father having a (ii,slike,to puhlit; 
^eh•)()ls, and resolving that his daughter 
shoukj share the advantag*es of a classreal' 
education with his son, provided them with 
a tutor at home—1,frc reverend ^Ir Ergo. 
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Well do I remember liim. lie afterw ards 
goi! tile living of our jiarish and used to 
stuff his sermoi.s with Greek and Ileluew'’, 
in such a manner, as to m.ake the |)o;)i' 
people stare at the dejith of his knowledge. 
In truth, he was a most profound linguist ; 
a eoiiijilete' walking voeahulary ;—hat of 
every virtue that dilates the heart, of every 
seienee that exjiands the soul, he was com- 
pletel\ ignorant, 'flie highest idea he could 
foini of the ei’iiu ts of human intellect, W'as 
coutined to an accurate knowledge ot nouns, 
\cibs, cases, and lenses; and, to commit 
tlic.^e to the memory of his pujiils, w'as the 
chief ohjyct of his solicitude. Idupialilied 
to fi.v the generous princijile in the ductile 
bosom, he attended not to tlic dewelopment 
of mind, but, on thg contrary, ex Killed as 
eharks of. getjius, the early whims and ca¬ 
prices of his pupil, which w^ere, in lealily, 
"the ebullitions of .an unregulated iiuagina- 
tion. 
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■ . ' It is, perhaps, to lliis want of judg 
ment in the tutor, that the extraordiijiirv 
degree of ardour and .unsteadiness, ‘vvliieh 
has distingui^iiied the l^ai*OBet,inay, in sonu* 
degree, be attributed. A reeilai of the 
various aiid op*|)osite j)ursuits. in winch Jte 
has Jreen at ditlereut times engaged, \vil! hi 
the best iliuslration 1 can give you of his 
character, which is/ such a oiie, as, I sup¬ 
pose, .your eastern ywarld' has ne\er ])ro- 
duced. He is, however, bv n-o iheans an 
unicjuc in this part of the woi id ; u hcic the 
lib'crty of cofnmitting* every folly that sug¬ 
gests itself to the fancy, is consideied as 
tlie most gloriwus privilege. 

'' riie ardour of Sir Caprice’s mind,” con- 
linueil, mv friend, “was,, for the lirst.two 
years after his fatlier's death, expended upon 
running horses ; atdehgth, finding liimself 
iahoi in by hi.'i compceis ftf the turf, cheat- 
ed by his grooms, and most freqyently dis- 



tanced at the post, he sold his racers, and 
forswore I>ewnuiiket foi ever.” 

Here I was obliged to beg an explana¬ 
tion from the philosopher, and found, that 
it is customary for the great men in this 
kingdcmi, in their exertion of the privi¬ 
lege hinted at above, to expend immense 
sums of money on a very beautiful, though 
useless species of Horses. I hese animals 
are, hov/e\er, ..rioomed to experience the 
effects of the capricious liumours of their 
maslers. At one tinu', they are considered 
as the dearest friends, and most loved eoin- 
panions of their lords, who are never so 
happy, as when in the ajrartmentsOf their 
four-legged favouriles. While this fit of 
fondness lasts, they are attended by nume¬ 
rous servants, who, takjng consequence 
from the dignity of their employment, are 
at once the most insolent, apd most rapa¬ 
cious of the domestic tribe. Some of these 
are employed in rubbing the skins of the 
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hot&es into a beautiful polisli, while others 
serve them with tlie choiecsl food.* Nay* 
so far does tlieir care extend, }hat, as irthc 
clotjiing of natiU’C were nyt’sulHoient, they 
provi'de them witli woollen gaiJiicnts, which 
completely coverlhcir whole bodies. M ill, 
not Ma^ndaara think, ^ihat the twuth Hath 
forsaken his fiicnd, when I say, that the 
tormentiijg of these uitforlunate favourites, 
fyrms ony -of the chief amusements of the 


English nobility? But, sojt is;-—at cer- 
tain appointedjjeriods, they are brought 
out iu the mitlst of a O(fncour.se.<if .sj)ecta- 
tors, 'strij)|)cd of their fine clothing, and 


•forced to gallop •round a certain jnece of 
ground full speed; while, for the amuse¬ 
ment of their cruel masters, they *are whip¬ 
ped, and t'ven goaded by sharp instrurjieuts 

i ^ j 

of steel, until the blood flows in streams 
from their lacerated bodies, tod this is call¬ 


ed sport!—But, Xo return^ fo Sir Caprice 
Ardent. If I rigbtl}' remember, the next 
pursuit upctf) which, tocording to.IJoclor 
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Several! s account, he employed tlie vigour 
of Ids mind, was hunting. Here are no 
dungles in wjdcii to pursue the ferocious 
tyrants of ih^ lorest. Here, courage is not 
called forth in the attack of the wild ele¬ 
phant, or the roaring lion. Nor is acti- 
vil\ and watchfulness necessary, to guard 
against the sudden spring of the carnage- 
loving tiger. The p'orsuit of a ijinall ani¬ 
mal, called a fok", employs the- vigour of 
tl)e i'digiish hunters. 'J'he mischief vvhieh 
tile [ddlosopher inforined me, was done by 
Sir Caprice, and liis friends, in pursiiil ot 
this little animal, I confess, appeared to me 
altogetlier unaccountable. He mentioned 
their having spoiled liftecn farms, liy break¬ 
ing down the fences, and that a young- 
wood, of great extent, which ,had been 
planted by his father, was, by the advice of 
one of the coftipanions of Sir Caprice, in 
oTiler to gi\ e "fiee scope, to the magnani¬ 
mous juirsuers of the red fugitive, hurnecl 
to the ground. Atlother eonrequence of 
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this <liversion was, 1o me, equally incoui- 

prchensible. JVotwitlisfuiuling' the eoM- 

ness oi' the elimatc, it seems.to be prodiic- 

tiw ol‘the most asl()nishin<>’denree oi I hirst. 

The sum oi'money, which,'aecoidinq- to 

tlie calcula>ion of Doctoy Severan, \\ as cxr 
• ♦ 
ptaidcfl by Sir Caprjc<;, on the wine i>idped 

down by Ids companions of the chase, 
would, if it had Iwen cmi)lovcd in improv- 
•ing the. (vncultivated p'l.rls of liis estate, 
liavc been su-flicient to have made tlie bar¬ 
ren wilderne.ss.a garden ul'dehghfs. 


Next to Inmling, ’ said D.octor Seve- 
laii, “ .sneeredc(? the love of caiuipage and 
fine clothes. It was now -the ambition of. 
the Baronet’s licart, to attract tlie attention 
of the Indies. His amjiition was* perliaps, 
in no other iiursuit of his life, so lailly gra¬ 
tified. Wherever he apjieaTed, his exqui¬ 
site tai^tc was the object■yf'nnbounded :ftl- 
miration. 



“ To have a wife, whose beauty would 
justify the opinion entertained of liis taste, 
and who woidd likewise give him a new 
opportunity of di.spla}ing it in the choree 
of female ornaments, now engrossed his 
cares. Such a one he soon met with. You 
have seen his ladv- She is what i;; com¬ 
monly called, o)ie of the hi\st of u'omen. To 
an evenness gf temper, flowing from insen¬ 
sibility, she adds a strict observance of ab 
the rules of politeness and good breeding, 
taught by that sort of education given at 
modern ■‘l)oarding-schools ; which, being 
directed to unessential forms, and useless 
accomplishments, renders ihe character cold' 
and artificial. Though incapable of gene¬ 
rous friendship, or heart-warming affection, 
she is never deficient in the external cere¬ 
monials of respect; and, though she never 
did a kind or •'good-natured thing in her 
life, the low temperature ..of her passions 
assists’ her in preserving that semblance of 
placidity, often, very imprope-;ly, called 
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^xeeetness, whicli at all times appears in her 
countenance. 


‘'•With abetter undevstandina;, she niiaht, 
perhaps, ha\ c di\,ected the eti'crvescence of 
her husbaiKT.s dispositiofl to some useful’ 
purj)ose, and restrained it within the limits 

of common sense. As it is, she contents 

• 

herself, iT, by the assistance of.a titlk cun¬ 
ning, in'which women’’of this class of in 7 
telk'cl are never deficient, slie ?an work out 
any link end,*, to \fhi_^h her Ultk selfish 
iniiiJ inclines her. 

' * * 

It wciidd be too tedious,-'’ ccHitinuctl 
Severan, “ to follow the Baronet through 

all the various *vhims and fancies, in which 

• . . * • * 

his restless spirits have discharged them- 

■selves. 

“ The only perioddn which I ever knew 

4 

reading to occupy mu,cii of his time, was 
soon, after fiis marrkge, when he Hok J:o 
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stndyino^ books of education; and had ac- 
tuali\ fioni these composed a ticaliso, for 
the iusliuclioii of Ids expected licir; wliicli, 
liouevtr, was forgot before tlie child had 
learned to speak, for tlien lie liad turned 
hnjno^tr. 

“ It was then, that ihc fine grove of 
oaks and elicsnuts, the massy richness of 
wi)e>se foliage s( lo'cd eepially to shelter ami 
adorn his ''lately mansion," was knclied 
to ih(' giound ; and every spot willjiii 
sight ot’dlie windcAvs, melamorpliosed info 
‘ a dry smoolli-shaeen green,’ awkwardly 

r 

sprinkled with knarled sa|)i>lin'!;s, and •ill- 
formed clumps of shrubbery. llovv'' far 
this spirit of improvement migdit have led 
him, It is impossible to conjectiiVc ; for it 
was still at its height, when a piece of 
siher ore, found b\’ one of the workmen, 
in digging a canal, hitended to meander 
through the grounds, gave a new object to 
his evr:' ardent mind. , 



‘‘"For llirce slcejiless niglits, hi.j tancy 

revc'lk'd in all t4)c‘ riches of Peru. Miners 

• 

were brought from various *jjaiis of tlie 
kiii.|j;(lom, am! tlic grealtst encouragement 
ofl'ered to those who should l)c successful 
in discovei iifg- llie vein, of the existence oP 
wjunclg* lie could not* entertain* a doubt. 
Huge excavations wmre made in various 
directions, all begun in hope, _and ending 
ill disappointment ; The* miners strictly 
followed tlie ‘usual example oi* our Jh itish 
ministers of stfitc ; who. when they h.ne 
'p^tuged the nation into/m unneeefsary and 

unsuccessful wai', take care, wdren the ac- 

• • ^ 

count of defeat comes from one (puii ter, to 
amuse the attention of the puhliej with thc 
prospect of bejtter snecess in another; and 
•Sir Capribe, like the hoiiest Britisfi p'eople, 
was too willing to bp deeeii ed, k) sutfer' 
liimself to diseover the trick. At length, 
finding his miners’groyv rich, in proportion as 
lie grew^ poor, his patience became entirely 
exhausted ;*and, wiU> exccratkm.s on 
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their knavery, and his own folly, he sud¬ 
denly dismissed them all, and set himself 
diligently to' repair the devastations they 
had committed on .the face of his estate. 
—It was this circumstance that perhaps 
tunied his thoughts to agriculture, which, 
as he contrived to 'manage it, was' as un¬ 
productive a folly, as any in which he had 
ever yet engaged. With suclf avidity, 

however, did he' enter into it, that I well 

# 

remember him' w'alking about the fields 
with a silver spoon in 'his ha'nd, to taste the 
diflerent'composts,'' into the Sjrecitie (jirau- 
tics of which he thought it nccessaiy to^ 
e.xaminc; and, ignorant of chfiuical pro¬ 
cess, he trusted to his palate, for a dis'eo- 
very of the acids or alkalis they contained. 
It would seem, that, in this [rarticular, it 
had pr6ved-a deceitful guide;—for, not¬ 
withstanding jiis delicacy of taste, and al¬ 
though he had Istid out his fields in the best 
method, that the best theoretical writers 
hgd pWiifed rtu-t, he-liad the worst crops 

i 
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that were known in the country: Iw was, at 
leng’tli, eontenic'd to replace the o1<l teiiants 
in their ianns; and finding Ins estate eonsi- 
'itA.ai)ly iiH’uniherctl 1)^’ liis carious selieuie.s 


of fortune niakiijg, (avarice having now bc- 
jr’oine the passion which ^hietU predonvinaf 
cd in his heart), he*rc5olved for a few \ ears 
to.try the economical plan of travelling. 


He.. acci^'dingly set out -for the continent, 
\vith his lady, leaving’lhs eldest daughter 


at .the .most fasliionabic boao^ng-school in 


London ; his ^ecoint, who had been .ulopt- 
hti^froni the hour of he^‘ birth Iry his sister, 


Miss Ardent, remained witli hcr; and the 
youngest had the liappines.s^fUjeii?g recei- 
vetl uiwhr the roof ot lier exceljent aunt, 
Lady Grey. 




“ Sir Caprice Ardent and -his lady re- 
mained abroad for six years; in the course 
of wliich period Itis l^idy bfought him three 
sons, only one of whom survives; a poor 
puny boy, so completely spiTiled‘hy^andvl- 
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genre, that there is no bearing his.petu- 
Jancf ancf prate. During life residence of 
our Baronet in, Italy, he gave sufficient 
proofs to his friends,4hat the change of,as;r 
niosphere had no effect on the temperament 
of his mind. A'ntiijues, music, pictures, 
statues, intaglios, and even butterllies, wene, 
in their turns, the exclusive objects of.his 
attention. The death of a relation jvho 
bequeathed him a Targe legacy, brought 
him at length back to his coiintr^j.just as 
the rage for building llad begun to occupy 
his mind. With its effects you are suffi¬ 
ciently acquainted; and you will probably, 
before the conclusion of the summer, see it 
give place to some other absurdiW> which 
will be entered on with equal ardour, ma¬ 
naged with equal skill, and ultimately 
abandoned with equal facility.” 

I 

Alas! cried I,T find that folly is'a plant 
which flourislies in every clime; it only 
differs'Tn' the’ colouring. But if it is not 
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intruding- too far upon your time-and pa¬ 
tience, 1 should be glad to know, 'what, hue 
it assumed in the young lady \vlib was edu-' 
ra^d by the same tutar. 

My frientl willingly gVatificd my cvirio- 
sity, and thus proceeded : 

‘>,To-^e eldest s'ister of Sir Caprice, who 
inherited from nature it s'tronper intellect, 
and quicker perception than lier hrolher, 
the tuition of*X)octT)r Er™ was attended 

i' • f 

with m-ore beneficial donseriuences. The 
ancient authors, whose works were by him 
put- into hfir hands, merely as^xercises in 
the dead lanaruay-es, attracted her atten- 
tion. She acquired a taste for their beau¬ 
ties, and soon became sO addicted to read¬ 
ing, as, at an early period of life rendered 
her mistress of an extensive ,de£ 2 ;ree of in- 
formation. But, alasr! it is not merely a 
knowledge of the fact,§ corftained in his¬ 
tory,, nor a relish for the beJiTties o/poetic 
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imao'cry", nor a superficial acquaintance with 
any-branch of science, tbat'ean effect ually 
expand the powei's of the liuinan mind. 
For tliat great end, •■Slie jiulgment inusfe-fc; 
qualified to apply them tQ useful juirposes. 
It v-'as this deficienev, which led Miss Ar¬ 
dent to value her accidental attainments 
at so liigh a rate, as to make her despise 
not only the weaknesses, but ev&h. tlm do¬ 
mestic virtues of'lier ovvm sex. Tlieir oc- 
eujvations aifvl amusements she treated wiilr 
the utmost contemptand thought that in 
this contempt, she gave the surest prooFnf 
the superiority of her own masculine under¬ 
standing'. 

“ From her mind the particles of vani¬ 
ty were not expelled, they only assumed a 
new form. • Instead, of the attention to ex- 

, t 

t. 

ternal beauty, feminine graces, and elegant 
manners, the Vanity* of Miss Ardent ap¬ 
peared in an affectation of originality of 
sfntiii/ent, aini an intrepid singularity of 



101 


conduct. In sup|)ort of this character, she 
altogether losei> siglit other own,-which Is 
naturally gentle and benevolent; and en- 
foj^es lief opinions in jo ‘dicfatorial a man¬ 
ner, as renders lier ecpially the objec t of 
dread and tiisiikc to the. generality of her 
acajuahitarice. An^l, .indeed, it must be 
acknowledged, tliat this accon:)])lisbed wo- 
niaVi^^lLher eagernoss t*o display theslrengtli 

her i)\ihd, too often laVs aside that outer 
robe of delicacy, which is p/^t only the 

ornament, but the avmour of female virtue; 

* • • • ^ _ 
and thj^t slie never attempts to shSie, with¬ 
out exciting the alternate emotions of ad- 
mi.ration and disgust. ’ 

Crood heaven! exclaimed I, and is thi^ 
the consequence of female learning ? 'is the 
mind of woman rer///j/formed gf sueh w£al*v 
materials, that as soon as iV emerges from 
ignorance, it must i^ecessarily become in¬ 
toxicated with the fumes, of yanit} and 
conceit ? 
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" Ar.d (lid your liigliness never see a 
m'ak peds'iit?” replied the pldlosopher. 

“ Did you. never behold a man destitute 
of early education, and eontined to tin 
soeieiy of ignorant and illitemte people,' 
who had bv some ebanee atapuivd a knovv- 
ledg’c of Ixtoks; and did he not aj)pear as 
proud of liis superior information, as ridi- 
cidouslv \’ain, as arrogant, as ostentatious, 
and eoneeited, as' ,any learned hnly thai 
ever lived? 'pr, if a more phlegmatic tem¬ 
per prevented the effervescence of vanity 
from dis|^laying itse|f in the same inannex, 
it is ten to one, that he was still more in¬ 
sufferable by his dogmatic pedantry and 
siinerciliousness. The reason why su'di 
characters arc not so frc(juently to be met 
with amdngst men,.is, that (in this conn-, 
tryj^,at least) the education of boys is, in 
some degree calculated to open, and gradu¬ 
ally to prepare the mind for the repeption 
of knorf ledge; ,that of girls, on the con- 



trany, is from their very cradles inin/cal to 
the cultivation of any oue rational idea. • 

i . . 

‘‘ In tke mcHtal as in the Inaterial world,' 

similar causes will ever jr/oduce similar 

effects ; Let th*e combiyatioii of ideas he 

attended to from the (,'arliest pewod ot’life ; 

let the mind he early taus>f|d: to think ; 

taiigjr^io forni a.Just estimate of the oh- 

^'cts, eVithiu the reach \)f its ohservation; 

and, apjrrcciiiting every thing fry its usefid- 

ness, led to sge, ll\,at genius is less vuliiuble 

than virtue, and that the knoryledge of 

% 

every science, and the attainment of every 
’accoraplislmient* sinks into insignificance, 
whetrcompared 'to tlic iK.iform perforniT 
ance of any known duty. Will the mind, 
whether it belongs to male or female, that 
is thus prepared, be elated into a^rogarjpB^^ 
by learning the opinions c5f tht people of 
different ages, even thoiigl* taught to read 
them in the langu^e in ryhich tlley were 
originally*written ',’will^jjl- beegme less 
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modi'.',',, less amiable, les.s engaging, I’or 
having i,een enlarged by this extent ofin- 
ibnnation; ()r,\vill H be less (jiuilified for 
tile perfornianee of social dutie.s,! becaui^ 
it has been freed from the (o'vjudiees of 
ignoiance, and taiigbt to till its place in 
the scale id' rational beings r Surely, no; 

1 need only ..mention the name of Lady 
(irey, to give the fuircst.jiroof of .the,.iirs- 
lice of my assertion. This younger sistei. 
of the Ardents, ,had, under the care id' a 
nud her, eminently ijualilied .for the task, 
the advau>ta.ge of just such an education as 
I have described; but though to all the 
understanding and accom|)iishments of her 
.-jistcr, slie at!TT!?'that brilliancy of imagina¬ 
tion, of which the value is so apt to be 
o\ cr-e.s,timated by its jmssessors,.. she is 
ijf'pJier vain, ostentatious, nor assuming. 
Accustomed to.*compare her actions, not 
u ith the triflers aroulid her, but witli tlie 
pure staiklard of Christian excellence, her 
virtucs.afe all ^nuinl'. For instance, the 



, which, in wc^ian, is 
, passive laiytness oi' 


(j'uality'of gentleness, 
seldom more ^ihan a pass! 
spirit, that yields withoi^it struggling to the 

• t 

encroacljinent^ ol’ the feurhhleiit and un- 
.vorthy, is\ in her, the spontaneous oft- 
sjning ol' twie humility; .it is the transcript 
ot'llujt wisdom whk'U is from a^)o\c, pure, 
and peaceable, and lovely !—J\h')dcsty is not 
in^hjjU' Whe aftectalio’n of s(jAeamish deli- 
srdey—it is the purity,ot’ the heart. Ma¬ 
ternal fondi>c.ss (and nevcj- \^is the heart 
of a mother more ttnderly affectionate) is, 
like every other atfection of her 9>oul, put 
under the controid of reason. .That blind 
‘indulgence, vvhit h would he prejudicial to 

tne real interests ’of its objects, is by her- 
• • 
considered as a selfish gratification, not to 

be enjoyed but at the cxpence of the fu¬ 
ture happiness of her child; it is tjicre^^Nfc 
wisely restrained, though sometimes at the 
expenc_p of present fefeling.* Such tender¬ 
ness, directed by sut\^ wisdom, is tV'C near¬ 
est possibl* imitation of tljf*^ most .amiable 



atti ibi^'s of the divinity !—And wlio wofild 
pwt suciKa ^\■OInaR as this, jn comparison 

vvifJ) the most he^iUful piece of insipid 

0 

ignorance, ’tha't ever openeol its e -'cs u poi i 
the world? Is there a man,,Avho would 
prefer tlie vapid chatter of a pretty idiot 
lo the conversation of such a w onura? So 
good! so wise I so beautiful! ^I'es, my 
noble Rajah, she is still beautiful l-dlnnigh 
her eyes have lost ^Somewhat of that luslrt-, 
Avhich, but a;few years ago, was the admi¬ 
ration of all beholders, they still beam with 
animation and sensibility. ” 

Ah ! my friend, cried i, you need say 
little to persuade me of her beauty; the 
accomjdishments and virtues of an ugly 
wdman, tan make little impression even 
«5i^the mind of a philosopher.—My friend 
coloured, but * before he could ' reply, a 
loftd explosion froin ”the further end of the 
room burst upon our/<ears, and filled us 
with^iomenta.;y terror. In discoursing 



oh''Litd}^ Grey, my friend had forgo^en the 

neecssary niaiiagement ©f a ieto>^ wJiidi, 

' . .* 

for wdui of his attention, burst in pieces. 
f knovv .A} ot \that wj^re* its’ contents, but 
they sent Nj^jrtli such sutfofating etiluvia, 

as, had 1 not been restnuned In politeness, 

• • 

would (ju'iekly haye .driven mt from tlie 
room. 

'■•^When’the smoke \vtiieli followed the 
exj)Iosion was somewhat dis.'^pated, I ob¬ 
served my feiend,, standing in a melan¬ 
choly j)Osture, with clasped dutiids, and 
fixed eyes, ruminating on the. misfortune 
that had befallen him. A course of ex- 
periments, the labour erf many weeks? 
were by this unhaj)py accident rendered 
abortive^ It eyas a subject that tould riot 
immediately admit of consolation v 1 t^^wk 

fore, for some time, preserved fhe strictest 

• • 

silence.. Just a<s I was about to open ftiy 
lips with tlic voice ^f syrppathy, ’the phi¬ 
losopher, ‘who had .n’evet .jifted Jjjs eyes 
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from renuiins of the broken vessel, 
SLf(l(len!y'''la]>ping-‘his hamls.tos>ether, ex- 
elaimed, in a'Lransport of eeslaey, “■ 1 see 
it! I see if!—•fleaveys! wlilt a d■’••'^■ove iyJ 
—Never was 'there so fortunate an inci¬ 
dent ! ’ I was at fn’st somewhat'afraid that 
my friend';?’ senses had reeeived a Uiock 
from this alarming incident ; hut was 
happily relieved from my apprchCnsiyiis, 
on being informe*^, • that the appear anee^; 
which the nVittrr, contained in the.retort, 
had assumed on its explosion, gave a hint 
to the prhloso|)her, for the exjrlanation of 
some jrlnenomena hitherto unaccounted 
for. In a moment, that hnc eounterrance 
(and rrever did" brahma bestow itpon 'U 
human soul an index so intelligible) which 
had been* so lately , shaded by tkc cloud 
f-S^dyspondeney, was brightened by the 
emanations of joy, and irradiated by the 
sniile of exultation' and delight. v,I was 
not sufficiently initiated m scrence, to be 
able -apprecigte th? value of«the disco- 
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very, wliicli gave such ecstatic pWsure to 
tlic nhiul of tlic ]>hilosofplier; hm conteln- 
plated witli rapture, the nisdom of the 
iu'yuortilVSpivit, wIiq, Xv’hen lie spread the 
volume of\jialure before li’is rational off- 
spring, palvsed this iinallerahle decree n* - 
“ d'hat to the niiml devoted td its jiernsal, 

the eorrosive passions shou^ld he unknown. 

• 

That w should have power do assuage the 
iunuilts of the soul \o foster the emo¬ 
tions ..of vif'tue; and to pro'^uce a species 
of enjoyment, peetdiarly its own!”—SucJi, 

O ! Maandaara! such are the tfdvantages 
* ^ 

of science !! 


Accouding do appointment, I went, a 
few evenings, ago,-^^tp Lady Ardent's rout. 
Doctor Severan Jiad the.^goodnc&sjto ac- 



no 


conipaJf.v me; a piece of condescension, 
which, nxuv that I know what sort of a 
t]]inf>- a rout is, I cannot but consider as a 
very disting’ulshefkcQinpliment. 

• A rout is a species of penanc6, of which, 
the pious A'ogees O'f Hindoostan never 

conceived an i’dea; if these people were 

» 

not the profestsors Qf a reiigion wjifcli pro¬ 
hibits the worsliip'of the inferior deitic' 

I sliould say,^it Was a sacrifice ‘to tlie God¬ 
dess of hashion ; a sacrifice, not of the 
joint of a finger, or a toe, as we are liere 
told it is the custom to present to that 
(ioddess. in some newly discovered coun¬ 
tries,* but of every faculty of the souf, 
that distinguishes the rational from the 
brute dreation. These remain duting the 
c^^npny of the rout,, in an absolute state 

It is supposed by ‘the Tcanslator, that tlie Rajah 
here alludes to a custom said t^be practised in Otabeite. 
See Cool ^ Voyages. 
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of suspension. You may imagine,, dear 
iMaamlaara, wJiat a saerific'c ihiir'must 1)e 
to people possessed of so mueh wisdom, ^ 
an'vj wlv..»,are *so emjnt'ntly (jiialilied for 
the pleasiiiVs of conversation ! Wliat a 
sacrifice ! to he deprived of tlie inter¬ 
change of ideas, of every com'municatioji 
of. sentiment, and ever}’ advantage of un- 
dcrslaiiiling, a-nd’to he,doomed to sit stif- 
'L"’^g in a crowded room,-during the length 
of.an evening, with no other ^Jiijrloymcnt, 
than that of' t ;ning over little bits of 
painted paper! 

Jt is noj, surprising, that in.suchcircuin- 
stances the countenances of these votaries 
of fashion, sljould so frequently be distin¬ 
guished hy the insipid stare of vacancy, or 
the lowering frown, of discontc-nt. - 
my part, I could not help pitying them 
from my very ‘’soul: I • was particularly 
concerned for a gretuj) of. young females, 
wlio were'l)laced on a soplia in k Cohaer of 



llie ro\)m, and wdio, instead of cards, lic-Ul 
cAcIi in Vljeir band a small fan, which they 
from time to iMncopened, and again shut in 
.1 very melancholy irvmner. ' As j! '-fint^m- 
plated their situation with rnneh compas¬ 
sion, wondering whether sileiuV had actu¬ 
ally heen irtiposed upon them as one of the 
duiies of the ceremony, my feelings were 
effectually relieved hy the eutrance^lf three 
efieminale-looking youtlis, dressed in t.'"' 
milil.'iiy h^d^it, whose pale I’accs and punv 
figures rendered it a matter of doubt to 
which sex they actually belonged, till one 
of them being saluted Lord, relieved me 
from tlie dilemma. Whether ,there was 
■any thing exhilarating-in the perfumts 
w^hich these Saibs had plentifully bestow¬ 
ed uptm'their persons, I know hot; but 
t»^r„aj>^earance seemed to spread a sudden 
ray of animation over the dejected Bibbys, 
who in a moment began tt> speak to each 
other with wonderful loquacity; the fans 
werq,Xtpcncd and shut with inerdksing cele- 
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rity the Chouries upon their ]iea(J^, were 
with one consent put into niolioo,'^ waving 
like tile graceful plumage,of’ the Auney,* 
wh,en iL/•arrie*s the iMeskiges of (iamdeo; 
and their eyes, ,which liad hitherto rolled, 
with langufd vacuity, from one head-dress 
to anhlher, now t unfed their glances to- 
W 4 ids that part of the room, where the 
lady-liKl‘ gentlemen stood, lyvo of these 
'heroes, with a degree of Voiititiide to wliicli 
m^ny more gallant-looking mc'^^amld liavc 
been unequal, iurniHg their hacks upon the 
fair creatures, wlio so sweetly ’solicitetl 
their attention, sat down at a card-table, 
each placing hhn'self opposite to a w.rinkled 
Bibb}', .old enough to be lifts graadmother. * 
The young Lord, either possessing less re¬ 
solution Iflian his companions, or not con¬ 
sidering tliis sort of penance neces«Myi^^‘’ 
the good of his soul, joined liimself to the 

* A fabulous bird, frequently itierrtioned by the Poets 
of India,, as th6 arabassadpr^f love. 
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tkn-pia^jng party of the young ladies.— 
Dulness and inelahclioly vanished at his 
a[)proarh ; cveVy word he uttered produc¬ 
ed a .simper on the- ])retty face^- of Jh.s 
female audience ! the sintper/ at length, 
increased into a tittering laugh. Olrserv-^ 
iug that they cast thldr eyes to the ‘oppo¬ 
site .side of the apartment, 1 judged it was 
some object placed there*that excitV'd their 
risibility; following the direction of their 
glances, I p^redived a lady with a remark¬ 
ably ])leasaut countenance, who had in¬ 
deed no thourie upon her head, and who 
was in every [rarticular less disfigured by 
dress, than any other person ip the room. 
'I was pondering in my owm mind, how 
tliis modest and unassuming' personage, 
could'excite the risibility of the fair group, 
-irvlady, who had for some time stood 
near them, apparently engaged in over- 
broking a card-<table,. tinned round, and 
addressed them in the following manner : 
“ 'When you, my Lor^ and Ladies, have. 
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sufficiently amused yourselves in ridicul¬ 
ing the dres^ of that excellent, woman* I 
hope you will next proceed to .her charac¬ 
ter. Vou catinot do, better, than compare 
it wdth ydur own. I do Assure you, her 

dress is not so widely ihfferent from your’s, 

*^0 

as iHie furniture .of either iTcr head or 
lieart. That very woman, with her Hat 
cap a^l j)lain. petticoat, has an understand¬ 
ing of the first quality and a heart re- 
pletc with every virtue.. While she has 
been cultivating jhe one, and exercising 
the’ other in* the noblest mamitr; be so 
good as to ask yourselves, how you have 
been employed*? But, perhaps, your obser¬ 
vations, like those of a •monkey, can go 
no farther than the ornaments of the per- 
son ? Then, poor things ! who can blAme 
you, for exercising the highest^^yf^vyinr. 
intellectual powers ; and for asserting 
your claim to rationality, though even'by 
the lowest and most equivocal of its cha- 

racteristitts ?”—You’‘have beheld, a flock 

• • * 
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of paroquets basking tlicinselves in i Jic ra^^^i 
of the sun, .all exerting their little throat.s, 
and .S(|ualling and chattering with all their 
iniglu ; when, lo ! a cormorant, or other 
hiid of j)re\, has made its a|)peairanee, and, 
in a moment, the elamorous voices ol' the 
little gieen-iohed chatterers has been hash¬ 
ed in silence,—becoming as mute as the 
vegetable tribe, under whose friendly ieac e.s 
they sought for jhvlter. 

Such was the effect produced upon the 

pretty grdnlip of Bibbys, by tins unexpected 

harangue; and, I eoni'ess, I participated so 

much in their feeling.s, that I was not a 

little alarmed, when the orator, turning 

with a look of ineffable.contempt, from her 

> 

dishiayedliuditors, addressed herself tome. 
-uiINlor did it greatly tend to relieve me, 
w hen I dise6vered that it wars Miss Ardent 
wlio thus did me t)le honour of introdueing 
herself to my acquaintance. My friend, 
the phUosopher, had Sajd enough,.to fright- 
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on me, at the idea of holding-.aiij' ooin- 
mnniealion -witli a kdrncd hulg. i^l'ouiul 
her, liowever, not quite .so'fonnidable as 
3f^d at first* apj)rcheii'ded. She, indeed, ’ 
soon found, nipans, not only to reconcile 
me to lier’company, hift to render it^(juile 
rhafming. Siie (Hrc'cted the 'conversation 
-to the delightful subject of my dear native 
r-ounUy !_ At-hef desire, I described to her 
the peculiar charms of^TlV blooming land¬ 
scape, Avhose exhilaraliilg l^iuties glad¬ 
den the hearts of*thc hap[)y inhabitants of 
Almora. I painted to her imagination the 
immeasurable forest, whose tre'cs have tlieir 
sjcy-toucjnng heads overshadenvud by the 
•A'eneraible mountains of Cummpw. I talk¬ 
ed of the tjuuulbring torrents which are 
dashed‘fiom the stupendous rocks, and 

which, delig'hted at.their eseapc«ft'<itsrtfiit’ 

• • 

frozen North, run to hitfe themselves in 
the bosom of Arai^ga, •! told her of the 
names vvdiich they assumed upon their 
route ; e!cpatiated on tlie channhi^ banks 
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which adorned the course of the rapid 
GumUy, ^tiid of th’e playful meandcrings 
/)f the Gurra. *I had likewise the honour 
of explaining to her, the present political 
state of the country; it is subject upon 
which, since I ha^c been in England, I 
haA'c seldom had any opportunity, and still 
seldoiner any satisfaction in conversing. 
In all tliat relates to. our cckintry, I have in¬ 
deed found thesr^aistern lovers of science 
most deplorr’Jy ignorant. Yon may believe 
it impressed me with a Very high idea of 
the su})eribr powers of Miss Ardent’s mind, 
when I found, that she had paid particular 
attention tp every thing connected with 
the history or literature of India. But 
even Miss Ardent has her prejudices, and 
I did not find it a “very easy mtitter to 
' cd^vinde her,- that the Mahhabbaret was 
superior to thg* Iliad of Homer; or that 
Calidas was a dramatic ’Poet equal in 
excellence to Shakspeare. You will smile 
at ' jlrejudices; but consider, my dear 



■friend, what you would think of the ano- 
gance of aii}' foreigner, wiio won id Ina e 
the presumption to j)ut the woiks'of Ihs 
Vonnlrymcn.in eompetifion witli those dk 
'.'ine Jkirtls, and you ‘will, learn to make 
allowances’ fdr this lady. She was snr- 

])ri!ied to hear that I had not } et been to 

• * 

sec the representation of an English Natac, 
'^lerevalled a play, *iid invited me to be of 
her parfy, to see the'^g^rformance of one 
tlie following evening.^ l.was charmed 

with the invitation, and ditHTot fail in my 

• • 

■ attendance t>n the letter-loving- Ilibby, at 
the time appointed.- 

The Cuilding appropriated to tins amuse¬ 
ment belongs to the King, tind is called 

his Theatre’; and to it he sends ins servants 
• . ’ * * 

for the diversion of the public. They^are 
not, however, paid by *their inasler, but, 
like all the servante of the English mobi¬ 
lity, are paid by the visitors. N or are they 
so modest as some*that I have seen, at the 
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royal palaces and gaidt ns, who never asked 

fur, their wages, until they had gratilied 

iny eUriosity ; but these stipulated for a 

eeiLiiii sum, and denianded it bei'ure thcv 
« 1- ^ 

permitted me to enter. 

My "expectations, in respect to the mag¬ 
nificence of the building, and the splendor 

r 

of its decorations, were somewhat disap¬ 
pointed ; but,'n}:K)j>r the whole, it is very 
well contrivcYl for seeing and hearing the 
performers.—in front of the stage, is an 
aisle largej: than that in the^ church, in 
uhich the people are, however, treated 
with more respect, being all accommodated 
w ith scats; and I could perceive, that Acre , 
their marked approbation of any passage 
excited .sojne degree of attention Jn the 
great people, who sat in the little pews 
above Ihem ;■ and although among these 
great people, sortie appeare4 to regartl the 
Natac as little as the sermon, talking and 
whispering almost as mlich at the^^^ theatre 
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•IS" (liey had done in cluirch; yet the per¬ 
formance was here, in <>-cncral, nmc.li bcttei* 
attended to by all who had tliyt' enjoyment 
of their .senses?—\'orr whl Ihink this a 

strange cxce|)lion; but you *must know, 

* • 

that a part »f the royal jhealre is jiecu- 
liarly appnrjiriaied to jhe reccji^ion of a 
species of bmalics, called Bucks, who arc 
imleed >ery noisy .and troublesome ; but 
ho are treated with an ain^ing degree of 
lenitv and forbearance, liv tjie Keiievolent 
^cojile, who bestow, upon them the pity 
that is due to tlicir unliappy situatWm. 

Great part of the entertainment seemed, 
indeed, calculated for thcir.amuscment, as 

it i§ well known that the eye can be gra- 

* • 

tified by jlic dis]>lay of gaudy v,olour^, 
even where the mind is destitute of the., 
gift of reason. This respecf*to folly, was, 
however, in my opinion, carried too fan; 
and though I should have been well pleas¬ 
ed to have s^en the grmVn childrep ajnused 
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by the exhibition of a few shewy pictuics 
and other inuniincry, I could not approve 
of turning the infirmities of old age into 
ridicule, for lhei>' amusement. I had fool¬ 
ishly tliouglit that all English plays were 
like the plays of Shakspcare ; but, alas ! 1 
begin to apprehend, that they are aiot all 
quite so good ! Instead of those portraits 
of the passions, which nature sponlanc- 
ously acknowle"';ges for her oxvm, J only 
see exaggerated representations of tran¬ 
sient an({ incidental folly. Whether it he 
owing *0 the peculiar tastfc of the exalted 
Omrah, vyhose office it is to examine the 
merits of the Natacs that are performed' 
by his Majesty’s servants, or to the limited 
genius of modern poets, I know not, but 
it appears evident, that all dramatic writers 
in this country, are now confined to one 
plot; A foolisli old man, devoted to ava¬ 
rice, has a daughter th^t is petulant and 
disobedient, or a son'^of the same character; 
perhaps two or three of these old men. 
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differins^ from each otlier in t.Le size and 
shape of the covering of -the head, called* 
Wigs, are brought into the ‘same piece, 
toge't^ieravith an old uiynarrie'd sister, who 
ahv'ays believes herself to he' young and 
handsome. ?\ftcr the yowng people have 
for soihe time excrjiisK’d their Ingenuity 
ill deceiving the vigilance of the old ones, 
and have successtully exposed to public 
f^idicule the bodily iufirii#li|gs and mental 
failings of their several parent^ they are 
*paired for mawiage, and thus the piece 
concludes. This composition is •sailed a 

Sentimental Comedy, arid is succeeded by 

• #*• 

what is teryied aTarce. In the Faixc, his 
Ma-jesty's servants make faoes, and perform . 
jjiany droll tricks for the diversion of the 
audience, ‘who seem particularly please'd 
with their .exertions in this }vay, *'^rich- 
they applaud with repeated *^cals of laugh¬ 
ter.—And, surely, it^must Ije highly gra¬ 
tifying to the imperial mind, to see the 
people pleased at so cheap ^ rate/. . • 
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The first time I went to the theatre was, 
'as I have already infoiiner! you, in eoni- 
pany witli Miss Ardent, who was mneli 
disappointed, that t}>e illness of one of the 
royal servants should have prevented the 
representation of a new piece, written hy 
an Eiifrlish otiieer in the service' of the 
East India Company; which, in the opi¬ 
nion of this lady, is a piece of much in¬ 
trinsic merit. At is taken from the hist or;, 
of Zingis,' and adorned with the tei'-or- 
striking spirit of Zaniouca, which blazes' 
throughont the whole of the performance. 
To me, I must confess, the presentation of 
such a piece would have been piore charm¬ 
ing, than either the lesson of mnraliiy, 
given in the sentimental comedy, or the 
fooleries of the farce; but I was informed 
•by Miss Ardent, that 1 must, be cautious 
how 1 gave utterance to such an opinion, 
a's nothing is now deemed so barbarous as 
the energy of good sense.—“ If your high¬ 
ness would haye the people of this coun- 
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(ry,'”’coiiruuie(l she, “ entertain a good idea 
of your taste, you must gir'e all your ad-* 
miration to hollow, but high-sounding scii- 
tiinciit. ^Sentinfent an^ sing-song are the 
fashion of I he day. That it rs so, we arc 
much indebted to the ca^e and talents of 
our modern’Bards, wjui, by such»composi- 
tions as the present, spoil and contaminate 
'^the natiisnal taste.”, “ Pardon me,” cried a 
. gentleman," who stood by,di^ut in my opi¬ 
nion, the stage does not so much form, as 
i'-ejkct the natipnal fastc. Poetry has al- 
'ways leached licr maturity, whilejier vo¬ 
taries were in a semi-bai’barous state; with 
*flie progress of civilization, she has gradu¬ 
ally declined ; and 'if we take the*rapidity 
of her decay in this country as the crite¬ 
rion of our refmementj we may proudly 
pronounce ourselves one of the most po¬ 
lished nations of the earth !”' 

Miss Ardent’s carriage being announc¬ 
ed, put an /;nd to the'conversati.onj. but 
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before sire stepL into it, she inviteil me t(j 
-dine with her on the following day.— 
“What!!’ you will say, “a single unpro¬ 
tected woman, invite you to her house?— 
Shameful violation of decorum! ”—But con¬ 
sider, my friend—custom, that mighty le¬ 
gislator, who issues the laws of piopriety 
to the different nations of the earth, mak- 
eth that appear amiable and |)roper in the 
eyes of the p(^j>le of one country, whiel 
in those of another is criminal and absurd . 
and so easily doth cyistom reconcile us tc 
her capricious decrees, that I received the 
invitatioij, and went to the house of Miss 
Ardent, with as little perturbation as ff" 
she had been a gentleman in petticoats.. 

' She- received me in an apartment de- 
voterjl to literature and contemplation, 

t 

from whencedt takes the name of study; 
the walls of the room, were lined with 
books, ail shining in coats of glossy lea¬ 
ther, fichly ornamented with leaf of gold. 
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Thai pains which in Asia is bestowed in 
decorating the; illuminated page, being in 
England all given to the o«tside cover- 
ingv^whlch, it hnist he, confessed, gives to 
the study a very splendid app'earance. 

Twd gentlemen Ijad arrived before me, 
ami were already engaged in conversation. 

»—These, as Miss Ardtfnt informed me in a 
vviiisper, were great Qrf*^s .—The word 
was new to me, and 1 did noC choose to 

■f*' vm, 

ask for an explanation, hut seeing a huge 
book upon the ta])le, which I kiww to be 
an explainer of hard words, I had imme¬ 
diate recourse to*it, and found a critic to be 
“ a man skilled in the art of Judging ()f lite~. 
jrature." What information might I not 
expect to receive fr.om such iiifallib'Ie 
judges, wlio, as the subs(?quent desr,>jption 
informed me, must be quafftied “ nicely to 
discriminate, and' ahl\^ to 'Judge the beauties 
and faults of wrilmgs."' —The name of a 
great author, whose \ybrks^J had read with 
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satisfaction and delight, met my ear, arid 
rile fire of expeclation was. instantly kin¬ 
dled in ,my* bosom. Conscious that 1 
could only skhn di^” suifacf of thgt ocean 
of wisdom, contained in t)ie work of this 
great moralist, 1 now hojicd 'to sec sucli 
hidden gems prodneed^ to view, as had es¬ 
caped my feeble search; but, judge of jiiy 
mortification, at being. informed duly ot’ 
the size of his^)ts«rgj—Both the Critics j)i()- 
duced a tlKiusand little instances of the 
oddities of liis nianuci;, tlie peculiarity of 
his dres-a, ■ and irritability of his temper. 
But as to.the excellence of his precepts,, 
the streno'th of his argui'iients. or the sn- 
blimity of his sentiment’s—the critics said 
not a word! 

Th^nanie of this author led to that of 
another—a' Poet, to whose verses Miss 
A'/dent gave the' epithet of charming .— 

t 

Her learned guests,, though, in general, 
obsequiously submissive to hor opinion. 
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did not, in this instance, seem \.q coincide 

witli ]ier.-^I5ut, instead of pointing' ont 

the defects of his coin|)Cisifion; tliey only 
mi^jitioiied the hadifcss of his taste, of 
which they gaye an iirefragahle jiroof, in 
his jnefernng a ro«.Vi!(’fl'*potat()e to a^clics- 
nut !~I\Iiss Ardent,* who diiT not seem 
pk’ased at having the taste of her faioii- 
rile poet called iiTcpiesl ion, abjupl !y turned 
the conversation, and «(??Rvssing herself to 
me, told me, slie should sorjn hi\ e (he jilea- 
sure of introdnciim me to some a'cnih men 
of distinguished talents and achiiowledged 
merit, whose names I had prohahly heard. 
—jShe thuii mentioned three of the most 
celebrated writers of the present day| 
every one of .wdiose works I had had the 
advantaiA' of reading* with Delomo'nd, in 
the course of our voyage. While %hc yet 
spoke, the Clmhdar re-echiied the names 
of these celehilitcd, men; they entered, 
and paid the tribute of -respect to this 
patroness fif scierme, who, wh^ site was 
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seated airong them, appeared, in my eyes, 
like ti;c (ioddcss Scrrcsw atti, sunoiiiidcd 
by the gems of tlie court of Vicrama- 
ditya. 

Think, Maandaara ! think \vhat I must 
liave fell, at tlie sig-ht of four live aulliois ! 
You may well believe, that I could not 
lind myself in the immediate ])resence of 

so many learned personages, without expe- 

/ 

riencing a considerable degree of agitalitm. 
1 remained immersed in siient awe and 
breathless expectation. Surely, said I to 
my^self, the conversation of men who are 
capable of writing books, mmt be very 
different frpm that of common mortals. 

One of them opesicd his moutii—I list¬ 
ened .vith avidity—ami heard—^that the 
morning had 'been remarkably rainy.— 
How beautiful is' this, corfdescension, said 
I again to myself, in one so wise!—The 
Cl^ubdar a'gain entered, at was tb announce 
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that, the dinner was upon the, table. 1 
followed Miss Ardent and her learrted 
guests into the apartment {destined lor this 
rt’^)asU where, aeeordiiig to the harb.uous 
custom of fhe^ eounlry, they sat ilowii to 
eat al one* table, and eoulined iheir eon- 
^■ersalion, while ihev remained at it, to 
eulogiums on the good thiugs set before 
them, of which,' in compliment no doubt 
to the mistress of the-t^tr'>^, they devoured 
p goodly (juantity. WhiK- thV.y were thus 
employed, I retired to a sopha at the other 
end of the room, where I eofflem])la!ed 
with astonishment, how much men of ge¬ 
nius coid/i eat. At length, the lyug pro- 
'traeted feast was tiuished ; the inangletl 
remains of the bipeds and the (piadrupeds, 
the fish<?s of the sea, .the vegetabfes of the 
earth, and the golden fruits of the ■g-arden, • 
were carried off by the dofnesties ; a vari¬ 
ety of wines supplied their places upon'the 
table—the liquid ruby flowed, and these 
disciples of the ppet of ^Shiraz seemed to 



132 


unite with him in regard to the sovereign 
eihcac}' of the sparkling contents* of the 
goblet. 

So much has been said and sung on the, 
inspiring powers ol’ wine, that I anxiously 
Avatched its effects on these men of learn- 

* The allusion is taken fronr one of the odes of 
Hafiz, which, as indoew'Oot appear among those select¬ 
ed by Mr Nolt; for his very elegant Translation, wc 
think the following literal one may not prove unac¬ 
ceptable : 

1. The season of spring is' arrived, let the sparkling 

goblet go round ! 

2. Seize, U ye youths, the fleeting hour, ahd enjoy tijc 
cxtatic delight of the company of the fatwn-eyed 
daughters of love. 

3. Boy ! 1111 out the wine, and let the liquid-ruby flow, 
for it is it alone that poureth the oil of gladness into 
the hearts of the unfortunate, and is the healing balm 
of the wounds of the afflicted. 

i. Leave the corroding‘thorns of worldly cares, and the 
anxiety of ambition, to immortalize the namea of 
Cyrus and Alexander. 
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in'g.^—But, unfortunately for wif and me, 
no sooner vuere the bqttles set upon tire 
table, than the subject of politics was in- 
ti'pduQcd: a subject jvhich*, to me, is e\x’r 
,|Jull and barren of delight. To Miss Ar¬ 
dent, it appeared othesw ise ; she entered 
witlf warmth and. eaergy into* the discus¬ 
sion, and spoke of ministers and their mea¬ 
sures*, of the management of wars, and the 
interests of nations,, fr? ^such a decisive 
manner, as proved her qixilifit-d to become 
the vizir of an empire. 

Not seeing the conversation likely to 
take a t to any other subject, and cou- 


3. Let me iudul!|e in iny favourite wine, aud sec wliieli 
of us shall soonest obtain.the object of his desires. 

6. Let mine ear listen to the melody of the lute and , 

• • 

the cymbal, and mine eyeS be f.harnied with the fair 
daughters of Circassia. 

7. Go, O my soul, and «|ive thyself to joy, for it is 
-needless to anticipate to-day the sorrows of to-mor¬ 


row. 
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sideling that the presence of a stranger 
niigl)l throw some jestraint on the discus¬ 
sion of aflairs of state, I took iny leave, 
and imist confess, tliat I returned fro.n 
lids baiujuet of reason, not allogelhev 
satistied nilli niy enlei taiunient.’ 

As, after having lost a game at Chess, it 
is my custom to pondeV on the past moves, 
until I tind out the false step that led to 
my dei'eat, s6 do'I ruminate on the disap¬ 
pointment of expected felicity, till I make 
a discover) of the source from which it 
lias flowed.. In doing so, I am almost 
always certain of seeing it traced to the 
fallacy of ill-grounded expectation. Why, 
said 1, should I have expected more from 
an author, than froqi any other man of 
.sense ? When a man has given his thoughts 
a form upon paper, and submitted them in 
that shape to the .perusal of the world, is 
he from thenceforth tolbe obliged to speak 
in laboured sentence!^,. and to u+ter only 



lire apliorisins of wisdom ? Carrying my 
reasonings npou this subject a little farther, 
I was almost tempted to coijcludc, that tlje 
manners of even a feniale author, might* 

\ O 

not differ much from that of other women ! 


Every diyv presents me with some new 
subject of mt'ditation and perplexity! No¬ 
thing however has appeared to me so very 
extraordinary,*so altogether inc'omprehcn- 
sible, as the notions whigh the enlightened 
people of London entertain of the duties 
of Friciidship. These are capacivOiis as the 
firmament of Heaven—extensive as the^ 
bounds of space ! To have* a few real, 
affectionate, atid dis'intercstcd friends^ we 
esteem a blessingV^served by the Gods 
for theij peculiar favourites. One such 



friend ap|)t‘ars to oiir narrow'' ii)iiul.s as'“;i 
eoiidial drop in the cup of l^fe, of suhi- 
cient‘efficacy Ur sweeten its bilterest con¬ 
tents. Judge theivo^ the portion of hap¬ 
piness enjoyed by a.nation, where every 
man, and e\ cry wqinan of fashion, boasts 
of hundreds and of thousands o\'friends, 
all equally dear, and equally deserving ! In 
this point of view', the ladies of London 
betray an expansion of soul, which I had 
vainly thought reserved for beings of a 
higher sphere. Tire greater part of these 
fair creatyres devote their lives to the 
duties of rriendsliip—-duties, which arc 
in many respects incompatible ^\vith the 
duties of domestijc life. Yoll will, per¬ 
haps, imagine from this, that the powers 
of the soul are expended in the necessary 
interchange of sentiment, with such a 
numerous liost of friends. You will con¬ 
ceive, that these amiable women neglect 
their families, in order^o attend the-sick¬ 
beds of the ..friends who are afflicted with 



137 


disease—to comfort those who aije in ad- 

A crsity—to cansole llie jsorrowful, and t*o 

• 

syinpatliizc in the felicity of 1 lie-fort unate. 
—i\o .sij,ch t]fini(. 1 'Ik; ladies of London 
know lU) more of tlie joys oi’ the sorrows 
of ihc'n f7'h*>hls, tiian tliey know oi what 
is now^ doiiig in llic Ixuise of Maandaara. 
Reciprocal <>'ood oftices, which io our little 
minds ap])car to he tfte cement of frieiid- 
‘ship, hav'e' not the smallesj. intluence in 
uniting the souls of people of‘fashion in 
the bonds of amity. The only essential 
duty of friendship, in this inelVo^olis, is 
to be legular and punefual in leaving one’s 
'iiame (wri J^'n, dr printed, upon a iiit of 
stiff paper) at the door of the friend’s 
■ house, as frequently as the friend lea\ cs 
,a similar taJisman at your’s ! You can‘have 
no idea of the zeal \yith whiyh females, 
in the superior ranks, endea'vour thus to 
keep alive the divine spark x>f friendship in 
the breasts of their si.'er beauties. With 
c(}ual astonishment^ atid vgieration* have 
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I beheld them hurrying in their splendid 
eipiipages, from street to street, dropping 
these talismonic tickets at the dwelling 
of every fair friend. To notify thcvap¬ 
proach of these votaries of friendsliip, a 
certain great hammer is suspended at 
every door, with which the servanv, who 
may be called the high-priest of friend¬ 
ship, beats such aif alarming peal, as is 
sulbcient to strike terror to the stoutest 
lieart. Tliis, it would appear, is a rery 
necessary part of the ceremony—as, where- 
c\ er th^t offering is not made in this man¬ 
ner, it fails to produce any of the feelings 
of friendship in the breasts of,, the visited. 
“ Do these friends then, you will ask, for 
ever remain strangers to each other’s per¬ 
sons?" Do they never meet ?»-Methinks 
such a species of friendship can be very 
little beneticikl to either party.” 

Be not so hasty, feiy friend, in your con¬ 
clusions. The ceretnopy I described 
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is, it is true, the only means by which the 
breath of friwnlship, between these en¬ 
lightened people, can possibly-be kept 
alive*. An omission «of' tliis ceremony 
would incvitaj)l^y convert I he wannest 
fnendship hlto the most? bitter enmity. 
Jlnt llfiids'not ihat.tlfis is all tTiat is de- 
inaiMled of friendship. No, this is a trif¬ 
ling saeriticc, in.comparison of that which 
follows. Kvery lady, wlu) (;an boast some 
bundreds of friends, make# it *a point to 
be at home on certain evenings, a circum- 
stance which, from wnint of habit^ is e.\- 
tremely irksome; amf no sooner is it 
known 1 n*’ friends that siic is undjy the 
necessity, of performing thi?; penance, than 
they crowd to her house, in order to amuse 
• and comfoft her. The. person who, lipon 
these occasions, sees oidy as numy friends 
as her house will convenienriy liold, con- 
siders herself as (fuite deserted. To have 
not only the apartmems, but the passages 
and stairs fiWed with friends, whcT jiant for 
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admission, is a felicity reserved for the pe¬ 
culiar favourites of fortune ! At tlie time 
I visited Latly Ardent, I did not know 
that her Ladyshij)- was then performing 
penance at home. I did not know the 
cause of that arr of dissatisfaction which 
Avas visible on her brow. Her apariments 
were, in my opinion, sufficiently filieil ; 
as I am sure the heat was sufficiently of¬ 
fensive ; but I have since learned, that 
of three hiindied friends to whom she had 
notified her intention of being at home, 
onh) one hundred and fifty had made their 
ajipearance ! This was surely suffieient 
mort’fication to a woman sensibility. 
But, added to this, was her kind partici¬ 
pation in the feelings of her servants. In 
the c-tiuntenances of her domestics she read 
the language of disappointment, ami the 
good lady’s soul sympathized in their dis¬ 
tress. For be it known to my friend, that 
at every card-table present is made to 
the servants, so considerable, as to enable 
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them .to imitate their masters io everv 

»/ 

species of foDy and dissipation. The mo¬ 
ney thus sriven is indeefl,, at; I- am well 
infoDneJ, considered as ti fund sacred to 
profligacy and, eictravagancc. As without 
this extra pdy, the servants of the great 
could neither afford, ter game, nor to get 
drunk with generous wines, nor to keep 
expensive mistresses, they would, hut for 
this happy contrivance,, bg deprived of 
many enjoyments, which are considered 
by their superiors as the prime privileges 
of existence! 

• » 

In additiem to the methods of mahing 
and preserving friendship,* which I have 
already, described, there is another now 
fast coming into use, w.hich bids fair,' as I 
am informed, soon to. becomy universal. 
With many people of sentiment, those arc 
already considered ^e 'best friends, whV> 
give the best dinners»and suppers. It is 
in this maiyier that people; of tow ‘birth. 
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and mean education, contrive to make 
friends among the great. ■ Could Maan- 
daara listen to the praises sometimes be¬ 
stowed upon these entertainme.nts; he 
would surely conclude, that the souls of 
people of fashion were destihed, in their 
future state of existence, to aniiniite the 
bodies of the most detested quadrupe<ls! 
—What can I say hi ore ! 

The aniiahle, the engaging Delomond, 

has this morning left us. • His departure 

is like d dark cloud, wdiich in early spring 

deforms the face of nature, and checks the 

, «• 
gaiety of the season with tho. sudden chill 

of a wintry storm. It has particularly 

affected me, as it has at once shut the pros- 

peettrf prosperity, -which, as I liud flattered 

myself, w^as fast opening on my friend, and 
» < 

deprived me‘of the sunshine of his pre¬ 
sence. But, perhajjs, nly disappointment 
with regard to thc^ success of Delomond, 
is move in proportion .to the eagerness of 



143 


my wishes than to the solidity of my hopes. 
I’lie mind, winch, like the delicate leave.s 
of the IVIimosaj shrinks fixpif ewry touch, 
is itl-calculated to solicit the assistance of 
the |)o\verfu!j gr gain the favour of the 
greal. 'fhe'very looks of the prosperous, 
it construes into arrogSnee; and is ecpially 
wovnu^ed hy the civility which appears to 
condescend, and by the insolence which 
wears the form of contempt. 

From all thc'Se multiplied mortification.s, 
some, perhaps, real, and some dnl^' imagi¬ 
nary, has Delomond hastily retired ; and, 
relinquishing, the pursuit of fortune^ and 
the j^casures of society, ddvotes^his future 
life to,the in<Jolent repose of ohscurity. 
But, alas ^ how shall he, who was dis¬ 
comfited by the first tJiorny branch whic h 
hung across the path c^f fortune, struggle 
through the shafp b^ers of adversity ?-=- 
Can a mind, formed fin . the happiness of 
domestic lili', endowed with»such* exquisijte 
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rclisl) fftr the refined enjoynicnt of taste 
and sentiinenl, find conifim in a joyless 
state of s'olil'iide; or, what is worse than 
solitude, the eoinfiany of the rude and 
ignorant r—Ah ! my amiahle friend, ihoii 
wilt find, wlien’it is too late, that the 
road to hap|)iness iS not to he entered by 
the gate of fastidious refinement. 


Tk£ first care that occupS'id my mind, 
after my airivai in London, was,, to pro¬ 
cure a safe conveyance for the present.s“ 
which I had intended to lay at»the feet of 
the sister of Percy.. 

■ I have just received iin answer to the 
letter that accompamed them.—^It is such 
a|i I should have expected from her who 


was .worthy the esteem of such’a hrotlici 
Uut, alas ! “it is written with the pen of 
sorrow, and blotted by the* tears of afflic-. 
tioxh «T1 m! amiable old man, who supplied 
to her the place of a father, who loved 
her will) siich tenderuesS, and was beloved 
by h5r wdth such <i deg-ree of hlial affec- 
iion, is o-one to the dark mansions of death. 
She has left the hap))y abode of her infan¬ 
cy, and her dwelling is noiv among stran- 
gers. This she particulaihy deplores, on 
account of <U*priving her of the power oi’ 
siiewing the sense she entertains of my 
friendship to her brother, in any other way 
than l)y wotH alone. Her expressions of 
grathude have the energdtie ej,oi]uence of 
“genuine sensijjility ! They are greatly be¬ 
yond udiat I have merited ; but, when I 
consider the tender reflections.that exciteil 
them, my heart melts into sympathy. 

Alas ! it is easy to* ppreeive, that this 
amiable yoyng woman is ix)t to be num- 
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bcrcd witli the liappy. Perhaps, lier, pre¬ 
sent situation is peculiarly unfortunate. 
Perhaps, she lias there been destined to 
experience the cold reception, the i’nfcel- 
ing neglect, of sonic little, narrow, selfish 
mind to whose attentions she had been 

I 

jiarticularly recommended by her departed 
1 datives. Perhaps, some friend of hei 
brother.—But, no; the real fiiends of 
Perc}’ wore, like himself, noble, generous, 
and good. Far from being capable of dis¬ 
honouring the memory of tiieir friend, by 
neglecting to perform the rites of hospi¬ 
tality to his sister, they have taken an 
interest in her feelings, anJi by acts of 
kindness and attention, have endeavoured 
to promote her hajipiness. And, .surely7 
for no act of kindness can the sffiter of 
Percy be ungrateful to the friends of her 
brother! 

The loss of Delomond, and the melan¬ 
choly letter of Miss Percy, dwelt upon my 



rf]5iiits, and sunk them to a state,of unusua! 
depression,. I spent the night in sadiltss,- 
and, early in the morning,'went in search 
fi€ ilie philosopher, whose con-* 

versation is to me as the rod of Krishna, 
which nc? sooner touched thf eyes of 
Arjonn.'than he saw* the figurt? of truth, as 
it a])pears unto the Clods themselyes. This 
amial)le friend had'of late been so much 
engrosstd by his sciejitilic pursuits, that I 
had enjoyed little of his company. He, 
received me.with an air of unusual viva¬ 
city. “ When I last saw you,*” jfaid he, ‘‘ I 
am afraid I must hdve appeared strangely 
inattcntivv!„. But, in truth, my mind was 
. at that time very much, embarrassed, and 
almost solel^^ occupied on a subject which 
1 ilid not then choose to speak 'of, buk 
which I shall novy fully yxplain. Ton 

must know, that I had Icttely entered on 

• • * 

a course of experiments, more interesting 
than any in wdiieh«I have ever yet en¬ 
gaged, ai^d from which, t had*no <loubt, a 
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most important discovery would result, i 
ibuiid it, however, ,altogether-impossible 
to go on without the assistance of an addi¬ 
tional apparatus, the price of w}3'cl}.,ycis 
far more than I could afford.^ It was litty 
pounds : Little less than a quarter of a 
year’s rent of my whole estate I What v\ as 
I to do? bespeak it of the artizan, without 
having the money ready to pay for it ? 
This M'ould be nothing less than an act of 
wilful dishonesty ; for dishonesty, either 
to one's self or otliers, running in debt 
always is. 

. “ Could I hope to save it by retrenching 
any of my ordinary expences ? I calculat¬ 
ed every thing, even to living on Jnead 
:ind water, but found it impossible I had, 
then, notliing for it, but to relinquish my 
plan entirely* and since I could not carry 
it on myself, to con\munk;ate my ideas 
upon the subject to iome more ojiulent 
philosopher,' by vehose pieans the jjenefit of 
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the'discovery might be still givTn to.tlie^ 
world.” “ Ah ! my fri'end„” interrupted I, 

“ I now sec .that you have no regard for.^ 
me^ir^i would have given me the envi¬ 
able pleasure,’the delight of beipg able to 
. say to myself, that I too, ignorgnt a» I am, 

1 too have contributed my feeble aid to 
the #,dvancement of science, and the be- 
nefit of society.” “You are very good,” 

returned the Doctor, “ *and, I have no 

• ^ * 
doubt of your gcncrositj'. But, as the 

action of heat evaporates lluids^ so does 
the borrowing of money, in my opinion, 
destroy the independence of the soul: that 
independcifte, which gives life and energy 
^to virtyt’, without which, it becomes inca¬ 
pable 'of being exerted to any truly useful 
purpose. * No ; what I cannot ctfect by* 
the means which Divine J^avidence has 
put into my power, l4hinl?is not inteijd- 
ed by Providence th^t I should effect at 
all. 
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“ I was therefore quietly employing my¬ 
self in unfixing that great retort; when 
jthis morning, a. letter was brought me 
from my agent in the country, mtoi'i'mg 
me of his haviim obtained for me, from 
a neighboiu'ing 'Sejuire, the sum of fifty 
pounds; for damages done me, by taking, 
through mistake, a piece of my grouini 
into one of his inclosures : which sum he 
inclosed to me in a letter. Thus, you sec, 
my dilemma is quite at an end. I shall 
now go on with spirit; and as I need lose 
no more time, I am just going into the 
city, to give the necessary directions to 
die work-people; who, if uiey arc any 
way diligent, may have the whole.appara¬ 
tus completely finished in a wmekV’ As 
he spoke, I contemplated with delight the 
glow of pleasure which animated his finely 
expressive countenance; a pleasure so dif¬ 
ferent from the spaikling extacy of pas¬ 
sion, that merely toliave beheld it, would 
have been sulheient to convince the most 
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(levotect sensualist, of the .superiority of 
mind over every enjoyment of mere sepse. 

Jlayjn^g,' accepted ^my? offer of attending^ 
hiiti* we were just about to depart, when 
j)re\ ented. ’by the entrance a lady, 
wluise air and manner had in.them some- 
wliat so interesting, that the unscasona- 
bleiTess of the intej-ruption was soon for¬ 
gotten.- Grief and anxiety'were painted 

on her countenance. Everv feature was 

• <■’ 

laljouring with ill-suppressed emotion, and 
'when she attempted to speak, ^the tremor 
of her voice prevented her words from 
being distinctly lieard. I, however, soon 
gathered from -her broken sentences, and 
the ^mpathetic replies of the philosopher, 
that she was the wife of an old school- 
fellow, one of his early and cstecme'cl 
friends.—That she had feee’n born to afflu¬ 
ence, but foffeite^ the* favour of. her 
family by her marfiage; her husband hav- 
iim virtue and taleilts, but no fortune. 



His talents, liowever, had been turned to 
good account; he had employed himself 
in drawing plans of the estates of the 
aiftluent, which his taste taught J;'m^ to 
embellish in sucli a manner, as gratincd 

i-f 

the vanity of his employers, by the ad¬ 
miration it excited. , He was conteated 
with the profit, while they enjoyed the 
praise. 

“ We were tloing charmingly,” said the 
lady, ‘‘ and had the prospect (rf soon 
getting above the world, and paying off 
all the little debts, which, at our first sett¬ 
ing out in life, Jiecessity had compelled us 
to contract. When, in the beginning of 
last Summer,’ my husband was seizeS with 
a fever,* which lasted seven weeks; and 
left him so weak, that many more elapsed 
before he was'able to go abroad. During 
that time, he lo3t sortie of h>s most advan¬ 
tageous situations; gentlemen who had 



employed him, having, in the’tinje of his 
illneSs, conUactcd with others. IViutcfl" 

came on, and no funds ^'isrc. provided 

... • , 

agai.'Ajtit < 1,1 wants ; my'husband, whose 
tenderness and afiection for his fainilv, 
seemed to be increased by the difficulty 
he I’oiMul in procuring their supirort, had 
a genius fruitful in resources. In those 
inontirs when the seasfon necessarily put a 
,sto[) to his employments, he wrote for the 
printer of a periodical pubifeation, in. 
which work he taught me to assist him ; 
and thus, by bur united endeavours, we 
contrived still to keep -up a decent appear¬ 
ance ; and to mkintaiu with frugality our 
four little ones, tvhose iijnocent endear- 
.«ents repaid all our trouble, and made us, 
when we s^at dowm to our little meal, for¬ 
get the labour by which it had been 
earned. Ah ! my poor babe? !' it is your 
sufferings, that, more <han his own, no\V 
w'rings your father’s li^art 1” 



“ But wlicrc is HOW" my friend:” inter¬ 
rupted Severan. “ Is he well r Wdiat can 
1 do to serve him: Where can I see him-” 

“Alas, lie is in'prison!” returned the 
lady. He is in a loathsome, dismal 
prison !—deprived of liglit, of-liberty, of 
every eomfort, and enjoyment ; and his 
dear elnldien, his pretty darlings, ot whom 
lie used to he so fond, they too must go, 
must he nursed in the abode of iniseiv, 
and made familiar with every species of 
wretchedness!”—Here tears came to her 
relief, and for some time choaked her 
utterance. 

At length, recovering herself, and 
suming an air of dejected composure, “ 1 
beg your pardon,” continued she, (observ¬ 
ing the mark’s of sensibility, that over¬ 
spread the benignant countenanec of our 
friend), “ I did not mean to distress you, 
but ,it is' so .few that can feel for one'^ 



affliction !—and the voice of sympathy is 
so grateful 1(.t the wounded lieart—tlial I 
■could not deny myself thcycf)nsolatioii of 
.s])cakin^'it;^u)u. lliit* things may yet go 
hetler,—My husband has enough owing 
tp him, to cha!)lc him to* pay e\ cry one. 
But ihV misfortune is, *lhal his ded^tors arc 
all pe^^plc of fortune, whose favour would 
he for ever lost, hy an^ln timely application 
for monej' ; and should tl^e news of his 
liaving been imprisoned for'deb*, once gui. 
abroad, he is ruined forever! No person 
of fashion will ever employ hint more !” 

“ I canno\„think so,” said the Doctor,, 
'with’his-wonted mildness^ “ we see daily- 
instamtjcs of the high favour that is shewn 
to people»of ruined eircumstanees; many 
of whom I have known, even when worth¬ 
less and depraved, to meet wTlh attention 
and support, froln people of elevated rafik 
and fashion!” 
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“ Ah ! sir,"’ rcplicii the lady, “ these 
Weic people who had scpidiidercd their 
fortunes in luxury and dissipation; such, 
indeed, seldom fail to meet y'Ttti piiyrons 
and henefaclors ; but, it ‘s far otherwise 
with the poor man, who has been strus'’- 
glini; with adveisify, and employing his 
ed’orts for the maintenance of a vptuous 
wife and family: 'when he fails, he is 
consideied as,an object unworthy of no- 
i-ice; his situation creates no interest; his 
\\ letchedness excites no commiseration.” 
—“ But''ydur own family, my dear Madam, 
—they have it in their power to extricate 
you from e\ cry difficulty; ^^1I you permit 
me to apply to them in your behalf?” 

“ Alas! sir, I fear it would be in vain ; 
they arc too. fond of money, to give it to 
those who have none. You know how I 
offended them by ihy marriage ; yet, had 
my luisband succeeded in the world, and 
made & foi'ictn^ minc^ would not li^ive been 



witliliekl from lilm. It would’hayc been 
given, if we kail not wanted it; but, now* 
that we are reduced to povetif, 1 have no 
liopc?oof^.«,s.istancc from any of my friends. 
Yet would I thank you for makim*: trial 
of an application to them, .if they ti'cre in 
town—4mt'they are noX They aTe alf at 
York, except one aunt, who is, indeed, 
very rich ; she is also'Very religious, and 
very charitable, but makes it a rule, never 
lo give assistance to any who arc not o£ 
her own sect.” 

“Then,” cried Severan, with, unusual 
warmth, “ whatever are her professions, 
sl^i is .a stranger to the religion of Jesus 
Christ! *But you have not told me the 
amount of jhe debt, for which your Inis- 
band is confined; is it not considerable?” 

“ Alas ! yes,” returnctl the lady ; “ it if?, 
more than forty pound^ ; and, what with 
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the !)aijift''s anil the jailoi’s fees, will, I 
vlarc say, arise lo little less lhau lifty!” 

“ lafty ])ouii(k !V rcpeatcd^tlio pUiloso- 
pher. “ And lifty pounds would release 
your h'usbatul ^irmi a jail : •rifty pounds 
would restore a fattier to his iufaut'faiuily, 
anti make the heart of a virtuous woman 
it'joire. It is the'noblest of all experi- 
menls!—And detested be the pursuit, that 
woidd stand in the way of the happiness 
of a fellow-creature. ]\Iy. good Madam,” 
continued' he, addressing himself to the 
lady, who looked astonished at the ino:)- 
herence of his expression, “ you must 
knoee, that I „this imirning made a n\is- 
take; I thought that Providence''had seTit 
me lifty pounds, to enable niQ.to pursue a, 
philosophical discovery, on which 1 had 
vainly set' iliy heart: but I now lind, it 
tvas for a nobler purpose; it was to con¬ 
tribute to the happiness of an unfortunate 
family; hws„it is; and all I desire is, that 



you would consider me only as the agent, 
and Keep your thanks for him who sedt 


■it. 




The various »emolions of astonishment, 
doubt, gratifude, and joy,'wliich fook pos- 
sessiort of'the poor lady’s hosom, struggled 
for-uUeiance, and at length found vent in 
tears. 

The effect upon my feelings, was twc-- 
powerful to he supported; I left the room, 
and when I returned, found my iViend ad¬ 
vising w'ith the lady, ‘on the steps neces¬ 
sary to he lal^en for her husband’s release... 
I had, fi'om the commeticemcnt of oue 
acquaintance,Regarded the ])hilosopher as 
the lirst o£ human heings. I now looked, 

up to him as something more, To help a 

• ^ 

fellow-creature m distress, is the mswnc- 
tive impulse of benevolence ; hut to sacri¬ 
fice, for the good of otJiers, the darling 
pursuit of^one'.s UfeJ to gj'rcmp @n that 
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account the'favourite, tlie cherisbed object 
of one’s mind! this belongs^ only to the 
pliilosophy of Jesus. It was now that I 
understood what* gutting off the ^ight 
liand, and plucking out ,the right eye, 
truly mc'ant. But ah ! my fi'iend, if tliis 
is really fne religion of Christ, how falsely 
are people often called Christians! 

On the arrival of the man of the law, 
.j-'.-hoin the’Doctor had sent for to conduct 
the business, we all set out-^ith the lady, 
for the‘ place of her husband’s confine¬ 
ment. 

When we arrived at the great,, gloomy 
mansiuti, ihoctor Scx eran, tliinking it in- 
dclicale to go immediately intn the pre¬ 
sence of his friend, sent his lawyer w'ith 
the lady to iiTtorm her husband of his libe- 

‘ t ^ 

ra'tion, and, in the nlean time, indulged my 
curiosity with a sigljt of the prison. 
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Voii have seen the dungeon^ in Avhieli 
the Mussulhians confine their maleiactors, 
and in wliicji their prisoners'of war arc 
ofltn Hooi^ed to suifer* the lingering tor¬ 
tures of de.spvir; to inhale the noxious 
vajrours of pestilence, and to pine ,in all 
the niiseries of disea'se and famine. Bui 
after, what I have said of Christian cha¬ 
rity, you will, no doubt, think it impos¬ 
sible, that in a Christian «counlry similar 
places should be found. This, indeed, *at 
first sight, appears very inexjilicable ; but. 
it only, serves to confirm me in the truth 
of my farmer conjecture, respecting a new 
revelation, a sujrplemeulary code of Chris¬ 
tian 'laws and Christian precepts, which, 
In many Inspects, must A'cry essemtially 
differ fron> the old one. • 

' In this new gosjiel, J haue every reason 
to believe, from* all .that I haA e observed 
•since my abode in Ktlgluiul, that poveity 
is considered as one of the fiiost heinousvof 

A'OL. II. 



crinics. 


loe 

It is, accordingly, by tlic Chris¬ 
tian,s of the new systenu not only stigma- 
tized with a degree of infamy, but by 
iheii very laws, and‘under the innneciiatc 
inspection of their sage magistrates, it is 
punished yn the “most exemjdary manner. 
The abhorrence in which this criine is 
held by those (Christian legislators, is, in¬ 
deed, evident throughout the tenour of 
their laws. 


Can a person contrive by villainy to 
possess himself of the estate of another, 
pror ided it can be clearly jrroved, that 
poicrty had no share in instigating him 
to the offence, the law is satisfied'with 
simple restitution. But, shoflld a poor 
•starving wretch put forth hi^ audacious 
hand to satisfy^ the calls of hunger, or still 
the clamorous tlemands of an infant fami¬ 
ly, he is condemned to death, or doomed 
to everlasting wreichedness.' You who 
aKC prejudice in favour of the mild ordi- 



nances oi‘ our rcx ered Pundtts, .will, per¬ 
haps, think* it, unjust, that to the iniseia- 
ble inoi tal who steals the-v alue of twenty 
rupee <»5 tind to him who holdly ventures 
on 'plundering’ the wealth of a family, 
adding’ murder to the trnne of robbery, 
the same punishment should b'f allc)tted; 
but, yon will admire the principle upon 
which the laws of 4hesc new Christians 
in this case proceeds. It throws the 
crime of pov’crly into t]ie.scalf’, whicliiii-. 
stantly settles the balance. 

Even when poverty constitutes the sole 
offence, nothin'g is more equitable than, 
.the punishments which ju'oceed in regular 
•gradation, and correspond in e.xact propor- 
tion to tjie degree in which the'- crime, 
exists. Foi' instance, within the massy 
walls of this prison, whose’irTfu gates open 

to receive the reeking murderer, the mid- 

» 

night thief, and all .those miserable out¬ 
casts of society, why, lost./ts- every prin- 



cipk* ol' shame, every feeling of humanity, 
have sunk into all the brutality of vice; 
llioso guilty of the crime of poverty, arc 
like\nse immured.' dhit think noi that 
they are all C(jually wncichetj. No; those 
that can cifford to defraud their credilors, 
are suti'ered, by these wise legislators, to 
live in a degree of luxviry. 'bhose v\'ho 
can save enough from the wreck of formc! 
times, to pay for their accommodaiion, 
still enjoy some comparative degree 
of comfort. lint, it is those .wretches who 
have lost'their all, and are alike destitute 
of friends and fortune—it is they who are 
floomcd to suffer the bitterness of contine- 
ment, in. all its horrors. 

It is‘ true, that some who follow the old 
system of Christianity, as it was taught 
by Jesus Christ and his apostles, by whom 
poverty is 7i(jt considered as so unpardona¬ 
ble a crime, have exerted their endeavours 
for relicving-ld’e sufferings of their fellow- 



creatures, who for small sums, ire shut uj> 
iu these dreary abodes of wreteheilncss* 
J3ut no! withsjauding ihei*-endea\ ours, iiot- 
wil.h.stajuli'ig- tlie /eafous ehdrts, the heart 

touching icMfonstrances of one of these 

• 0 

.(.’hrisliaus of the old school, wjio (h?voles 
his life to the chihfreu of misfortune ;* 
still,,in these prisons, many thousands of 
tlie inha!)itants of This land.of freedom, 
are left to pine out a •miswahl^' exi.stenee, 
alike useless to themselves and to sociei v. 

Many, at whose birth the voice of Congra- 

• • 

tulation has been raised, and over whose 
infant forms the tears of parental tender¬ 
ness have been fondly shed, are here suffer¬ 
ed td lan'guish, unnoticed'aud ynknown. 

• 

As for those rvretches who have com-* 
mitted sucli offences* agai;isS society, as 
■1111 nations upon earl]^ haw deemed cri- 

* We suppose the Rajalf points at tlie benevoleot 
exertions of Mf Howard. 
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min.'ll, fbey are here held in siicli just .ib- 
hoiieiice, tliat it is not thouyli. sul'fleicnl 
to visit their si^irs witli /< iiipora/ j/u- 

nisfnneni, hut e\ery possilile pauis is lal.en 
to preserve ihein in sneh a Stsile of vvick- 
edness, as may give them every possdile, 
chance of being, according to tlie faith of 
tlie lawgivers, miserable to all eternilp. 

This, you may, perliaps, esteem rather 
an unjustifiable degree of sev'crity.—But 
consider, O benevolent Maandaara, that, 
by the old Chiislian Shaster, none arc ex¬ 
cluded from the hopes of mercy, vvho seek 
it i>y sinceie repentance. Mow, nothing 
is more piQbable than that many of those 
miserable beings, who have been unwitt¬ 
ingly swept into the torrent of Vice; might, 
when they lij^d,themselves shipwrecked on 
it.s barren shoivts, gn'idly listen to the voice 
that would conduct them to the paths of 
peace and virtue. . If kept in a state ol' se- 
pafation from'the bttd, “and favoured with 
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Dieaiis of inslnictioii from the o-ood, lliis 
would, no.doidjt, often he the case. Jki^ 
then eonsider what nrigjru he tiie eonse- 
queiu'c i perhajrs, sopie of those vde felons 
init*ht eonV to liave'a hi<j]ier seal in hea- 
veil, than.some of thejirond and jealous 

guandians of the l;i\vs, which liifd con- 

* 

demned them upon earth. The itlea is not 
to Tie endured vvitli patience ! and to pre¬ 
vent any possibility of its being realized, 
the poor trembling wrel/^di, Taew to ^dec, 
and whose jnind is not yet hardened in 
iniquity, no sooner commits.(oi- is said to 
have committed) tlie most trifling offence 
that stands \\ith\n the cognizance of the 
la\v, than, hnrletl into the society of those 
veterans in sin, of whose reptmtance there 
is little reason to be afraid, tlie'unfortu- 
nale offender is gradualjy^ trained to an 
equal degree of depravit^'. " 


Tims, the door of merey is for evei 
shut; the returning path to virtue is bar- 



ricadcd, and so filled uj) by the briers and 
t|ie thorns, which these new Christians 
have Llirown in the w ay, that it, becomes 
juite invisible; and, lest reflection should 
point it out, intoxicating li(iuors are allow¬ 
ed in ail prisons tq, be distributed in sufii- 
cient quantities, to prevent the most <lis- 
tant apprehensions of such an event. 
Thus do these enligh'ened peo]>le exert 

their endeavours to fill the re<>ious of IS'a- 

o 

ycjh‘4 ■ ■ 

As for the philosopher, who, 1 need not 
tell you, is a Christian according to the 
old Gospel, be deprecates the whole sys- 
tejn, and was so, much shocked at the 
sight of the young victims, who are here 
devoteth to vice, in order that tjiey may 
be afterwards ymmolatetl on the altars of 
justice, that no cordial less powerful than 
the sight of the haj)plncss he had himself 
created, would have had efficacy to restote 
his mind to any,,dcgree of composure. 



J^efinc I conclude this episllc,. I must 
entreat you to semi (or llie good and piou?* 
.IJraniin Sheciinaal ;—tell -lirtn,-tliat niy 
lieart rq/roaclies me, for the injustice I 
was guilt V otNywards him; 1 imniore his 
pardon, (dr fhe incredulity \\ itli tvliieh I 
regarded llis accouiit of the conduct of 
Clnistians.—Ex[)erience has now taught 
me to acknowledge, fliat his words were 
dictated by truth, and Iris: observations 
emanated from wisdom ! 

All that I have written, thoir Wilt m)t, 
perhaps, think |)roper ‘to read to Zamar- 
canda; many parts\ of it, she certaiul^' 
could .not ..understand ! but. I request thou 
wouldst assure her, that the love of her 
brother is yndirainished.^—I embrace my 

son—and implore upon hint t«he blessing 

• ^ 

M all the beirignant D^wtaljs!—May the 
fortunes of Maamlaara be established for 
ever!—What can I say,more? 



I.ETTER XIV. 


Since i last, took*up the reed of friend¬ 
ship, my heart has been fretted w ith vexa¬ 
tion, and my soul chilled vvitli astonish¬ 
ment. Vhll tlie friend of Zaarmilla believe 
it possible, that I should have found fraud 
and falsehood, venality and corru|)tion, 
even in that court-protected v'ehicle of 
public information,' that jmre source of in¬ 
telligence, called a Ne\v.sj)aper.? 

d'he manner in which I made the dis¬ 
agreeable discovery was, to ,.me, no less 
extraordiinwy; than the discovery itself. 
I went, as usual, yesterday morning, fo 
^spend an hour at the neighbouring coffee¬ 
house, and, on entering it, was surprised 
to find myself the .object of universal at- 
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tcnlion. Every eye was lunied.towards 
me; some ('e\v seemed lo reyard me wilti 
■a look of eo))temj)t ; hut. tilt yeneral ex- 
jiresjjioA was that of j«1v aiid compassiori. 

I had advanceUto a box, and called for a 
pi‘ws[)a|M‘r; Imt was licsitatniy wild her I 
.shouUr retire or stay tir peruse its contents, 
when, a yentleman, whom I observed to 
eve me with ])arti(*ular eayerncss, ap- 
proachiny me with much formality, beg¬ 
ged leave to impure, whetlitr I was indeed 
the Rajah of •Almora, a native prince of 
Rohilcund? On being answered in the 
affirmative, the gentleman, again bowing 
to the ground, thife proceeded : “ I ]:^oj)e. 
your'highness will not attribute it to any 
want of respect, that 1 have thus presumed 
to intrutle^myself into your presence. I 
entertain too much respect, -foi’ whatever 
•is illustrious in birth, or Honourable in 
rank, or dignilitd in'title, or exalted'in 
aulhority, to do any.tlnng derogatory to 
its greatness. 1 ajn Jbut too conscious of 



the prejudice whidi your highness, must 
ihcvilahly cnterhiin against thi.s nation, to 
]iope that you will look u])on any indi¬ 
vidual belonging to it without siispicion 
and abhorrence ! But 1 hope to convince 
you, in .spite ok the reasons you havt‘ had 
to the contrary, that we are not -Agnation 
of monsters. Some virtue still remains 
among us, eonlincfl 'to me, aiul my hon¬ 
ourable friends, it is true ; but we, sir, 
arc* Englishmen. Englishmen, capable of 
hluslfmg at the nefarious practices of dele¬ 
gated authority. Englishmen, who have 
not been completely disembowelled of our 
natural entrails : our hdarts, .and galls, and 
spleens, and livers, have not been forcibly 
torn from our bodies, and their places 
supplied by shawls, and lacks, and nabob- 
ships, and dewanngs ' We have real hearts 
of flesh and blood, Avithin our bosoms; 
Hearts, which bleed at the recital of hu¬ 
man misery, and feel for the woes of your 
unhappy country, with all the warmth of 



iiiis(ij)hi.sticatcd virtue.” Pcrtciyiii" iii} 
intention to .speak, “ I know, sir, wliat 
you would say,” cried ‘ Ire, w.ith vehc- 
mcncc You would ttdl me, that your 
hatred to tho Eng'lisirrace was founded 
in nature and in justice.—You would tell 
me, that it is xve who have desolated vour 
empire, who have turned the fruitful and 
delicious garden of llohileund, into a 
waste and howling wilderness .—-li e, who 
have extirj)ated the noble r»ee oT waii iotts, 
who were your kind protectors! your in¬ 
dulgent lords! your henelieent•friends !— 
to whom you paid a jmjud submission ; a 
dignitied obedien'eei; a subordination more 
desira,ble than file Uimultiyrus spirit of the 
nTost exalted freedom !” Again *1 attempt- 
ed to sjii^al^.—“ Ah !” cried he, in a still 
louder tone, “you need not.describe to 
ittc the ravages you have seen'committed ! 
the insults you have sustained ! You nedtl 
not lell me, that yoiy friends have been 
slaughtered ; your gountry plundered ; 



your houses burned; your land laid waste; 
your zenana dishonoured ; and the favou¬ 
rite, the lovely the virtuous wife of your 
affections, jKU'iiaps, torn from your agoniz¬ 
ing bosom !” This was a cjjord not to be 
touched,* even hv the rude haiid of a stran- 
ger, wit'nout exciting a visible emotion. 
“ I see the subject is too much for you," 
cried he, “ it is too fraught wilh horror, 
to be surveyed with iudiffereuce. Nature 
si'-'kens at the recollcclion ; but you need 
sa} no more ; depend upon it, I sliall 
make a <jiroper representation of your case. 
Through me, your wrongs shall find a 
tongue. I will prochpm to the world, all 
that I have heiird you utter. I'hat mass 
of horrorsj that system of iniquity, Avhicii 
your highness would describe, jihall be laid 
open to the eye of day, and its wicked, 
nefarioqs, abominable, and detested authog 
exposed to the just indignation of the con¬ 
gregated universe!”—At these words, again 
bpwing to the groynd^, he turned round. 



Hiul departed. As I ]iad no doubt of the 
nnliapj)y inaifs insanily, I e.xceedingly r(!- 
joiced at liis departure, and tlrat he had 
donq no mischief to himself or others, 
during this paNi\} sm of deJiriuin. 

Ainfmg'tlic erow.d, •which the vocifera¬ 
tion Qf lliis unhap|)y maniac had attracted 
round us, I perceived* one of tlic gentle¬ 
men I had met at Miss.Ardenfs; and wa.s 
happy to take the opportunity ol renexmig 
our acajuaintance. From liiin 1 .learned, 
that the notice of the noisy Difitor had 
been drawn ujxni m'c, liy a paragraph 
inserted in a newspajier of that rnori]j,pjj^ 
which, after mentioning iwy name, and de¬ 
scribing my person, falsely and wickedly 
insinuated, “ that I had come thillier on 
behalf of the Hindoo inhabitants of Bengal, 
to complain of the horri|l''cruelties, and un¬ 
exampled oppression,^under which, through 
the mal-administratioy of the British Go¬ 
vernor of India, w£ were made to groan.” 



i \ras c.v'ceeding-ly shocked al tiic idea 
of the consequences that might arise to 
the chosen • "servant of the minister, the 
Acriter of the newspaper, from having suf¬ 
fered liimself to })e llms^Imposed upon. 
I did not kneav what punishment miglit 
await the confidential conductor (if this 
vehicle of intelligence, should his master 
discover that he hatl suffered a falsehood 
to jiollute that [lure fountain of public 
inoiruction, in which his care for the 
morals, the virtue, the foituiie, the health, 
and the"beauty of all the subjects of this 
extensive empire, is so fully evinced.—- 
Thf gentleman, observin^g my anxiety, 
told me, that the best mefhod of proceed¬ 
ing was, to authorise the publisher to con¬ 
tradict the jraragraph alludcni t'" in the 
next paper gaud that he would, if 1 chose 

t 

it, go then with h>e to his house. 

Eager to extricate the [)oor man from 
.the dilemma into which his ignorance had 

O. 
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thrown Iriin, I gladly accepted the friendly 
offer, and we proceeded immediately *to* 
the office of this prime riainister of fame, 
who received ns tvit*li all the stateliness 
which an ide^^of the consequence of situa- 
Jion never fails to inspire.'*' The gentjeman 
took ’upon himself to* open the business ; 
whigh he did, by saying, “ that he had 
brought vvith him a stranger, qf high rank, 
Avho considered himself aggrieved by a 
paragraph, which had bech that morning 
inserted in hiS paper; and then pointing 
it out, .he told him, that I wdulti expect 
to see a contradiction of that part of it 


which rclate(|,.fo the British Govern(»'--.ef 

India, for whom I entertained sentiments 
• • 
of the most profound respect. The con¬ 


ductor-sJfi’iigged up his shoulders, and said/ 
“ the paragraph had- beeji paid for.”— 
* That is to say, the^/<fonttadiction of it 
must be paid for likewise,” returned tlie 
gentleman. “ I dare* say, the Rajah will, 
have no objection^” ‘Observing the asJ;o 
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nishment that was painted in my counte¬ 
nance, he told me, that nothing was more 
commonly practised. . “ Ye?,” added the 
news writer, “ the, gentleman must cer¬ 
tainly allow,, that when a 'falsehood has 
been ^paid for, h is not reasonable to ex¬ 
pect that it can ‘be. contradicted for 
nothing!—It would be quite dishonour¬ 
able!" 

What!” ciied I, with an emotion no 
longer to be suppressed, “"and is it then 
in the pow'er of a piece of gold,, to pro¬ 
cure circulation to whatever untruths the 
malignity of envy cr, qf hatred may 
’chuse to dictate ? Are tliiese the articles 
of intelligence diffused, at ?uch vast ex- 
<pence,' over this Christian kingdom ? Ah ! 
ye simple people! ^vhom distance has hap¬ 
pily preserved in^gnorance of the ways 
o^ news writers, hovv little do ye know 
the real value of, what ye so liberally pay 
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So much was I disgusted, .that if my 
own character alone had been concerh^d, 
I would rather have subjnitted to the evil, 
than’ to the remedy.—As it was, I threw 
down the guinea and departed, with rather 
less reverence for the authenticity of news¬ 
paper intelligence, than I had entertain- 
ed.at my entrance. 

The disagreeable .consequences of this 

A 

atfair have not stopped i here : I CSm no 
longer stir abroad, without attracting the 
gaze of observation. Places’ol* public en¬ 
tertainment are tilled by the bare expecta¬ 
tion of bcludding me ; all those of 
in -the out-^Trts of the. town, have adver¬ 
tised me, as part of their bill of fare; and 
I aitt^tkii^ evening disappointed of the plea¬ 
sure I expected, at a new'species of amuse¬ 
ment called a Masquarfad*^ from seeing in 
the newspaper’that my intention is known 
to the public.—In Iwie^ I can no longer find 
happiness in tlfis metropolis, and would 



180 


with plcaswre, at this moment, re-embark 
6n the bosom of that ofcean, whose distant 
waves now beat against the haj)py shores 
of India. Some week's must elapse, before 
sueh an opportunity can be foiiud. I shall, 
therefore, in thO’interim, avail myself of 
the polite and friendly invitation ()f Lady 
Grey, and the family of the Ardeiits, to go 
into the country. 

JM can prevail upon the philosopher to 
accompany me, I shall indeed be happy. 
And let not Maandaara too much exult 
over the disappointment of his friend, when 
I^nfess to hini, that e.^perience has now 
convinced me, that, though che novelty of 
manners and opinions may produce amuse¬ 
ment, and the variety of human eiiar?.cters 
afford some degree of instruction, it is the 
society of the frieiril we esteem, that can 
alone solace and satisfy the heart! 



When I Vainly flattered myself with 
oblaining the company of Seve'ran,^ 1 had 
entirely'forgot h^s experiments. He has 
no\^ engaged in them with renewed ar¬ 
dour; and so deepl^' is he interested in 
their success, tliat no-motjv^e, Jess power¬ 
ful than the possibility oV relieving''a fel¬ 
low-creature fn distress, would be-sufficient 
to make him quit his laboratory. The 
morning after that in’which we had visited 
the bu^rJing allotted to the reeeptkfnj-*>f 
the unfortunate people, ‘whom these good 
Christians liave so piously devoted to 
Eem««,>*^J paid a visit to the worthy 
family who had been r^ciied from the 
'punishment of povert^*^ and, after har ing 
done what was* in jny power to preserve 


The«Prmce of Hell. 
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them from'being found guilty of a like 
crime in future, directed them to return 
to Severan the siim he had so generously 
advanced. 

But though I 'k'm thus deprived of his 
company for the present, he promises to 
join me, as soon as his scientific engage¬ 
ments will admit. And in the mean time, 
he tells me, I may expect amusement (I 
wonder he did not rather say instruction) 
from the characters I shall meet at Sir 
Caprice Ardent’s. This man of many 
minds, has left his temples and his turrets, 
his-pillars and pilasters, >_his^ arcades and 
his colonades, to be finished' by the next 
lover of architecture, who may chance to 
sparing lip in the family; and hes'’rctired 
into the country, to' enjoy, without in¬ 
terruption, the oaliif pleasures of philoso¬ 
phy. The philosophy which at present 
engrosses the soul o^ the Baronet, is, how¬ 
ever, of k different species from that which 
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engages the capacious mind of Doctor Se- 
veran. It. is a philosophy which disd^injs 
the slow process of experirrient, and chiefly 
glories in Contradicting* common sense.. 
Its’main objigct is to ihew, that the tilings 
"which are,* are not, and jjbe tilings which 
' are mt,- are; and tlys is called* Metaphy¬ 
sics. 

As I understand the matter, the art of 
these metaphysical champions'lies iq^puzz- 
ling each otjier, and the best puzzler car¬ 
ries off' the prize. 

While these Christian-born philosophers 
pique themsviveS in turning from lighf^to 
walk in the darkness of tlieir own vain 
im^injjifions, may the words that are writ¬ 
ten in the “ Ocean of Wisdom,” never 
escape from our remerrhTance! 

“ Though one should be intimately ac- 
“ quainted with the whole circle of sci- 
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“ dices, and master of the principles on 

•> 

Mdiich the most abstruse of them are 

“ founded; yet^ if this knowledge be un- 

« 

.“accompanied by the humble worship of 
“ the omniscient God, it shajl prove aito- 
“ gether v^iu amj,. unprofitable.”'* 

I have heard of a conveyance, uhicb, 
although not eligible for my personal ac¬ 
commodation, yet will serve to transmit 
tliis Je^^^ter t6 my ^friend. 

J\Iay he.wlio possesses the eight attri¬ 
butes, receive your prayers! May you walk 
in the shadow of Veeshnu ! and when, by 
the favour of Varuna, this letfei shall reach 

* This passage appears to have been takeh-.^^^ the 

■V • 

Tervo-Vaulever Kuddel, a composition which bears the 
marks of considerable afc.'’nuily; and which, though writ- 
ten, not by a Braniin,'a)Ut a tJindoo of the lowest order, 
is hehl in high estimation, for the beauties of its poetry, 
and intrinsic value of its precepts. Part of it lias been 
Jately transk’ted into English by Mr Kindersley. 



ll)C-(hvelling of Maandaaia, ntayjic read 
its contents with the same sentiments of 

friendship as no\e beat in, the .bosom of 

^ « 

ZaarmiUa. ddie brother, of Zamareanda 

I 

sahitts the sistpr of his heart, and weeps 
over tlie tender blossom bf^cntrysled to 
her bosonit O tluit by. lier care Ifis mind 
may Jjc nourished by the refre.shing dew 
of early virtue ! Whai, can 1 say more ' 
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LETTER XV. 

Pr ^■1. I s^; to Ganesa! * How would tlie 
God, whose symbol is an Elephant’s head, 
have been astonished, could he have de¬ 
scended to have been a spectator of the 
scci3e I have j^ist now witnessed ? Had he 
beheld in what a ridiculous light he is re¬ 
presented by the philosophers of Europe, 
who pretend to be his worshippers, I atn 
afraid, he would have been more than half 
ashamed of his votaries. ^ But let me not 
anticipate. You must travel the whole 
jourijey; and, according to my plan of 
punctual and minute mformation, you 
must be told>-^that I left London the 
morning after that in which my last epis- 

* T lie God of Wsjdo'm, whose symbol is the Head 
of an Llepbant. 
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tie was concluded; and travelled, after 
the manner oF the country, in a carriage* 
drawn by four horses, whicKwere changed 
every, six or eight cos's,*" at Choltries re¬ 
plete with evei’y convenience, and occu¬ 
pied by the politest, the civifest, tind the 
most hospitable people* I have since my 
rcsidetjce in Europe ever encountered. 

Wherever I stopped, smiles of welcome 
sat on every brow, nor waV the bemgh 
suavity of their* manners confined t(^-my- 
self alom;; it extended even to AiyMomes- 
tics; and was particularly evinced in the 
cordial looks, and Jcindly greetings, .ie-* 
stowed on my Eftglish Sircar, who has the 
uncontrollec^^sbursement of iiiy money. 

I had already travelkd uj^^ards of two 
hufidred miles (about one hiyidred of our 
coss) without meeting,with any adventure 
worth notice ; and had* turned a fewMgjiles 
out of the great Kjad,^ into that which 
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leads to-the Baronet’s, when, on stopping 
lo change horsejs at the inii of a j)altry 
village, 1-met,with an unexpected delay. 
They had no h'orses'at lioinc. I was, tjiere- 
fore, under the necessity 'of waiting for 
the rctuvn oh^ paii, which* the landlord 
assured me would* bq back in' Ics's tlian 
half an hour, and should then proceecj: with 
me immediately. 1'was a little surprised, 

to hear him propose having my carriage 

* 

drau n by rwc/pair, as my English servant 

had assured me, ‘it was a thing impossible. 

And' hi^ judgment had been confirmed,’ 

not only by the London horse-hirer, but 

Ji}’ .tile master of every^ inn upon the road. 

But as the road .was now ifiore broken, and 
« « 
more hilly, than I had hitherto travelled, 

I f(Hi*nd that two horses woyl(> W suffi¬ 
cient. And for tlwse two I resolved to 

wait with all, pot^siblc patience.—I do nbt 
% 

know that I have hitherto mentioned to 

* 

you, uhat in this country there are various 
.■(vays K)f measuring .time; and that what 



, is with trades-peoplc, inn-kcepcrs, servants, 
&c. called five minutes, is,seIdom less than 
one hour, by .the sun-did. *What they 
call ;g:i flour, is a very uhdetenniuate [leriod 
indeed ; being sometimes two hours, and, 
as^ I liar e frequently knowrf it rfith^my 
Englisl* servant, soiijetmies the length of 
a whqle evening. Making up my' mind, 
therefore, to spend tvf^o or thryc hours at 
this sorry village, 1 was not a, little jileased 
to hear, that I had the prol^pect of smde 
company'; and that two gentlemen , from 
Sir Caprice Ardent's were in *thk same 
house. They soon' intrbtlueed themselves 
to my acquaintance^ and it was not Uttig» 

before I discovered, that these were two 

« • 
of the- philo^soph^rs, mentioned to me by 

my frkad Aej^ cran. 

They informed me, that they had been 
brought to the village on a disagreeable- 
errand. They had, it secnis, been stepped 
and robbed in theic way from Londttn 
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Ardent"Hall. The robber was now in 
custody, but their evidence was necessary 
for his commitment to prison. On this 
account they Sv^re desired to appear 
before a magistrate; and' as 1 rejoice in 
every riew siiene, from which I can hope 
to acquire a new, idea, I gladly accompani¬ 
ed them thither. Little did I know, what 
ac(juisitions were to be made to my .stock 
of knowledge ! or, that in the simple 
business of {ecoguizing the person of a 
robber, I was to be made acquainted with 
a comj)lete system of philosophy. Alas ! 
ignorant that I was ! I knew not, that to 
iirmlve the simplest question in perplexity, 
and to veil the plain dictates -of common 
sense, in the thick mist of obscurity and 
doubt, is an easy matter witlf mstaphysi- 
cal philosophers ! 

We were shewn into the hall of justice, 
and found the magistrate seated in his 
chaiv. This . p«»rtly, personage,, who in 
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figure very much resembled those images 
of the Mandarines of China, which art 
often to be seeji both in j^ia* and Europe, 

with 5ue solemnity df'^voice, addressing 

• • 

himself to the eldest of the two gentle¬ 
men, desiredf him to examiile tht? features 
of the* culprit who .no^ stood before him, 
and .^ay, whether he was satisfied as to his 
identity. “ Much rndy be said upon - the 
subject of identity," replied Mr Puzzle- 
dorf; “ the greatest philosophers ha\^ dif¬ 
fered in their opinions concerning jt, and 
ill would it become me to dec'idt? upon a 
question of such vast iinportance.” “ You 
have but to look in the man’s face,,rfir 
^•eturned %he magistrate, to see whether 
he is the kigntical person by whom you 
haveJbeeii rpbbed ; and I do not see,' what- 
^y philosopher has to saj^^coticerning it.” 
‘'^It would ill become me tq instruct your 
worship upon this point,” resumed Mr 
Puzzledorf, “ but his.b^ing identicttlly the 
same» is, in my opinion, altogether impo|si« 



hlc. Nor is iny opinion singular; liappiK , 
it is supported .by the most respectable 
authorkie.?. i^cke, indeecl, makes iden¬ 
tity to consist in 'consciou.sness, but con¬ 
sciousness exists in succession, it cannot 
be the feme''in any two moments. His 
hypotliesis, therefore, • is not tenable; in 
fad, Watts, Colins, Clarke, Butler, Beckley, 
Price, Priestly, all have, in some degree, 
differed from p." “ Pray, sir, were these 

ge'ritlemen Justices of the King’s Bench?” 
interrupted the magistrate;' “ if they were 
not, I nffist take the liberty of telling you, 
sir, they were very impertinent to inter- 
•ffuG un such questions ! I am not to be 
taught the business of a 5’listice*of Peace.^ 
by any of them.—And agi-i'n ask you, 
whether that man, who c?-lls himself 
Tobias, Timothy Trundle, be the very 
identical person, by whom you were robbed 
on the 18th instant, on his Majesty’s high¬ 
way?”-*' I must again repeat it,” returned 
thy philo.sopher, “tthe thing is impossible: 
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it is proved beyond a doubt, that there is 
no such (juality as permanent identity, 
appertaining to any thingswfiatfevcr ;=—and 
that, no one can any mote remain one and 
the same person for two moments together, 
than that two successive moment^ cjj.n be 
one and the same •moment. And if you 
will .give me the honour of stating my 
arguments upon the subject, which 1 shall 
do in a manner truly philosophic^il, I make 
no doubt of convincing yop of the truth 
of my system. ' It is, indeed, a system so 
clear, so plain, so unanswerable, that 
nothing but the most wilful blindness and 
obstinacy can resist its truth.” “'That I 
deny,” said Mr*”A.xioTn^ intei'rupting his 
friend. “ I.;^gree rvith you, that con- 
sciouwiess, l»eing frequently interrupted, is' 
w^t strictly continuous, and| therefore, the 
continuity of consciousness eannot consti¬ 
tute iflentity : I also p^llow, that wherever 
there is a chemical combination, th'Ere is a 

coiTespondiqg change properties', asjd 

• *. 

' OL. JT. N 



that ! he ihajority of the particles of which 

the mail is composed, are necessarily in 

succession ehaRki,ed.— But, ,1 assert, and 

will undertake to prove, that there exists 

certain stamina which are never I'airied 

oh'. ..Wjfcre tliis stamina is situated, will, 

I know, admit of dispute. In the heart, 

say some; in the brain, say others-• for 

my part, I think it is most probable, that 

it is place,d in that jiart of the brain which 
< 

approaches the nearest possible to the very 
top of ’the nose, which situation is, un¬ 
doubtedly, the most convenient for rc- 
ceiiino- the notices sent to it from the 

O 

virgrms of sight, hearing, smelling, &c. and 
'which may be more incdiltestably proved 

from the following argument^-; first”-- 

Fire and fury!” exclaimed the Magistrate, 
“ this is mord, than human patience a/n 
bear ! But de not think, gentlemen, that 
I am to be made a fooFof in tliis way ; 1 
shall let you knoAv,'" that it is no sucli easy 
*n,yitt<M- to make aMooBof me • And was it 



not for the sake of iny worthy friend, Sir 
Caprice Ardent, I shotrjd let you know 
the conse(]uei>cc of insuj;ing one of his 
Majesty’s Justices of tl)e Peace, in the ex¬ 
ercise of his duty. A vile misdemeanor ! 
a.hi<);h breach of decorum ! and ^j/rljo be 
■sutfercd to pass with impunity. Once for 
all, k desire you, sir, (to Axiom) to exa¬ 
mine the countenance*of the culprit, and, 
without loss of time, to dec4are-T-whether 
he be actually the person jguilty of the 
alkiicd crime 

“ As for crime," replied Air Axiom, “ 1 
absolutely deny the existence of crinfR in 
any case W'hate\'cr. What* is 1^ the vul¬ 
gar erroneously called so, is, in the Cn- 
lighjened eye of philosophy, nothing more 
tl^n an error in judgment.,! And, indeed, 
according to my friend Debtor Sceptic, 
(J'im Trundle’s foriner.master) we have no 
right to predicate thisr much.—Fof what 
i.s right j what is wroii^? what is *vicfv?‘ 
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what is virtue ? but terms merely relative, 
and •which are to be applied by the stan¬ 
dard of a mallei., own reason. If, for in- 
stance, the reason of Mr Timothy Trun¬ 
dle leads him to revolt at the unjust dis- 
tributio)V of property, and to think it vir¬ 
tue to give his fecBle -aid towards redress¬ 
ing that enormous abuse, who shall, dare 
to call it wrong ?” ‘‘ I can tell you, sir," 
cried the,Justice, that the,law—will think 
it right, that Mr Timothy Trundle should 
be hanged for so doing.—Nor would it be 
any loss to the world, if all the promul¬ 
gators of such doctrines, the aiders and 
abe'itors of such acts of atrocity, shared 
the same fate r “Thai:',’' sir,’^ returned 
Aiiom, with great calmness^^.h I conceive 
to be an error of judgment, on the part of 
your worship.’;—“ You, however, decla’ie, 
that this is the person by whom you were 
robbed?” said the Justice. “ Yes,” re¬ 
plied ‘Axiom, “ I have no scruples on the 
subject of his personal identity; identity 
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being, as I said before,”—“ O say no more 
upon the sulyect, but 1^‘t the clerk reacl 
your affidavit,, and hav(^<lone with it,” 
cried the Magistrate. Ihe clerk proceed¬ 
ed, and the solemn appeal to the Deity— 
ap appeal wfiich so nearly conc^nied the 
life of*a fellow-creature, was made—by the 
extraordinary, and, to me, incomprehen¬ 
sible ceremony, of kissing a little, dirty- 
lookiii" book! 

O 

The prisonef, who had hitherto-main¬ 
tained a, strict silence, now adiTressed him¬ 
self to Mr Axiom, to whom, it seems, he 
was well known, having long been»ser- 
vant to hre particular friend. He began 
in a sullen tone, as follows : 

I did not think as ho\y|it would have 
been your honour, that wosld have had 
the heart to turn* so, against me at last. 
IMany a time and oft‘have I heaTll you, 
and my master, Doctor.lSceptic, saf,' th/af 
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all mankrnci were e(]ual, and tliat the poor 
‘had as good a right to pro|)erly as the 
rich. You said,! moreor er, <^hat they were 
all fools that woUld not make the most 
they could of tliis world, seeing a.s how 
• there was’no other; for that religion was all 
a hum, and the parson a rogue, who did not 
himself helievw a word of it.-—Nay the 
very last day that ever I attended you at 
dinner, did nat you say, again and again, 
that kings, princes, and prime ministers, 
were all worse than pick-pockets r And 
yet now you would go for to hang me, 
for having only civilly asked a few gui- 
nea.v,' to make up a little matter of loss I 
’had had in the lottery. ' I wonder yoi: 
a’nfc ashamed to turn so against your own 
'\vord.s.'’ “ No, Timothy,” returned the 

philosopher, “ny opinions are not so easily 
changed. No man ever yet convinced me 
of being in an error, ’i ou ha\’e only to 
regret your having' lived in a dark age, 
w)ien Vulgar prcji>dices so fat prevail, as 
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Ifycpnsider laws as necessary to the well¬ 
being of society.—But he comforted, Tin»o» 
thy ! The age of reason a,])pYoaches. Tliat 
gloiirtus era-is fast atl/aiicing, in which 
every man shall do that which i.s right in 
his own eye’s, and the tear of the gallow.s 
shall'haye as little.influence as the fear of 
hell.-’ 

“ Ah ! that 1 had kept to my good 
grandmother's wholesome'doctiineTtf diell 
and damnation !” (exelaiKied the. ])oor 
wreich, whom the Justice’s wien weie 
now dragging back to prison)—“ I should 
not now he at the mercy of a false jjiend, 
who laughed me out of the fear of God-^ 
and now leaves me to the merely of) the 
gallows !’’-^He continued to sjrcak, hut 
\\ve could no longer hear.^ He was drag-, 
ged to his prison, and we, leaving made our 
obeisance to the* IVIagastrate, departed.'. I 
have been enabled tltus^circumstaatially to 
detail the particulars of this curious com- ' 
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versation, from the politeness of the Ma- 
giotrate’s nephew, who was so kind as to 
furnish me with^a copy of his notes, taken 
down in what is cklled Short Hand. 

It is possible, that much of it may ap¬ 
pear to you unintelligible ; but be not dis¬ 
couraged. How should our unenlightened 
minds expect to understand the language 
of philosophers, since, from all I can learn, 
they s'Hdom thdroughly understand them¬ 
selves ? 

On returning to the inn, I found the 
horse/! in waiting, the gentlemen’s were 
also in readiness and wei proceeded in. 
company to* Ardent-Hall. My reception 
from the Baronet was very cordial. 
of his lady was,most frigidly polite.- Hey 
daughter did ^ot seem to remember evei- 
Baling seen me before; but the elder Miss 
Ardent .shpok me^ by the hand, with a 



degree of frankness, as niasctilijre as her 
uncferstanding. 

The conversation of ttie^ev'ening turned 
upon the same topics that had been dis¬ 
cussed before the Magistrate ; Mr Axiom 
and Mr Puz^ledorf doing little ipore than 
support the opinions* tliey had ToTinerly 
advanced. Sir Ca])rice Ardent seemed, in 
general, disposed to* agree with the last 
speaker; and Doctor Sceptic, who made 
one of the party, made a pOint of agreeing 
MOth none.—Miss. Ardent Retired.to.writc 
letters, and her Ladyship and ker.daughter 
remained as silent as did the friend of 
Maandaara. 


O Sheermaal! —Wise*and learned Bra- 

min !—May thy meek *and generous sph-jt 

pardon the presumptjon of my ignorance, 
* * ^ 

which, refusing tp co»fide in thy-expey;- 



ence, persisted in cherishing the ill-found- 
rcrl notion, tliat all the people of England 
were Christians !—^VVdtii all hunidity, I 
now retract my error; and confess, that 
of the many religions prevalent in' this 
strange c.ountry, Christianity (as it is set 
forth m the Shaster) has the smallest num¬ 
ber of votaries ; and, according to the ac¬ 
counts of my new friend, is fast journeying 
to oblivion. 

o.-* 

Much do the philosophers exult, in ex¬ 
posing the weakness and wickedness of its 
authors. These artful and designing men, 
who, having entered into a combination to 
lead the most virtuous liver, having bound 
theinselvcs to the practice of fortitude and 
tbrbcarancc, meekness and magnaniijrity, 
piety towards (^od, and benevolence to 'i ' 
mankind, weakly and foolishly refused to 
take to themselves any merit for their con¬ 
duct ; ap/l, renouncing all worldly honours 
;tnd interests, resigned themselves to per- 



secution, pains, tortures, and dVatl), in sup¬ 
port of the frutli of their docliines. 

All'tliis appears very foolisli in the eyes 
of the philosopliers; who, jmiging of others 
by tlicinsclv’'es, pronounee so njueh seif- 
(Icuial* fortitude, and* forbeaiane(y*to be 
utleij.y impossible. The God of the Chri.s- 
tians a|)peais, m tliek’ c}'cs, as \ ery unrea¬ 
sonable, in e.xaeling purity of heart, and 
humility from his votaries. 'They thrrefore 
think it is doing much scrvSec to nuukiiid, 
to free them from these unea«y testraints, 
and to lead them to tire worship of Dewtah 
that arc not quite so unreasonable. 

To make the attempt, is all that is neces¬ 
sary, tow^ajds obtaining the appellation qf 
’.Philosopher. 

On examining the Cosha,* I found, 
indeed, that the wgrd^ Philosoj^ier, was 


Dictionar}. 



2(54 


said to “ a man deep in know- 

Jsdge, either moral or natural”—but, from 
my own experience, 1 can pronounce the 
definition to be nugatory; and tliat tliose 
who usually call themselves such, are men 
who, without much knowledge, either 
moral dr natural, entertain a high idea of 
their own superiority, from having the te¬ 
merity to reject whatever has the sanction 
of experience, and common sense. 

The Poojah “-of philosophers is perform¬ 
ed to certain idols, called Systems. The 
faith of each system has been promulgated 
by the priest, who either first formed the 
idol, or first set it up to receive the Poo¬ 
jah of the credulous. This faitli is re¬ 
ceived hy the votary of the sy^stem wjth 
undoubting confidence, and defended witli) 
the fervency of pious zeal. It must be 
confessed, that this zeal sometimes carries 
the philosophers to a^.pitch of intolerance 
tl^t is repugnant toithe feelings of a Hin- 



<loo. • Never did the most Ingvted dei- 
veish* of tlie Mussulmans, betray mow:, 
abhorrence at the sight of ,llie idols of the 
Pagpefa, than is evinced by the worsliip- 
per of system towards a Cliristian priest! 
And yet, so*far are the latter fropi return¬ 
ing any portion of. this dislike, tliat the 
nia.joj;ity of them are very careful not to 
offend the p-hilosophers, by too rigid an 
adherence to the precepts of that Shaster, 
to which they know tlicir ildversaritfs Imvc 
such an insuperable antipathy. 

All the ])hilosophcrs now at Ardent- 
Hall, perform Poojah to different syffems; 

, and seen> to Imve no opinion in commoti, 
except the expectation of the return of 
the Suttee; Jogue, which they distingui^) 
by the name of Hit Age of Reason. 

* The antipathy of the Afussulmans to every species 
of idolatry, is still the occ&sion of frequent disturbance 
to the Hindoos, in the pcrfbcmance of lhe'*Superstition‘= 
ceremonies of their relipion. • m. ^ 



In this iMcsscd era of purity and per- 
rfretion, it is believed by each of tlie j)bilo- 
sopbers, that ll;e worslii]) of bis idol .shall 
be established; and the doetrines bf bis 
prie.st be the faith of the M orbl 

“ Tlien,” says Mr^Piizzledorf, will be 
evineed the di«-nity of man,” for this is the 
idol to which Mr Piij.zledorf professes the 
performance of Poojah. Yon aie, perhaps, 
eurioiils to knovv in what this dignity con¬ 
sists?, Know, 4hen, that it apjK'ar.s,-from 
the reseaK’hes of the priest of Mr Puzzle- 
dorf-—that some difference, in point of or¬ 
ganization, doth actually exist between 
him and a bambop, or a bramble-.bush : no 
brain having as yet been discox'ered in any 
of the''vegetable tribes. Shopld suclj a 
discovery crown the labours of some fu¬ 
ture philosopher, what a sad stroke wall 
it be to the dig-nity bf man ? He will then 
be reduced to a levgl, not only with the 
ht^ists ('f,thc field, hut with the very trees 



ot the forest! The similarity is ahead}’ 
too conspicuous. Like tlieni, he is doonir. 
ed slowly to advance to n^aturity; short¬ 
ly to tfourish, and quickly to decay. Like 
tliejn*too, according to the faith of Mr 
Puzzledorf lie is doomed to mou^ldcr into 
dust, from vihich .there is no hojies of 
resusejtation, no jnosjicet of revival !■ — 
Such, in the eyes of the adherents of this 
system, is the vaunted dignity of man ! 

The idol of’Mr A-viom, is* tlic llt,tle sta¬ 
mina at the top of the nose. d'hSs, he de¬ 
clares to he imperishable, and that it must 
of necessity e.xist to all eternity.—To the 
faith of Mr Axiom, Mr PyzzLedorf opposesi 
an argument, tliat is frequentfy made^^usc 
of by the Ipgoted of all sects, against tin; 
Opinions of their adversaries:—viz. That it 
is nonsense, lie says, moreover, that in tlie 
age of reason it will incontestably appcgr, 
that every ])article is ylike liable to the de¬ 
composition whicli these poor bwdies of 



208 


our’s must undergo in the laboratory of 
death, who is too good a chemist to suffer 
the little favmurite stamina of Mr Axiom 
to escape him. Both philosophers appeal 
for the truth of their systems, to the expe¬ 
riments of Doctor Severan. Alas ! little 
does the good Doctor yhink, that the ex¬ 
istence of a future state depends upyn the 
management of his crucible 1 

I have not been able to discover the 
name of ther system, ■ to -which Doctor 
Sceptic pays his vows; the only thing 1 
have ever heard him attempt to prove, is, 
that nothing ever was, will, or can be 
proved ; all religions beings in liis opinion, 
equally false, ridiculous, and absurd. But, 
thougii he performs not Poojal\.to the idols 
of any of his brother philosophers, it is 
the religion of Christianity, against which 
the arrows of his sarcasnnare chiefly point¬ 
ed. Wltpn an opportunity occurs of vent- 
mg the overflowings of his zeal, in a sneer 
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at any of the opinions or practtccs of tho 
Christians,* his rigid features relax inl(T!i 
smile of triujnpli, wliicjp* for’ a moment, 
(lisj^els from his countenance the gloom of 
discontent. It seems to have been the 
endeavour of liis life, to eradicat'C from hie 
hf/som those social-feelings and affections, 
M'llicJ) form so great a part of the felicity 
of common mortals* A stronger to the 
animaling glow of friendshij), ajul the ten- 
der confidence of esteem; he considers all 
attachments as a ^jroof of W eakness—into 
wliich, if he has ever in any “le^ee relax¬ 
ed, it is in favour of a nephew, a hopeful 
youth, whom he piques himself up(i>fv hav¬ 
ing freed-from* the prejudices he liad con- 

g * 

traded from a pious father, at whose |wety, 
and whose.picjudices, the young man now 
laughs in a very bccominjj manner ! 

The idol to whose service this young- 
man hath devoted himself, is called Athe- 
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ism. From all that I have been able to 
leilni; Atheism is an infernal deity, who 
demands of Ins v.otarics such cruel sacri¬ 
fices—that every one initiated into the 
mysteries of this faith, must make a so¬ 
lemn and absolute renunciation of the 
»- 

use of his senses—sHut his eyes upon the 
fair volume of nature—and deny to bis 
heart the pleasurable “emotions of admira¬ 
tion and gratitude! 

Sutb are tlfe sacrifices required by this 
idol, eveii, from its speculative votaries. 
The zeal of its practical proselytes carries 
them still farther.—I am told, that the 
female converts seldom fail to make an 
otferin^ to Atheism of their peace, purity, 
and good fame; and that of its worshippers, 
among the lower orders of men, numbers 
every year suffer martyrdom, at a place 
called Newgate; which I suppose to Ire a 
temple dedicated to this superstition. 
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What are the posthumobs, honours, 
which the ‘ martyrs of Atheism rcceiw 
from their bretliren, the ,{rl)ilosophers, I 
have *noi been able to discover, as it is a 
subject on which the philosoplicrs mo¬ 
destly declirte to expatiate. 

From the conversations that I ha^'e 
overheard, between tlie nephew of Doctor 
Sceptic, and Mr Vapour, wdio is one of 
the most renowned teachers of this' faith ; 
I find, that its adiherents perforni P.oojah 
to certain inferior Dewtah, ctall^d Exist¬ 
ing, or External, circumstances, energies, 
and powers, of whom I am not yet sufii- 
ciently prepared to speak. 

Mr Vapour is particularly tenaefous of 
his faith, which is, indeed, of a very extra¬ 
ordinary nature. Rejecting all the receiv¬ 
ed opinions that, have" hitherto prevailed 
in the world, and utterly discrediting the 
circumstances upon wliich they haye been 



lounded ; he reserves his wliole slock ni' 
erodulil}' for futority. Here ids faith is 
so strong, as to hound over the harriers of 
])rohahility, to unite ajl that is discordant 
in nalure, and to believe in things iiDpos- 
jible. 

Tlie age of reason is thought, by INIr 
\"apoiir, to be very near at haiul. Not hing. 
he says, is so easy,' as to bring it about 
immediately. It is only to persuade the 
people.,in po\v'er to resign its exercise; 
the rich to part with tlieir property; and, 
with one consent, to abolish all laws, and 
put ap^ end to all government: “ Then,” 
says this cieduloys philosopher, “ shall we 
see the perfection of virtue !” Not such 
virtue,"it is true, as has heretofore passed 
current in the world. Benevolence will 
not then’be heard of; gratitude will be 
considered as a crime, and punished with 
the contempt it so justly deserves. Filial 
iltfcctioi’ would, nc doubt, be treated as a 



crime of a still deeper dye, Imt that t<- 
prevent tlie possibility of such a brcaeliMt 
virtue, no man, in the of -reason, shall 
be.able to guess who his father is; nor any 
woman to say to her husband, behold ) our 
son ! Chasfity shall then be coiisidered as; 
a ^veakn’ess, and the virtue of a female csli- 
niattxl according as she has had sufficient 
energy to break its flican restraints. “ 'i'o 
what sublime heights," exclaiijis this sa¬ 
pient philosopher, “ may we not exj)ect 
that virtue will then be seeti to .sww!—By 
rlesiroying the domestic affCc^fms, what 
an addition will be ihade to human ha]rj)i- 
ness ! and when man is no longeE.jiorrupt- 
ed hy the tender and endearing ties orf 
brother, sisi.er, wife, and child, how great¬ 
ly will his ilispositions be meliorated ! Tire 
fear of punisliment too, that ignoble bon¬ 
dage, which, at present, restrains the ener- 
gies of so manygreat men, will no longer 
damp the noble ardoiir.of the (Hiring rob¬ 
ber, or the midnight diief Nor*will 
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man then be degraded by working for 
another. The divine energies of ihe soul 
will not thfen bfe. stifled by-labouring for 
support. What is necessary, every indivi¬ 
dual may, without difficulty, do for himself. 
Every man shall then till his own field, 
and cultivate his own garden.”—“ And 
pray how are the ladies to be clothed in 
the age of reason ?” a^ked Miss Ardent.— 
“ Any lady,” replied the philosopher, 
“ who chooses to wear clothes, which, in 
this cbld climate, may by some be consi¬ 
dered as a matter of necessity, must herself 
pluck the wool from the back of the sheep, 
and spir it on a distaff of her own mak¬ 
ing.” ■“ But she cannot weave it,’’ rejoin¬ 
ed Miss Ardent, “ without a loom ; a loom 
cannot well be made without -iron tools, 
and iron tools can have no existence 
without the aggregated labours of many 
individuals.” “ True,” rdtur,ned Mr Va¬ 
pour; “ and it is thecefore probable, that 
iiT* the‘glorious era'I speak of men will 
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again liavc recourse to the skins of hcast^. 
for covering; and these will be procured 
according to the strength ^rnd capacity of 
the individual. A sunihier's dress may be, 
masle of the skins of mice, a^rd such ani¬ 
mals; whik3 those of sheep, hares, horses, 
■d()g!i, &c. may be \vorn in win\c>s'. Such 
things may, for a time, take place. But 
as the human mind^ advances to that per¬ 
fection, at which, when deprived of reli¬ 
gion, laws, and government, it is.destined 
to arrive, men will, no doubt, possess suffi¬ 
cient energy, to resist the effects of cold; 
and to exist, not only withoflt clothing, 
but without food also. When reason is 
thus far advanced, an effort of^c mind 
will be sufficient to prevent.the approach 
of disease, and stop the progress of 'decay. 
People will not then be so foolish as to 
die.” 

“ I can Relieve, tiiat in the a^e of reason 
women won’t be tr 9 u-bled with the vaj 
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j)()ui.s,” replied Miss Ardent, “ but, tliat 
they sliould be able to liv'e without food 
and clothing-, is another affair.” “ VVomen !" 
repeated Mr Vapohr, with a contenipluous 
smile; “ wp sliall not tlien l)e troulded 
with women. In the age of ’eason, the 
world sksll contain oply a race of mcr !! ’ 

Nothing could be more repugnant to the 
opinions of ^liss Ardent, than this asser¬ 
tion.—This 'worthy daughter of Serraswatti 
is firmly persuaded, that, in^the age of rea¬ 
son, a very different doctrine will be esta¬ 
blished. lA' is her opinion, that the* per¬ 
fection of the female understanding will 
then bc'^uhiversally acknowledged. 

She" fKints for that blessed period, when 
the eyes of men shall no longer be attract¬ 
ed by the charmr. of youth and beauty; 

when mind, arid mind alone, shall be 

^ ' * 
thought worthy the attention of a philoso- 

nher. 



In.that wishcd-for era, the* tiilents of 
women, she -says, sliall nQt be debased by,, 
household drudg'cry, or tluynnolde spirits 
brokerf by base sul)missioii to usurped 
autiVofity. The reins will then be put into 
the hands of ^visdom ; and as women Avill, 
in the sge'of reason^ probably be found to 
have tlje largest share, it is they who will 
then drive the chariot of state, and guide 
the steeds of war ! 

Mr Axiom,. WHose defescncc 4.0 ^the 
opiniitns of Miss Ardent is imj^cit and 
uuvS?iable, perfectly coincides in her opi¬ 
nion .—“ Who,” said he, the other evenins:, 
in discoursing upon this subject; “ who 
u'ould look ^for mind, in the Insipid fea¬ 
tures of a girl? It is when the countenance, 
has acquired a character, which it never 
can do under the period df^forty, that it 
becomes an object, of adhairation, to a mar; 

of sense. Ah! how different is the senli- 

• • 

ment which it then inspires !” The.teudi;r 
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sigh, which was heaved by Mr Axiom at 
the conclusion of tliis sentence, iii vibrat¬ 
ing on the ears of Miss Ardent, seemed to 
touch some pleasant unison, that, over¬ 
spread her countenance with a smile.' You, 
my friend, will, I doubt not,*smile also, at 
hearing of these glad tidings for giand- 
mothers ; and divert yourself with think¬ 
ing, when this empire of reason shall be 
extended to the regions of the East, what 
curious rcvoltitions it will make in the 
zenanas of HindoostadH—May the Gods 
of our fathers preserve thee from the 
spirits of’ the deep—and the sykeiiis ol’ 
philosophers!—What can I say more ? 
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LETTER XVI 

May lie, w'lio at all times claims prc 
ference'in adoration,, preserve thee ! 

The day after that tn which I last took 
up the reed of instruction, some strangers 
arrived at Ardent-Hall, who‘had conTc into 
the country on purpose to see* a celejbrafted 
water-fall—on whose beauties‘tl^y pour¬ 
ed "^t such encomiums, as kindled the 
flame of curiosity in my bosom. 

I^ no sooner expressed my delire of visit¬ 
ing this scene of wonders, than Sir Caprice,, 
with great politeness, ordered the chief 
officer of his household to atlend me thither. 
—It was natural to expect, that some of 
the philosophers rpiglit have felt'an incli¬ 
nation to view a scene, ‘to the description 
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of which, 'it a}iif)C:ireil, they were no stran- 
.gers.—But, alas ! to the tvorsliippcr of 
systems, .the fair face of fiature has no 
charms!-—la vain, for him, does tlie ap- 
jicarariee of Ar|Ooa tinge the eliceks of 
the cup-hearers of tlie sky,’* with the crim¬ 
son hluslt of gladness I In vaiii, for ’him, 
do the lobes of tlie seasons, wove in the 
changeful looms of nature, piesent tlic 
ceaseless charms of variety ! In vain, for 
liim, ymiles tire soft beauties of the hloom- 
ing^vailey, when the Hnnet, sitting on his 
rose-bus^i. jsings forth the praises of the 
spring ! And eijually in vain for him',' doth 
nature expose to view the terrors of her 
wonder-working arm, ’ in the scenes of 
sublimity and grandeur! In all the beau¬ 
ties of creation, a philosopher sees nothing- 
beautiful, but the system which he wor¬ 
ships ! 

* An ap,)el!ation for the Clouds, which frequently 
occurs in Asiatic Poetry, 



Happily for me, Mr Truelnan,* tjse stew 
ard of Sir ('a])rice, was a stranger to sys¬ 
tems; hut had,cultivated^ so'much taste 
for t lie’beauties of the rural landscape, as 
enabled him to point out to my obscrvaition 
a thousand chlirms, which nfmht otherwise 
have' escaped my nptife. Nor was this 
the only benefit I derived from his society. 
From his plain good* sense, I received 
more real and useful information, in our 
ride of four hours, than I had gaiiTed in 
nearly as many-wetks, in the, compiiny-of 
the philosophers. 

For the distance of many milc^ rniind 
Ardent-}laLl, the country js irregular and 
Lintfulating. It abounds in trees, which, 
though they,boast not the height of the. 
Mango, or the vast circumference of the 
Banyan, are neither destitute of grandeur, 

nor of beauty. These* are not clumped 

• 

together in solcnjn groves, or' gloomy 
jungles; but are so planfed, as to sartoui^d 
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the sinajl heklfs into whicli tl)C country is 
,divided; each of which small enclosures, 
now fraught'with the riches of the yellow 
harvest, appears like a “ topaz in a setting 
of emeralds.” The cheerful aspect'of the 
peasants, busily employed in'cutting down 
the grain, while their fancies seemed to 
revel in the scene of plenty, excited the 
most pleasurable emotions in my heart; 
for who but a philosopher can “ breathe 
the ai? of hilatity, and not partake of the 
intcxication of delight r ’ * 

The scene, however, soon changeU: an 
extensive plain opened before us, where 
no yellow harvest waved ,its golden head 
—where nd tall trees atforded shelter to 
the traveller—all was waste and barren. 
Upon inquiring of my intelligent compa- 

* In several pakages cf this Letter, the Rajah seems 
to have adopted the imagerv of the Persian Poet Inatulla, 
of Delhi—.with whose writings hfe was, doubtless, well 
at^nuainteJ. 
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nion, the reason of this worMerftil.change. 
lie could only inform me, that this was 
called -d Common, that_ it could not be 

cultivafed, without a solemn act of the 

< ( 

Lcgisiffturc. 1 now perceived, that it was 

from reasons 'of state, that these great 

•• • 

portions of land (for.Commons occur very 
fiequcnt-ly in England) were sufl’ered to 

remain desolate ; but *n vain did I endea- 

* 

vour to discover the motives, which could 
induce the government to lay this restraint 
.on cultivation. 

A^ge CSC appeared to have here an ex¬ 
clusive right of pasturage, I was inclined 
to think, that they might, ^perhaps, be the 
obje’ets of superstitious venerafion to the 
English court; but, on applying to my 
guide, 1 found that geese were not of the 
number of protected animafs j and that far 
from being lionowred m the manner of, 
those that are called Game, the m\irder of 
a goose might be performed, without .cerj- 
3 



inony, l>y tnc most ifi^nohle liaiuls. • Pt’i- 
,iia]).s, thought I, it is tiom the benevolent 
regard of the minister towards the old 
women, who keep these noisy flocks ; hut, 
alas ! a little reflection convinced nie,-that 
the age of reason is Hf)t }’et snfiii-iently 
established, to couirtenance the supposition 
It must, tlicn, he from the pious apprehen¬ 
sion of endangering the virtue of the peo¬ 
ple, by an overflow of plenty.—If this be 
really the case, it must be confessed, that 
a morQ.effectual method could not be takei! 
to bring about tlie desired end. 

Having passed the common, we entered 
into a deep and narrow valley^ over-hung 
with frowning rocks; these seemed fre¬ 
quently to close upon us, and sternly to 
deny all access to the interior scene. A 
silver stream, which alternately kissed the 
feet of the precipices on each side, en¬ 
couraged ns to prQceed, and gently con¬ 
ducted us to the'furthermost end of the 

* < 



valley. It was here, tha,t Vlft glories of 
the cataract burst upon our senses.—Biti 
how shall my feeble pen d» justice to such 
a scerte ? Can I, by flescription, stun the 
cays of Maandaara,. with the thunder of the 
falling waters ; or present to his imagina- 
tioi), the’ gi'otesque figures of the rocks, 
surrounding the magnificent bason into 
which they fell ? Cart I bring terror to his 
bosom, by the mention of the over-jutting 
crags, which, on one side, topped fire pre¬ 
cipice ; or produ#p in his mjnd the^spnsa- 
tion of delight, by a minute desci^iption of 
the^Tarious trees and shrubs, whose thick 
foliage ornamented the opposite bank ?— 
Ah no ! T.he tgisk is impossible ; or pos¬ 
sible only to the magic pen* of poetry. 
B}" Zaarmilla, it must be passed over ii\ 
silence!, 

We returned to Afdent-Hall, as the 
chariot of Surrava was sinking behind the 
distant hills. On appraaching thg bouse, 

A 



we beheld a acene of extraordinary com¬ 
motion. All was hurry and confusion.— 
Men and boys> household, servants and 
labourers, all seemed enq^aged in the pur¬ 
suit of some invisible object. At one part 
of the lawn we beheld Doctor Sceptic and 
Mr Puzzledorf, cautiously stepping along, 
and carefully peeping into every bush 
they passed; at another place, we saw 
Sir Caprice, attended by the rest of the 
philoso'jshers, carrying a large net—which, 
with nmch care, they soi lly> spread upon a 
hedge, ard then began to beat the roots of 
the shrubs that composed it, in the'^ihost 
furious manner. 

“ What i^ the matter ?” cried my com¬ 
panion, to a lad who was running past us. 
“ What is the occasion of all this bustle ? 
What, in the name of goodness, are you all 
about?” Catching sparrows, sir,” returned 
the lad, ‘in breathless hurry. “ Catching 
sparrows!” repeated the good steward. 
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‘‘ Philosophers, catching ^spAwows !. Thai 
is doing some good with their learning, ii];- 
deed !—If thqy had begun.^t« do this work 
soondr, the early corn in the South-field 
wpuld have been tlie better for it!” 

As my mmd has no^ yet been sufliciently 
contaminated by the practices of Chris¬ 
tians, to take pleasure in beholding misery 
inflicted upon any part of the animated 
creation, I hastened from this crud scene, 
and took refugd'i^u my o\vn apartment. 
After some time spent in medi|.ating on 
th^ cruel dispositions of Europeans, and in 
performing Poojah to the benignant Dew- 
tah of our fathiprs, I descended, to pay my 
respects to Miss Ardent, whose voice I 
heard in the hall. “ How happy’ it i^ 
that you have returned to-night!” ex¬ 
claimed she, on perceiving me. “ You 
have come in time to* assist at the most 

wonderful of all discoveries! What will 

• • • 

your friends in India think, when .you tell 
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them, that sparrows may be changed into 
honey-bees ?” 

“ It is a subject, on which none of my 
friends could possibly entertain a doabt,’" 
returned I ; “ the Iran sin igra'tion of soul, 
from bofiy to body, is evidently necessary 
for its purification.—It is the doctrine of 
the Vedas—and its ,^uthority is unques¬ 
tionable.” ‘‘ But the change I speak of has 
nothing to do with the doctrine of trans- 
migtation,” rejoined Misp A;dent. “ Our 
sp’cirrows jire.still to continue good and real 
sparrows Mt is only their instincts •fhat 
are to undergo a change, from the power 

external circumstances. So young Scep¬ 
tic declared this morning at breakfast, and 
my brother, whose imagination takes fire 
at every new idea, declared instantly, that 
the experiment should be made. It is 
true,” continued Miss Ardent, “ this theory 
is not confined to spatrows—The reasoning 
faculties, of whiefe we poor two-legged 
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aiiamals arc so proud—and 1;he various in¬ 
stincts wlii^h mark each Ij^ ibe of the bruft 
creation, all 'equally ori'gMiate in a com¬ 
bination of external circumstances. And, 
actoialing to the argahncnts of the young 
philosopher, I see no reason, wJiy, by a 
proper course of education, a monkey may 
not be a Minister of State, or a goose 
Lord Chancellor of England.”* 


Here a stop was put to our conversation, 

* 

by the entrance or the gentl*emen,Vfeach of 
.was so full of his deeds pi jjrowess, 
in the engagement with the sparrows, that 
he could talk of nothing else. (»Jne hun¬ 


dred spai’rows* were alivady^ taken pri¬ 
soners;—but as this was only one-tbird^of 
the numbef declared necessary to form a 
hive, a reward was offered by the Baronet 
for each live sparrow that should be 
brought to the Hall,in the course of the 
succeeding day •measure which was 
crowijed with such success, that* bef&rc 
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sun-set on ‘tlie following evening, the 
»uinb(?r was declared complete. 

Another tedious day elapsed, before the 
hut destined for tlieir future residence 
could be finished; this was made exactly 
after the model of tlrose of the domestic 
bees, which, in this country, are built of 
straw, made into small bundles, and bound 
together by the fibres of an aquatic plant. 
This hut, or hive, as it is called, bore the 
same pfCportiou to its model, as the size of 
a sparrow ,^ioes to that of a bee; it was 
furnished with cross sticks for the support 
of the combs; and that the sparrows might 
have no apology for not beginning imme¬ 
diately, to work, great care was taken that 
no convenience usually afforded to the 
bees, should be wanting.—After undergo¬ 
ing a careful examination by the philoso¬ 
phers, this huge sparrow-hive was placed 
upon a platform, that had been reared 
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for its reception; and the^garrows having 
Deen broijght in baskefs to tlie spot, Sir 
Caprice )^lent, in presence of all tlie 
losopliers, with his own hand, pair by pairj 
deposited them in their new abode. The 

i.' 

apparent satisfaction with which they en¬ 
tered their hive, ^ave such a txrnvinciTig 
proof of the power of external circum¬ 
stances, as alread\^ rendered Sir Caprice a 
complete con\ert to the system. At the 
conclusion of the cereiuony, ‘h^ cordially 
.shook hands w^j h the young philosopher, 
and requesting the rest of*the party would 
ejseu-se him for the evening, he' retired 
to his study, to begin a journal of these 
important proceedings, with wliich he in¬ 
tended "to illuminate tlie wqrld. 

At th2 first indication of the dawn of 
morning, I went, as is .my constant prac¬ 
tice, to the river side, ahd after the per¬ 
formance of the accustomary.Poojah, and 
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having bathed In the refreshing stream, I 
strolled into that Jjart of the garden where 
the liohey-making‘' sparrows we.rc placed. 

It was at an hour when my meditations 
have here never been disturbed by the ap¬ 
pearance of a fellow tportal. Judge then 
of my surprise, at beholding the Baronet, 
Avho, wrapped in his night-robes, stood at 
the side of tile newly erected hut, listen¬ 
ing with, eager ears, to catch the first 
sound that should emanatp from its pre¬ 
cincts : On perceiving me he made the 
signal of silence, and then beckoning »ie 
to approach—inquired, in a soft whisper, 
whether I did not hear the sparro^vs hum? 
i told him tha|: I did indeed hear a burn¬ 
ing noise; but believed that it proceeded 
from a solitary bee, which was bov'ering 
over the adjoining, shrubs. Chagrined at 
my discovery, thfe Baronet turned from me 
in displeasure, and went into the house. 
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^ yMahy were the visits, ybich, in the 
course of l^is day, were made to the nev^ 
Jiive. It wa\ soon discovered, that the 
sparrows diad been so far impelled by the 
pressure oi'ed ist 'ing^cirnimstances, as to go 
abroad in thtt morning, in <piest of neces¬ 
sary food-; and it was.lioped by tfie philo- 
sophers, tliat, as is the custom of bees, 
they would return l)tfore the decline of 
day to deposit tlieir yellow spoils. But, 
alas ! fallacious is the hope of ntortals ! 

^The shades of ^eviB^ing arrived, an^l night 
succeeded, sjrreading her dark jnautle over 
the hlice of nature, but not a sjrarrow aj)- 
peared ! 

Miss Ardent, whose knowledge extends 
to all the particulars of rural econom^', on, 
perceiving the vexation of her brother, 
suggested the idea that th*e ^sparrows had 
probably swarmed on ^ome tree in the. 
neighbourhood, where^they miglit remain 
in safety till the follo'fcing day;, V and 



then,” cont’ri^ietl she, “ if they shew any 
inclination to ^y off, they ma^y easily be 
fixed, by beatifig the frying-pans, as they 
do to a swarm of bees.” 


This hint from Miss Ardent re-kindled 
the expiring flame of hope in the breast’s of 
the philosophers.—Next morning, which 
proved a very rainy (?ne, word was brought 
that a number of the fugitives were seen 
in a hawthorn-tree, at the bottom of the 
lawn:—thither the philosophers instantly^ 
repaired,_ each armed with some culinary 
instrumenf, which, as soon as they reached 
the place, they began to beat, in such a 
manner as might have rescued the rnoon 
from the jaws of the Crocodile! * 

(} 

Lost was the labour of the philosophers, 
who, in this instance, exerted their talents 

* Aliudiag to a superstitious notion prevalent in tbe 
East. 
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in vain ! Instead of gathcqn^ together in 
a cluster, asXjvas expected,* no sooner did, 
the discordanl^ sounds froui’ the instru¬ 
ments of the philosophers reach the hear- 
ing-'Ot the sj)arrows, tlian a\eay they flew 
to^another tree. Thither they were again 
pursued, but still the more noise that was 
made, the less did the sparrows seem in¬ 
clined to listen. Tin? master of the bees 
declared, that he had never seen a swarm 
so unmanageable ! 

Wet, and wearied, Sir Caprice- and his 
• * 0 ^ ■ 
learned guests at length returned into 

the house. Miss Ardent and Axiom 
.thought it- a good opportunity to laugh 
at the .system of the young philosopher; 
who, on his 4 )art, defended the infallibility, 
of his idol, by declaring, that the experi¬ 
ment had not been fully :—that the 

habits of old sparrows were not easily con; 
quered; but that, young ones, or young 
birds any kind,.he was still convinced. 
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if taken» bef*)^ their habits were snffi- 
cicqtly formed^ would be ft)elnd to ol)ey 
the necessity .of existing 'circumstances, 
exactly as did the little useful insects, of 
whose instinctive sagacity ignorance.diad 
said so much. 

The hint was not lost upon the Baronet. 
A reward for nestlings, of every descrip¬ 
tion, was,again oflFered ; and again attend¬ 
ed wjth the wished-for success.—All! how 
many loving, pairs among‘the feathered' 
tribes, were, for the sake of this expeii- 
ment, bereft of their infant families ! I'he 
groves resounded with the plaints of woe 1 
But tittle pain .did the sorrows of the 
niouraers give to the heart of the young 
systerrtist. By his advice, thedittle birds, 
after having had their bills rubbed with 
honey, were ^hut up in the hive, with a 
portion of the same sweet food, for their 
subsistence. 
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On the evening of the thir^i rfay, which 
was the con;^lusion of theic.-destined term^ 
of probation, ^Jie entrance !o4he liive was 
opened, biit not a bird came forth; every 
method was taken to en,tice them abroad— 
btit in vain. ‘At length, by the assistance 
of’t/ie servants, their Ixibitation vv'as so far 
raised, .as to enable the philosophers to 
take a peep within. . Sight of horrors! 
and smell still worse than the sight!—The 
lifeless corses of the three* hunclr(»d half- 
41 edged nestliiigi lay at the bottom. of 
their liive, in a promiscuous heap.—“ They 
have effectually swarmed at lastT' said Mr 
A.xiom.—Neither the Baronet, nor the 
young philosoghcr, staid to make any 
renlark; but every one putting his fingers 
to his nose, impelled by the necessity of 
existing circumstances, hurried from the 
dismal scene. 

Such, Maandaara, ^re the illusive phan- 

• * « 

toms which the all-pervading Spirit, the 



sovereign presents to the perception 

of metaphysiccfl philosophers! 

May Ganesa, averting calamity, pre¬ 
serve to thee the use of thy senses'! And 
may the Poojah performed for thy f iend, 
by the holy Bramins of Almora,' preserve 
his mind from the contamination of sys¬ 
tems ! What can I isay more ? 
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LETTER XVIL 


My time, for these J;wo past days, has 
been occupied in a manner, that, I hope, 
will give pleasure to Maanchiara. 

I have been engaged in translating for 
your ‘perusal, the greatest part* of a very 
long epistle, with which Doctor Severan 
has had the gocjdness to favour his unwor¬ 
thy servant. 

According to previous agreement, I 
transmitted to him all that I had written 
to you since my.arrival at Ardent-Hall; 
intreating him to favour me with such 
strictures upon it, as hc thought njight be 
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necessary, ^towards giving' me more just 
ideas upon the subjects of which I had 
treated. 

In his observations, the Doctor dcres rot 
follow me through the particular syt terns 
of tae pliilosophers; but speaks in general 
terms, of the ellccts produced by what he 
calls Scepticism ; wldeli, according to the 
great English Cosha, is the art of doubt¬ 
ing. But you shall have it as nearly as the 
difiereut idioms of the Iv o languages will 
permit, in bis own words.-After open¬ 

ing his letter with the usual exordium, he 
thus proceeds : 

“ Knowing the ardour with which you 
pursue knowledge, and the strong inclina- 
fion that impels you to investigate the 
causes of the different phenomena which 
present themselves to your observation, I 
qheerfully comply with your request. 
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“ The history of literatHUfe is tntimately 
connected with the rCvo.lu^aons of empires^ 
and among all the rude storms which have 
'assailed it, in none did it suffer more, than 
iif Sliat* which it endured, together with 

t\ie/government of ancient Rome.. Lj^gra- 

• 

ture was, by this event, effectually driven 
from those countries where it had formerly 
flourished ; and, during a long.period (em¬ 
phatically distinguished by^ our Jiistorians, 
by the epithet t)f dark) learning was al- 
■ most completely obliterated.* In this era 
of ignorance, superstition established her 
gloomy reign : and when the attention of 
men Avas once Aiore turned to literary pur- 
, suits, the objects they had to surmount 
were new and numerous, and of a pature 
not very easily to be subdued. • 

Instead of that free communication, 
which had fornferly, been perniitted to 
men, they were n®w feMered by the tyran- 
. nical ^icts.of kir>gs and priests the rn- 

Q 
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vestigatioa of ^truth being equally hobtik 
»o the interests of both. While freedom 
of discussion waS' thus restrained, the fa¬ 
culties of the human mind were benumb¬ 
ed, and truth and falsehood were colifounil- 
ed together, 

“ The errors that are mixed with truth, 
and promulgated by authority, enlist for 
a time the prejudices of mankind in their 
favour; but when, from the detection of 
error, these prejudices ait taught to mu¬ 
tiny, they desert not only the erroi-, but 
the truth to which it was united. There 
is a propensity in the human mind to rush 
from one extreme to another,- and thus 
impljcit belief is succeeded by universal 
scepticism, 

“ Wherever the mind has been bound 
by the fetters of authority; wherever in¬ 
quiry has been deemfed, a crime, and the 
free use of reason has been condemned as 



S43 

i 

i)iipibus; there shall we the throne 
of superstition usurped hy enthusiasm^ or* 
overturned by infidelity, 

Such is the natural progress of events. 

VVje/vain and presumptuous mortals, - 

• 

in the short span of our limited duration, 
can behold but one of the oscillations of 
the balance, are too apt to conclude, that 
whichever scale we see descead, must 
there for ever rest! Could we extend the 
‘sphere of our'<^Bservation, we would, I 
make ^no doubt, perceive tliese^vibrations 
of public opinion at length fixed by the 
immutable law of truth ! 

“ In this kingdom, which has long held 
freedom of investigation as one of its most* 
glorious privileges, conscientious sceptics 
(if I may so call them) are but rare. Our 
wisestjegislators, dur greatest philosophers,' 
whose names are tJie Ix^st and honour of 
^our co^tryj.were ail firm believers in the 
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truth of thatt,rcvelation, whose doctrines 
accord with all that sound philosophy has 
ever taught. The only species of sceptics 
in which we abound, are men of sha'- 
low understandings, and cold hearts; who, 
-feeling their incapacity to attract attention 
by going on in the ordinary path, endea¬ 
vour to gain it by stating opinions which 
may astonkh their hearers, and acquire 
them some degree of applause^ for their 
ingenuity and boldness. It may, indeed, 
be observed 'of this class, that they take 
special ca^e never to utter their oracles 
before those who are capable of entering 
into argument with them, though they 
deliver themselves with dhgmatical assur- 
aneb before the ignorant and illiterate. 

“ But let not my noble friend imagine 
from this account of scepticism, or from 
his, own^ penetrating observation on the 
conduct of the g<piJtiemen at Ardent-Hall, 
that rhetaphysicai inquiry is witll^ut its. 
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«sc.' Such inquiry expancls,tl/e powers of 
the human mind, enlarges l^ie understaiul,-, 
iiig, and, by placing the. science of morals 
Von a true foundation, tends to increase the 
hap{)i‘iiess of society. 

“ Would its professbrs pursue the same 
plan of investigation that has been so suc¬ 
cessfully adopted by ‘natural philosophers, 
that of first making themselves well ac¬ 
quainted with facts, and thoroughly inves¬ 
tigating them,* .‘before they draw'*qoncIu- 
sionsi they would perceive the necessity 
of alfowing first principles, which are so 
self-evident as not to admit of any difect 
proof. Indeed,, I do not Ijesitate to ^assert, 
that almost all the errors of metaphysicians 
have arisen,,from their neglect of natural 
philosophy.—^^The extreme accuracy, and 
exact precision, that is rerfuisite in the in¬ 
vestigation of the pheriomena of the ma¬ 
terial world, would ipduce like’habits of 

9 " ' 

leasoning in regard to that of the mental 
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while that 'Cc^lossus of scepticism, I niean 
.atheism, woul\j, by an acquaintance with 
the works of .nature, be utterly annihi'* 
lated. 

r 

“ I have endeavoured to explain rtiyself 
to'my noble friend* aa clearly as possible 
on the subject of his letter; and shall 
only add, that true philosophy is never 
the conip^anion of arrogance and vanity. 
While it investigates w ith assiduity, and 
pronoynces with diffiden.'^e ; they assert' 
with boldness, and give the crude conjec¬ 
tures of fancy, for the sound deductions of 
truth. 

“ The natural turn of my mind, and, 
iStill liiore, the objects which |iave for the 
greatest part of my life occupied my at¬ 
tention, have 'effectually precluded me 
from sceptical opinions,-and rendered ipe 
callous to*the sophjsjtry of their promoters; 
'bqt it has always' appeared to me, that 



jtivhere freedom of discussion^is permitted* 
there scepticism and infid^ity will be but 
little known.” 

Sr cl], Maandaara, are th.e opinions of 
Xhe natiu'al.philosopher. The philosophers 
at Ardetit-Hall declare, that it isT a p.iSy- so 
good ii man should have so many odd jire- 
judices. I confess, Jthat, to me, who have 
been accustomed to behold wdth reverence 
the self-inflicted torture of holyjnen, the 
noble enthusiasm of the worshjppers of 
System is the object of veneration. It is 
truc^ these philosopliers hold it not ne¬ 
cessary to mortify the body, or to bring 
the irregubir passions under Subjection. 
But what is the severest penance of the 
most pious Yogee, compared to the utter 
dereliction of eternal happiness ? By hope,' 
a man is supported through many sorrows, 
but, on the shrine of* his icfol, the philoso¬ 
phic Sanassee mt^kes a voluntary sacrifice 
of even hope ifself Pi-On the system that 
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ke worships, hi« thoughts for ever clweJJ; 
on it his tongud, for ever runs ; and, while 
if extlusivcly occupies every avenue to 
his soul, he, with a superlative degree of 
modesty, bestows the epithet of prejudiced 
enthusiast on the votary of Christianity. • 

Shall I confess to my friend, that to my 
weak mind, the enlightening conversation 
of the philosophers had become so tire¬ 
some, as^to reiuler the arrival of Lady 
Grey, and her blooming party, a consi¬ 
derable I'elief to my wearied spirits ? Till 
then, I was destitute of all resource ;• Miss 
Ardent being too fond of disputing with 
the philosophers, and too much engaged 
hy them to at|end*to me ; and her Lady¬ 
ship so .entirely engrossed by her darling 
'boy, as to be incapable of attending to 
any other object. .. This boy is suffered to 
become so troublesome, that it entirely 
eradicates tjiat benevolent complacency 
which one is accustomed' to feel -at the 
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s'gbt of infant innocence.* IJis parents 
behold the capriciousness ^t)f his desires 
increase with their ^ratification, and the 
irascibility of his temper receive fuel from 
satiety; yet do they continue to pamper 
th*e over-pampered appetite, and to in¬ 
dulge each caprice of»the wayward fffiVi?yf 
in'full cxpectatioii that, in the age of rea¬ 
son, he will be able tp exercise the virtue 
of self-controul!—Yes, Maandaara, when, 
from Xhe pressure of existing circumstances, 
sparrows are tjn^lvt to make honey, then 
shall' the passions, which haye been fan¬ 
ned ifito a flame by tire breath of indul¬ 
gence, listen to the voice of moderation ! 

You may, perhaps, imagine, that the 
society of a young and lovely femaldj^such 
as is Miss Julia Ardent, would be a dan¬ 
gerous trial to a man of my sensibility. 
Blit, alas! my fripnd, you know not bow 
effectually the mixture of insipidity and 
haughtiness can blunt. Ihe arrow,s Cam-», 



"dea. It is,.,oeibaps, for this reason, and tw 
preserve the kjeartg of young men from 
the mfluence of female charms, that these 
qualities are so carefully instilled at the/ 
seminaries of female. education, which 
were described in such true colours by the 
"good Bramin Sheermaal. I was; at that 
time, too much blinded by the mists of 
ignorance, to give credit to his report.—1 
had read the Christian Shastcr, and was it 
not natural forme to suppose, that all who 
called themselves Christians, were guided 
by its precepts.? From it I learned, that 
Christian women'were not probibit6c? from 
the cultivation of thfeir understandings; 

• and how’ could I conceive,- that fashion 
should lead them ,to relinquish so glorious 
a privilege ? Flow coulti I imagine, that 
Christian parents should be so much afraid 
of the improvement of their female off¬ 
spring, as to give encouragement to semi¬ 
naries formed on purpose for the exclusion 
, of kno\r^lcdge? It'^is true, the information 
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(if Sheermaal might have * instructed me 
in these things, but to tVfe heart that is 
filled with prejudice, \visdom liftetli up 
her 'i^oice in vain. 

Nothing but experience could have con¬ 
vinced ‘me, that the cultivation "tlfc 
rational faculties should, among the Chris¬ 
tian women of England, be so rare, that 
no sooner does one of them emerge from 
the depths of ign'orance, ‘than she is sus¬ 
pected of assnpiing the airs of solf-impor- 
tanfce and conceit. If she has the know¬ 
ledge'of a school-boy, she is thought vain 
of her learning. Nor are there many men 
of sense among the Christians, who would 
B*ot prefer to*the conversation of such a 
woman, the impertinent tattle of'Ihe fri¬ 
volous, the capricious, and the ignorant. 
Nor is this much to be wondered at, when 
we consider, that by the pains taken, from 
the earliest inftncy, to sap the foundation 
of every solid improi^ement, the imagiaa- 



tion become feo much stronger than tiie 
judgment, that of the small number of fe¬ 
males, who, under bill the disadvantages of 
custom and prejudice, dare to distinguisli 
themselves by the .cultivation of Hheir 
talents, few should do more than exchange 
(Jnc folly for another'.—substitute the love 
of theory, for the love of dress ; or an ad¬ 
miration of the mental gewgaws of flimsy 
sentiment, and high sounding declamation, 
for that ©f trifles pf another kind. 

But though I confess my error, and 
acknowledge, that I deceived myself in 
extending my notions of Christianity to 
every Christian, and of excellence to 
every female, «of England, t still see some 
who aitiply justify the expectations that 
■were formed by my sanguine mind. In 
Lady Grey and her daughters, I find all 
that I had expected* frorn the females of 
thbir country; all thaf my*'friend Severan 
liad described. 
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With them, arrived the ‘t}*^q^ youngest 
daughters of Sir Caprice .Ardent, one of 
whom has received h^c education under 
tlie care of Lady Grey, while tlie other 
has lo her aunt, -Mi-ss Ardent, been in¬ 
debted for Iftr instruction. At first sight, 
one is struck with the similarity orYitefr 
features. They are both beauteous as the 
opening rose-bud, when the dew of morn¬ 
ing trembles on its leaf. The eyes of 
each, sparkling with vivacity^ are dazzling 
.as a bright’ dagger suddenly unsheathed. 

They are both shaped by tha hand of ele- 

# . 

gance, and both move -vvitR the same 
degree of grace. Yet, notwithstanding 
this similarity^ the opposite characters im¬ 
pressed by education is visible iij each.— 
While ov^r the graces of Miss Caroline^is 
thrown the bewitching veil of timidity, 
and her every action is bound in the silken 
fetters of decorum; tSie adopted daughter 
of Miss Ardent speaks her* sentimiliits 
with^ an energy^ thaf has nevoj' ’ known 
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‘restraint. Though open to conviction, 
and ready to confess error with the can¬ 
dour of a noble mijid, she yields less to the 
authority of persons, than to that of rea¬ 
son ; and it is easy to perceive, has "been 
early taught, that to be weak, and to be 
aHillble, are two very different things. 

An incident which occurred to the three 
sisters, in the course of their morning’s 
walk, wi‘11 servd to illustrate these obser¬ 
vations upon their characters. 


It appears, that having strayed into a 
narrow lane, they were frightened at the 
appearance. of a horse and^ -cart, coming 
towards them»so quickly, as to leave them 
no othei' method of escaping, than to climb 
"a steep bank, and get over the paling 
into their father’s'park. . Miss Olivia, with 
the activity of an antelope, led the way, 
and, with some difficulty, assisted her sis- 
ters to follow her example. Just as she 
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iiad prevailed upon the terrifle^ Miss Julia, 

who long insisted upon ttje impossibility 

of her making the attempt^ they beheld near 

I hem ’an old man, who, excited by the 

screams and promised rewards of Miss 
% 

Julia, attempteel to lay hold of the horses. 
To stop ‘them, his feeble efforts wefe hf* 
effectual; the animals were too strong, and 
too spirited, to be raanaged by his aged 
arm. After a short struggle, the horses 
sprung over him, and in ’a moment the 
mangled and bleeding body was discover¬ 
ed lying, to all appearance, lifeless, in the 
track Vhich the cart had passed. 

Miss Julia redoubled her efforts to 

* * I • 

escape; she succeeded, and. flew to the 

house, which she no sooner reached;*than, 

• « 

as is customary with young ladies upon 
such occasions, she fainted away. When 
she had fainted, for a decent length of 
time, she screamed, laughed, and cried al¬ 
ternately, and continu*ed long enough icr 



the second ^t^ge of fright, called an Hys¬ 
teric Fit, to draw round her the greatest 
part of the farnily; Indeed, there M'as full 
employment for them all. One held to 
her nose a bunch of burnt feathers'; ano¬ 
ther chafed her temples with a drug, called 
trsTtSiiorn; a third held to her lips drops 
and cordials, while the rest ran about the 
room, opening the v/indows, ringing the 
bells, and giving directions to the ser¬ 
vants. 

While we, were thus engaged, in flew 
Miss Olivia. But -what a figure t The 
few tattered remnants of her muslin robe, 

I. 

besmeared with blood, st;reamed in the 
air; eagerness sparkled dn her eyes, and 
an unspeakable glow of ardour animated 
her countenance. Totally unconcerned 
for her sister, on whom, indeed, she seem¬ 
ed to dart a look of contempt, she hastily 
snatched ^e hartshorn, and the cordials, 
-4nd desijring, with a tone of authority, all 
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the men to follow her, she 'a^ayi flew of}', 
wifh the swiftness of a bird of Paradisg, 
who has been frightened by the voice of 
the liunter. 

Miss Julia was left to recover as she 
. ' * 
could. 'Every soul ’deserted her. !Men 

aiul maids, philosophers and footmen, all 

hurrierl after the fjwr Olivia; who, like 

the meteor which floats on the dark-bo- 

« 

somed cloud of evening, was seen gliding 
before us. At IdYmth we reached “tiie 

Cl ^ , 

lane; and there, seated on tlie ground, we 
behclfl the twin-sister of Olivia; her fair 
arms supporting the unfortunate^ old man, 
whose wounde,d head reclined upon her. 
lap. His wounch were, however, bound 
up; the 10^6 of Olivia having bceb torji 
in pieces for the purpose. And now, u ith 
a tenderness which equall’e^l her activity, 
she knelt at the.old man’s side, and carr 
ried to his pale lips the cordials she ha<i, 

^ I 

with so little ceremony, snatclied from 
voi. ,n. 


R 



Ik’f sister. ^ T.hc okl man at lengtli so far 
revived, as to pVonomice, with feeble hut 
impressive aceents, the blessings of his 
Cofl on the angel-forms who had saved 
his life. He was, wijh all possible care, 
by the direction of the two ladies, carried 
up to the house. A surgeon was imme¬ 
diately sent for, who, on examiiTing his 
wounds, tleclared thbm to be of such a 
nature, that if he had not received the 
assistance bestowed upon him by the two 
ladies, he must inevitably have perished, 
“ Then,” cried the lovely Caroline, it is 
to my sister Olivia, 'that he owes his life ! 
—But for her, I should have followed my 
. sister Julia into the hou«e, to call for 
help; it wa§ Olivia aldhe, who had the 
courage to j eturn to him, and the presence 
of mind to afford him relief.” “ No, Ca¬ 
roline replied Olivia, “ without you, I 
could have done nothing. When I look¬ 
ed back, and saw Jiow the poor man bled, 
jenew* he could not live without^ assist 



iillcc', l)ut it was you, by wbom the assist- 
ancc was principally beslbw(5ci. “ Don't 
sjicak any more about it, for heaven’s sake,^ 
cried‘INliss Juba ; “ the very thought of it 
makes me sick. I would not have looked 
at him for 4 thousand worlds ; I wonder 
bbw ypu could have sjo little sensibilfty f’ 

“ Sensibility, my ([ear niece,'’ said Lady 
(rrcy, “ is but too often another word for 
selfishness. Believe me, that that sensibi¬ 
lity, whi^h tuins with disgust from Jjie 
sight of misery it has the power to relieve, 
is no? of the right kipd. To weep at the 
imaginary tale of sorrow exhibited in a 
novel or a tragedy, is to indulge a feel¬ 
ing, in wdiich there is Wither vice nor 
virtue ; but wdien the compassionnvhich 
touches the heart, leads the hands to af¬ 
ford relief, and benevolence becomes a 
principle of action, it is then, anti then 
only, that it is truly commemkible.” 
perceive that yoiJr ladyship has stydied 
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iiume's Prindples of General Utility, ’ said 
Mr Axiom. *' No," said Mr Puzzlcdorf; 
“ it is evident, her ladyship has taken her 
opinions from my Essay on the Eternal and 
Necessary Fitness and Congniity of Things.’' 
“ I have taken them,’* said her ladyship, 
'* iVoiP the doctrines and examples oi'.Jesiis 
Christ and his Apostles." 

In this life, “ composed of good and 
evil," this younger sister of the Baronet 
has had her share of calamity. Her mar¬ 
riage with Sir Philip Grey, was an union 
of m'utual affection, founded on m-ntual 
esteem, and productive of mutual felicity. 

Though a .Baronet, lii? estate was not 
extenSne ; and from it a numerous family 
of brothers and sisters were to be provid¬ 
ed with fortunes, suited to their birth. 
Sir Philip and his lady, having the same 
views and opinions, eiisily settled the plan 
nf their future life.' Tli6y took the man- 



agement of thpir estate, in^ »their own 
hands; taste and elegaiic*e became a sufe>- 
stitute for splendor; arfd the propriety of 
domestic arrangement, amply compensated 
for the absence of a, few articles of super¬ 
fluous hixuryr But though they yetrencln 
ed in' o'stentation, they decreased not in 
hospitality; their house was the refuge of 
the distressed, the home of n\erit, and the 

central point of all the genius and the ta- 

• • 

lent which the surrounding country could 
•boast. addition to the. care of fhmr 
fortune, they took upon themselves the 
.sole care of the education of their chil¬ 
dren.—But, notwithstanding all Jthese avo¬ 
cations, they alill found ^time for the pur- 
suit of literatureT for which Iheir taste re- 
mained imdiminisdied. Lady Oiey was 
not only (as is universally the custom in 
this country*) the companion of her hus- 

* It is by some of tlie lliiidoo iuithors'mentioned, (bs 
one of the imlispcnsiblfe qualities of a goodij^ife—“ thjii 
she ncj^f prosiinies to dht, until her husband hasfiuislK'd." 



hand's t:ibl«;'vut,tlie partner of his studies; 
cvixl by him, her opinions were as niucli 
respected,* as lier person was beloved. 

ears rolled on, and each returning 
iwason saw an increase of tire happiness of 
this well-matched pair. But who can 
give stability to the felicity of mortals? 
While yet i» the priihe of life, this amia¬ 
ble and happy husband was seized by the 
ruthless hand of disease, in whose rude 
grasjr the Vigour of life w^as blasted, and 
the gay hopes of future enjoyment dashed 
on the rocks of disappointment. His 
senses, o.^ which he suffered a temporary 
deprivation, were gradually restored; but 
the wdieels oT life wmre cJogged; the vital 
P.uid stagnated in the veins/ or moved 
witli such lingering and unequal pace, as 
was unequal ,to the re-animation of the 
^jalsied limbs; nor did he ever recover a 
jjufficient degree of strength, to enable 
him to quit his apartment. In such a situ- 
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;<lion, in vain wonld a nn^n liavc looked 
for consolation in the of a fool; 

In vain would he have expected it fields 
the -trifling accomplishments, to the ac- 
quii-f/mcnt of which, the most precious 
years of lift; are commonly devoted. Alas ! 
thoug,]> Lady Grey, could ha\*c -epokeai 
French with the fluency of a Parisian ; 
thoimh she could hav^tt^ danced until the 
grace of an angel ; though she could have 
painted a flower, or a butterfly,* even with¬ 
out the .tssisUinc^ of her drawing-master, 
and rim over tlie keys of her harpsichord 
wit^'the most astonishing nyiidity-—little 
comfort u'ould it have given to the heart 
of her sick husband. 

In an understanding enrichciU by the 
accumulations of wisdom, a temper 're¬ 
gulated by the precepts of Christianity, 
and a heart replete .with* tenderucss, Sir 
Philip found a more solid ivsource. Py 
these endowme^its, *Vas his ^ly enabled 



;o manage the aft’airs of lier family, anu 
tlic concern'ir'Vif "his estate ; to watch ovta 
the education of her children ; and, by the 
unremitting attentions of endearing affec¬ 
tion, to cheer the spirits that were broken 
by confinement, and sooth the sufferings 
of a bed’of pain. Nor Avas the pCi+biin- 
ance of these multifarious duties the sud¬ 
den effect of a slu/rt-livcd energy. During 
the six years in which her husband linger¬ 
ed under the partial dominion of death, 

the fortitude of his ladv remaine ' unshak- 

- s, 

cn, her perseverance unabated; and wlien 
at length his soul w;is suffered to depart 
from the decayed mansion of mortality, 
though her heart was possessed with loo 
ihuch sensibility, not to /ed until sorrow 
the strt,ke of separation, the assured hope 
of a re-union with the object of her affec¬ 
tions in the regions of iiinnortality, afforded 
consolation to her wounded mind.—Yes, 
Maandaara, notwithstamling all I have said 
in favour this excellent woman, truth 



i<i»ligcs me to confess, tliat l|u? iiowcrs ot 
her mind arc not suHiciently tnlar^eSl 
embrace the doctrines of. Allieisin ! Slic is 
blind Vnoiigh, not to ])crccive the evident 
superiorily of any of'tlie systems of the 
'|)Jii]osophcrs *fo, llie Christian faith; and 
Vcaldy asserts, that if alHmat was taught 
by Jesus-i^dnist and bis Aj)ostles was ge¬ 
nerally practised, it would be no great in¬ 
jury to tlie baj>pincss of society.—She 
takes great pksisurc in the’conleiViplatirtu 
of a futunf^state. aiiTt carries her prcjudlcek 
so far as to declare, that she considers the 
account of it, as given in .Scri])ture, as little 
Vss easy of belief than the systcni of Mr 
I’uzzledorf; ai^d that slm liiuls it more, 
satisfactory to re^'t her hope# on the pro- 
inises of b^r Saviour, than on the perimv 
nent existence of tlie little imperishable 
stamina at the top of the no^ic!! 

Not contented with jnaking the precepts 
and doytrines of \hristianity t]mNuid(;of 
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licr own cor.duct, she has endeavoured to 
^ insil them into tlie minds of her cliildren ; 
and so well lias, she succeeded, that her 
eldest son, at the age of nineteen, thougli 
possessed of an uncommon degree of learn¬ 
ing, sense, and spirit—is not ashamed '.u 
‘confess that I'lt is a'Christian ! • 


Alas ! my friend, how shall I infonii 
you of the events of this morning-r—The 
mimher of jihilosophers is diminished ! 
The promising sjirout of Infidelity, whose 
early genius gave suefr hopes of future 
.grcafne.ss—he, hy the prowess of ^Yhose 
pen it was expected that religion should 
be routed fronS the world—the nephew of 
Doctor Sceptic—this morning, took the 
privilege' of a philosopher, and shot him¬ 
self thctiugh the head 



As I liiid, upon iiujiiiry, that tliis is a 
privilege A\]neli is often elaiined, aiVJ 

praetiee lliat is very ^'-onunon with the 

« 

pliilosophers of England, I sujrpose it ii. 
found to be eondurive to general utility, 
'aiTtka«Tee;d'>* !'■« ihe eternal and neccssar\' 
eongrdil v and fitness of rlrHigs. 

The c.vixling c/rcfnii\fn>/ccs Avhieh im¬ 
pelled this young man to make so jdiilo- 
.^ophieal an exit, have been, to afl appeal' 
anee, ^‘5' kx'plaiired ; and as you maV 
ha\ e ^somc euriosily eoneerwing them, I 
shall briefly state them for your perusal. 

^It appe^irs tyit his fatl^er, a man of rigid 
morals and aastTae dev otion,* who lived in 
the exerei^e of mueh piety towards Gv^d, 
and much charity to his fellow-creatures, 
some years ago received* yilo his family, 
the orphan niece of his wife. Slie was 
educated with Ins o\v,ij children, and shar¬ 
ed V ii.h them t^e benefit of Ifh inslruc- 



iions, and life leiiderncss of his paternal 
io^ nf. Her beauty made an early impres- 
.sion ujxrn lire heart of her cousin, and 
such was her merit in tlie eyes of the old 
man, that, preferring the liappiness of his 
son to the aggrandizeniiurt hf Ids famdiy’, 
he consented fhtit Hicir union should take 
place, as soon as the young man should 
liavc attained his one and twentieth year. 
It vvais agreed, that he should employ the 
interval in wdiat is called an Attendance 
upon the Tem})le ; lind, ac’eotding to a 
previous invitation from his uncle, Doctor 
Sceptic, should duriiig that period take up 
In’s residence at hi.s house, iu the capital.— ' 
There the youngpnan had not long resided, 
till a new light burst upoii his eyes : he saw 
tilings' as he had never seen them before : 
saw that religion was a bugbear, made to 
keep the vulgar in awe;—saw that his 
father was a fool ^ and, as I have before 
mentioned, learnt to laua'h at his preju- 
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dices, ■ and liis piet y, in a j ery cdiiyaig 
manner. 

In tJic ■siinlnicr, he returned into llie 
country ; found his C(Hisin lovely and ah'ec- 
ii^nmlc as evej', and liad n‘o great diilicuHv 
ill’iuitftrting her into all Jtlie niysteiles of" 
Scepticism. Tiiey both found it a cliann- 
ing thing'Vo be so nipcli-wiscr than their 
instructors; and wondered they coidd so 
long have been blinded "by pivjudices, 
whose absurdities visi'e so obvious. The 
young‘rfiCm went again to fpwn, became 
every flay more enlightened, ami soon dis- 
<i(;ovcrcd that marriage was a piece of 
piicst-craft—an ignoble bondage—a chain, 
which no man sense s^iouid submit to 
wear. 

He hastened to return to the country, to 
communicate to his cousin this imj/brtaHt 
discovery. Finding some difRciplty in con¬ 
vincing her unde'uftancfing of tbss^truth o/ 



this new hoc|[nne, he applied to the soft¬ 
ness of lier iiearl; he pretended to doubt 
of her alTection, ;jippealed to lier genero¬ 
sity, and—coni{)leted her ruin. 

Still the poor girl was not sufficiently 
convinced of thq,propriety of her-v onclut t, 
not to entertain some doubts and appre¬ 
hensions, wdiieh- the young pliilosoplier 
soon grew tired <.)f hearing. Finding that 
their connection could not be much longer 
c.onccaled, she gre*'" more iipportunatc, 
and he liste;ied to her iroportuh!.ty with 
increased indifference. At le ngth, t(.> avoid 
iier remonstrances, he came to Ardent- 
liall, where he had been introduced by his 
uncle, who jnade the offiy of his services 
to assist Sir Caprice in writing his book 
upon the Supremacy of Reumn, with whicli 
tlie Baronet is soon to enlighten the world. 
-—The young man willingly engaged in 
the task. But fatal are the effects of 
parly prejudices to the bcace of a philoso- 



plu'r! n is thoughts hccamcj gjoomy ; jii.'- 
speech lias often of lale hejen iueolier|nt- 
and every action het rayed tlic restiessness 
of a liiind' at war with itself. Even his 
zeal against the advocates of Cliristianitv 
hwi. in it a tlegaec of bitterness, which 
shewecrihat they still* rotained an a*utbo-’ 
rity over, his mind, at which, though his 
pride revdlled. his tindefstanding could 
not eonejuer. 

For thc-last.4x-w days, he had appeare.d 
to ex more than usual ’.spirits. He 
laughed, when he had no occasitin ; talked, 
t'vhcii he had nothing to say ; and sedu- 
lously sought the company of the ladies, 
whom he had W'fore neglecied with the 
frigidity onndiffcrence. Yesterda)^ even¬ 
ing, his spirits were raised to a jiitch which 
gave reason to suspect intoxication. When 
he retired to his .chamber, it apjieafs that 

he did not go to bed, but employed liim- 
' . ^ • •• . . * 
self in ^writing letters to his fatl%er. all qf 



vthich he haxi attain torn and scattered 
alfoet the room. At four o'clock in the 
mornin*)-, I he report of a pistol was heard; 
Slie funiily were instantly alarmed; the 
floor of his chanibcr was broken open ; 
and, on entering it, the firs-t object th.?-t 
“presenled itself to view, was tlwlijeless 
corse of the young philosopher extended 
on the lloor. <' 

On the table at which he had been writ¬ 
ing, lay two letters.- The .'first. Avas from 
his father, and feelingly descrijhiivc of 
the agony of a parent s heart, on the first 
discovery of a son’s unworthiness. The 
other was from his cousin. It pourtrayed 
the picture of a“virtuousr-.nind struggling 
with the dread of infamy, bitterly regret¬ 
ting the loss of peace and self-respect, and 
gently reproaching the author of its cala¬ 
mities, for depriving her of that hope 
which is the resource of the wretched, the 
comfort ,V/f'the penitent,'land the sov'ereign 
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balm’’for the evils of life! To her,” she 
said, “ hope was a shadow which had |ass; 
ed away., Once there was. a time, when 
she could have smiled at calamity, endured 
the severity of pain .with unshrinking re¬ 
signation, and, supported by faith, have 
cheerfuiiy resigned hei*sou] into the bosom 
of her Creator. Now, doubt and darkness 
sat upon tlie realm of ddeath; she feared to 
die, but- she had not courage to live,— 
Death,” she said, “ was the'only rPfuge of 
despair; to it fhe fled; to save het from 
the rejflii^aches of the world, and the tor¬ 
ments-df her own perturbed miAd;”—and, 
\vith an affecting apostrophe to the days 
of unspotted innocence, this unhappy crea- . 
ture* concludes ^feer melahchuly epistle; 

which, it seems, she had no sooner written, 

• • 

than she pat an end to her existence, by 
plunging into the sea!. - 

' Such has been the effects of petforming 
voi. ir, s 



*Poojah to System, in the family of the 
Scejtics! 

Blessed they, who can extract from the 
passing events^ of life the divine essence 
of wisdom I To me it is now made eviden^ 
‘that tlie EternarBeing, who fills all space, 
hath immutably decreed—that belief in 
his existence, and hope of his protection, 
shall be necessary to the soul in every 
region and in' every clime. This is the 
divine breath, or splat, o^tvhich it is said 
by a royal poet of the Jewish "s&tion— 
“ Thou sClidest forth thy spirit, titey are 
“ created; and thou renewest the face oi 
" the earth. Thou hidest thy face—they 
“ are troubledt/iou tak&it away thy Breath 
“ r-^they die, and return to their dust." 

, .May this life-giving spirit continue tc 
anjiriate the soul of Maandaaiia, ’^ith con¬ 
fidence in the mercies of the Eternal.!— 
c ‘;What can I say more )c 
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Reverence to 'Gcmesa /' 

The previous arguments of the philoso¬ 
phers, in praise of suicide, had not suffi¬ 
ciently enlightened the minds of the fa¬ 
mily of Ardent-Hall, to pi’event \heir re¬ 
garding the death of*young Sceptic as'a 
melail^oly catastrophe! Though the dif¬ 
ference of character gave a variety to the 
expression of their feelings, all,appeared 
to feel. The shock was univefsai. 

The worsjiippers of System, and t^e VQ- 
taries of Christianity, appeared, indeed, to 
be affected in a very opposite manner. 
The former, who had, fill this event* been 
so clamorous in support^of the pVetensions 
of their idols, at once stiliCk duipbr 



276 


Not one appca-l was now made to existing 
chru^mta/ivi's. Not one ray of hope darted 
from t/tc age oj reason. Nor did either 
general utility, or the Jitness of things, ap¬ 
pear in lliis juncture to aftord any comfort 
to their votaiies. Ikit while the lips of 
the philosophers'were sealed in silence, 
those of the C'hiistian religionists were 
opened. Their prejiKlices, indeed, appear- 
etl to have gained fresh strength ; These 
prejudiees, which are calculated to foster 
the sensihility of tht'" tender heart, and to 
increase the feelings of sympathy,'6e'emed 
likewise endowed with power to support 
their votaries in the hour of affliction, to 
.soften the rigour of anguish, and to pre¬ 
serve from the tyranny o^^despair. 

Lady Grey was the person who evinced 
at the same f.iine the greatest degree of 
sensibility, and the most perfect presence 
of mind: she deplored the untimely death" 
•of this'rash young mjfln, with the ihost 
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lively pity, tiixed with fecljngs of lionor 
and regret; but for Ids 'family, siull ex¬ 
pressed a compassion tliat rjcmdered her, in 
iny ej’es, the first of liunian beings. 

The consotation of that iinliapp^ family 
was the first olpect of* lier coneerii. Hav¬ 
ing seen Lady Ardent and the young ladies 
set off for the house‘of a friend, to which' 
they had been invited on the first accounts 
of the melancholy event, she hastened to 
the house of .flfilictitfli ; there to'ndngle 
the tc!^s of symjxithy; to speak comfort 
to the wounded heart; ami, by sharing in 
its sorrows, to lessen their severity.— 
Sucli, Maandaara, are (he offices pointetf 
out by the prejtf^ices of Clnistianity ! 


Deeming it improper, at such a junc¬ 
ture, to incommode the faitijly by the pre¬ 
sence of a stranger, I took my leave of Sir 
Caprice Ardent, and lef^ the Hall, impress¬ 
ed with^a deep seipse of the kiifdliess and 





hospitality I bad experienced beneath its 
rootV/ 

Full of melanclioly, T proceeded, with¬ 
out having fully determined on the iroutc 
I was to pursue. To London, I was 
averse to return, and yet knew not ho\v 
otherwise to dispose of myself. As I was 
debating this point with myself,-while the 
horses were putting to niy carriage at the 
third stage of iny journey, a chaise drove- 
up to the inn. Froui it alighted a gentle¬ 
man—but, O ye Gods of my fetiiers ! 
what was my surprise, on beholding, in 
this gentleman, my former guest Mr Den- 
.beigh, the friend of Percy ! He, who had 
at Chunar l&aded me with'so many marks 
qf kindness and affection ! Soon as the 
flutter of spirits which always accompa¬ 
nies an unexpected meeting, was a little 
subsided, he took from his port-folio a 
packet, oh which I soon recognized the ' 
hand-writihg of Maandaara. How did 
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my heart beat at tJie sight'll tear opefl 
the seals—I read. I licaj- \)f the w.^'Ifare 
of my friend, of the health of my ehilS. 
Ah !;my son ! my son ! What tender emo¬ 
tions does the mexjjfion of thy name raise 
in my bosoiy! When sl^ill the soft eheck 
of my child be patted by his fathtr’.? handi^ 
When shall my ears be gratified by the de¬ 
licious music of my darling’s gentle voice? 
Detested spirit of curiosity! too long have 
J sacrificed to thee the truest,, sweetest 
joys, that gem, the period of existence! . 

JMy^ heart is too fijll to proceed. May 
He, who is Lord of the Keepers of the 
eight corners of the world, pres'erve thee ’ 
May the adore;^! wife of* Vc,eshnu be the 
friend of my child ! ' 
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Denbeigh, at the time I yiet liim, was 
on his way to tlie place of his nativity, 
lie re([iiested me to accompany him to 
his father's house ; jind found in me no 
disposition to reject a proposal so agreea¬ 
ble to my inclination. We proceeded to¬ 
gether in the sarac^.carriage. Conversed 
of India—of,our friends at Cak‘v’^4-ta ;— 
talked of all the little incidents that had 
occurred during n)y residence in that city; 
the most trivial of which appeared inte¬ 
resting to th^ memory', oiyaccount of the 

pleasing ideas with which it was associat- 
< ^ < 
ed. Swiftly flew the wheels of our cha¬ 
riot, but more, swiftly 'flew the rolling 
hours, which were oepupied by this sort 
of conversation. 
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Ab'ovit noon, on tlie sccoiul day of oiif 
journey, we, by tlic dircctibn of Dcnb^igl^ 
struck into a narrow bCjC-road, which fol¬ 
lowing the course of i' clear .stream, wind¬ 
ed through tlic inifi^t of a narrow valley. 
As we entered upon this road, the agita- 
tion of my companioti became apparent. 
Every object that we j^assed, caused his 
heart to heave with .tender emotion. In 
every shrub he recognized an old acquaint¬ 
ance, and in every tree lie* .seemt'd to dis-< 
cover A long lost fritiid. “ Let us stop 
here,’^^id he, at a turn of th« road ; “ the 
bridge*for carriages is.half a nTile off, but 
I can take ynu a nearer way.” Sj9 saying, 
he leaped out of the carriage, and I fol-. 
loWed his example. My ’frieod surveyed 
the scene around, and the soft tear of de- 
light glistened in, his eyes. “ There,” said 
he, “ stands the^^ld thorn; hich, at the 
^close of evening, I used to pass will* such 
Plasty steps, not daring to look behind, 
from terror of the fairies, who'were said* 



to hold their, nightly revels beneath its 
boughs.' Ah! tjiere is the wood, wliose fil¬ 
berts were so fempting. There the pool, 
where I first ventuired to beat tiie’wave 
with iny feeble arm.-';'. On the out-stretch¬ 
ed branch of yonder beacli, was suspended 

t- < 

the swing, in wlfich'l have so often tossed 
my little sisters, wjio, half pleased and half 
afraid, squalled and laughed by turns, as 
they were made to fly through the yield¬ 
ing air.”^ 

We had now reached a little ru'#A^ gate 
leading into an orchard, in one of th'b broad 
walks of which we beheld an aged pair en- 
.joying the smiles of the meridian sun. A 
little boy and girl sported beside them, 
joyously picking up the apples, that lay 
hidden in the grass. 

Our approach was at length perceived.. 
The old "gentleman paused, and, leaning 



on his staff, cndeaA’oiircd to^ recognize us. 
(The emotion of Dcnbeigli*increased.4-H§ 
bounded forveard ; and ttakjng a hand of 
each,‘while the bursmig sensations of his 

lieart »choaked his iterance—uazed for a 

■ / 

moment on the revered faces of i)is parents, 
and in the next, was' in tlieir arms. His 
poor mother could not, for a few minutes, 
reconcile herself to 41)6 darkness of his 
complexion, which fourteen years, spent 
beneath the lustre of an liidian sky, had 
changed from the fair led and white, suc'h 
as no^^adorns the face of his little nephew, 
ijito the* deep brown shade that niarks the 
European Asiatic. The good la^y gently 
pushed him from her, to examine more, 
minutely the features whose more delicate 
lines were engraven on her memory. He 
smiled.—In that smile, she recognized the 
peculiar expression of hef .darling’s face, 
^and fondly pressed him to lier maternal 
bosom. 



During tliis scene, I stood a silent and 
imo^isetved spectator; nor was it till after 
a considerable len^rth of time, that Den- 
beigh sufficiently %colleclcd himself to 
introduce me to his plat en ts. To be-called 
the friend of their son, ensured my w el- 
emne; but, tliat I inigbt not be any re¬ 
straint on their conversation, I attached 
myself to the little folks, to whom Uncle 
Henry Was no more than any other stran- 
ger. 


As we approached the house, I ote'&rvcd, 
at an open wdndow which fronts the or¬ 
chard, a lovely girl, who seemed to view 
.the party with a^ greater degree of interest 
than curiosiliy afone could possibly inspire. 
Twice she came to the door, and twice re¬ 
turned irresolute. At length she was ofo 
served by one of my little companions, 
who, running towards her, called out, 
Uncle Henry is come! Uncle Henry is 
■oome! The words gav^ wings to her will- 



ing ftet; she flew down tlie w<ilk, and ir 
a minute her beauteous l4ci was* hi(j ii 
tlw bosom of licr brotljei;. 

. Tlie, shrill voice my little friend hat 
reached farther than the'parlour. Ily tin 
liihc we entered the* hall, the 'servant; 
weie assendrled.—The old nurse was th< 
first who-pressed fiirward to salute tlu 
stranger—by whom she was received witl 
the kindness due to her atftction<und fide 
lily. wo otltcr donwstic compaitions o 
his y^-ith still remained in. the family 

tears sjwke the sincerity of the many wel 

« 

comes they bestowed on the traveller 
while the hearty good-will with which In 
reefeived tlieir salutations,* gaye a convinc 
ing proof, that neither time nor dfctanci 
had changed the dispositions of his heart. 

IVIr Denbeigh, with that delicacy’of at 
tention which is peculiar to a ft;w chosei 
tnmds, provided for me an apartment in^ 




Metachj3<i houH.-. wliere my Hindoo sei- 
van{;S wcro furVoshed with every rc<jiusite 
for preparinii; our^inipie meals according 
to the religion aiKl''^ustoms of onr •coun¬ 
try. To tin's apartnk^nt I retired during- 
the dining hour of tlie family; and by the 
'time 1 returned, .1 found that an aajuisi- 


tion had been made to the happy party 
of united friends, by,the arrival -of the two 
married daughters of Mr Denbeigh, ac¬ 


companied by ‘the husband of the eldest. 
The countenance of this gentlcnia\i justi¬ 
fied the character given him by Dy^cigh, 
of worth and gooihnature. He wJis bred 


to business, and has by industry and appli- 

i 

cation, obtained an ample share of the 
gifts of foi'iunf, which I he enjoys \(^itli 
checifulness, and bestows with the frank- 

f t 

ness of a generous heart. His wife seems 


happy in his affection, and in the enjoy- 
ment'of a degree of good temper equal to^ 
iris own. ' 
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The countenance of the second sistei* 
bears a stronger resemb4nl'e to*th^t of 
my friend; it speaks a. soul endowed with 
supciior powers; a ^re refined sensibi¬ 
lity, j, more lively ^^rception, a more cul¬ 
tivated taste. VVdien the arrival of her 
husband (\yho had been detaineil hy the 
business of his profession, which is that of, 
a j)hysician) was avinouhced, I' marked 
the emotion of her spirits. She presented 
him to, her brother, with :tn air that seern- 
ed to ilemand bis approbation of hei'choice; 
nor was she disappointed ; the appearance 
of the young man was too jtrepossessing 
to fail of making an immediate interc.st in 
the favour of my friend, whose sentiments 
wc'ie no sooner perceived by bis sister, wht> 
eagerly watched them in the.expression of 
his countenance, than her eyes sparkled 
wdth delight.—In a few minutes more, my 
friend had the pleasure of embracing his 

two brothers: the eldest, whb is a year 

• • * *• 

■ his senior, is now prie.$t of the neighbour- 
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'ing village. A man of mild aspect, ami 

gentje wianncVs; At an early age, he 

made a sacriliee oCajnbitiou to lore, and 
•' ' ' 

married a young woman, wliose dower 
was made up of beau^,and good lenjper. 

Of Ibc numerous ■'offspring with w]ii( l> 
she has presented Igm, the two eldest re¬ 
side with their grandfather—the. youngest 
has but two days seen the light; and all 
the others their uncles have ])r4)m,ised to 
provide" for. So that the good man looks 

with a smiling aspect upon futurity. ■■ 

** • . 

The youngest brother of my friend, is a 
professor of the art of surgery. A dap- 
jtedlittle geirjlenfan, with a smart wit, and 
perfurrfed handkerchief. liis brother Hen¬ 
ry says, he is a little affected by a disorder- 
called Puppyisnii' but tliat he has sufficient 
stamina in his constitution to conquer the 
disease; wiiich, it seems, is a very com- 
luon one at his time of life. 


1 



■niS.-f 

j\\'\ri did Calii, ■ in proc^TCSs of 

li!'-'. cvi'iitfii! itiiiniey, iH'hold ;(■ iia*|)j)u'r 
nircit' ih.ni thai sm iiniiuicd the 

<.r .\i! 1 )ci)la.'ioli \\ lirn 1 saw 
'.Ih-iii'm! down at, tile sii()|i(,'r-ta!)li’, 1 he- 
111 tiiiiilv tile eitstoiii (if siiejaU meals 
not vi 1 toiaelIk')' ‘-t) ridieiilous as' I had hi- 
tiieil'i eoii'iidered it, At t.lie eonelusioii ol‘ 
the icpast, the eurdii’i wish oi liealt.h was 
miituallv e\e!ian'j;ed ; ami a o-lass filled 
'Ailh i.\'!iei'oii.s wine w'as pressed Jn the 
iqis of each, i'fi token of sipeenty, "Jdie 
rlieertjd son”- went louiul, e\ery \-oiee 
was in nnisou to strains of joy, -and every 
I oiintenanee was irradiated wit]i»the snule 
of satisfaetion. Before .tlicy parted for 
the niir’iit, llie oM w-entienian, "aeeordjng to 
a \ei) htiai’^e eustoni of liis own, knei’t, 
down in tlie 11*11(1(110 of his family, andj 
wliile the tear of joy strayed dow^i his 
Veiierahle thceks. .uifyied uj» tlie -sacrifice 

.Tiiiio 
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of lhanksgivin<^ to tlic throne of tlie Eter¬ 
nal !' 

Alas! this poor gejitlcman is not siilh' 
eiently enlightened to 'perfonu I’oo’pih to 
System. . He has never been eonvineed, 
that vice ^iid virtue are only (pialities of 
imagination; and is deplorably ignorant of 
all theories, save thakof a goofl eonscience, 
—Nor has his wife advanced one step tar- 
ther than himself towards throwing off 
the prejudices of C.iiristiani'iy. And what 
IS still worse-—the manner in which they 
have, rivetted these prejudices in the minds 
of their children, scarcely admits a hope, 
that any of them will ever become con- 
verts.io Atheism, or hart? sullicient spirit 
to cxcliange the iftorality of theii' Shaster, 
for the doctrine of external circumstances. 
On igaking iitcjuiry of my friend concern¬ 
ing the <^ause of this phenomena, he iitr 
formed me, that his father and mother, 
who were of different 'sects of Christians, 



agreed, that, the religion taught their chil¬ 
dren should not he indebted for its’sup- 
port to the peculiar dogmas of eitlier; but 
slioufd ebieily rest on the autlionty of 
that hJiaster, which has so deeply incurred 
tlic disj)leasuVe of the ])hilosoph<,‘rs,^—His 
mother w as the daughter of a priest of the 
sect of Dissenters, wlio had bestowed such 
particular pains on the eultiv.ation of her 

understanding, as actually <)ualihcd her for 

• ♦ 

■'onducting the education of Iter owm eliil- 
dren. 

It is, perhaps, to this uneoiwmon and 
extraordinary circumstance, that .the chil¬ 
dren of Mr Denbeigh are indebted for 
mane of those peculiarities which at pre¬ 
sent’ distingiiish ib'eir characters. It i,5 
iVom this cause, that the daughters have 
Itecome learned, without losing their |iumi- 
hty; that they aie gay, without being fri¬ 
volous; that in coirversatjon, their spiighD 
liness is Dee from the lightness of vanity, 



und Hic-ir scl'KiUsncss fioni the arnig-anco o! 
svli'-eoneeit. Mrs 1 )enl)ci<i-!i, not eonsidci- 
fny- th«“ preservation of ignoranee absolute¬ 
ly neeessaiv lorvanls the perfection ot' the 
I'einale eliaraeler, never sent her dau^'liters 
So tin; seminaries that are estai)hshed foi 
tiiat puipose, hut sntfered them, from in¬ 
fancy. to partake with llieir brothers, in 
tlie advanla.^es of sidid in^tlruelion. - ik'- 
iiie^ early taught to make a just estimate 
of tliine-s, they liairned liow to value the 
perl'ormanee of every dulv, nor was theii 
attention towards those annexetl by eus 
tom to tlieir situation, lessened Iroin a e<m 
sideratiow ol' tlieir simplicity. In theii 
minds the torch of knovvledi>'e was too 
i’ully lit, to lead to the (Aangerous path of 
singularity, into wliieh nnvjary feiAaies 
liave b^’ its feeble glimmering been so oft 
betrayed. I'can almost venture to assert, 
that the blooming Jwmna, at this moment, 
manages the doim.'stie egonomy of her fa¬ 
ther’s house, witli as much prudence and 



I • 

as could be expoctcH from the 
most accoiuplishe*! fcni.tio tliat c*\Vr issuoi 
tVoii! a i^c/Uect Ixic/rduig-sr^joi/l -That she 
ts as vhililul, as ahi’ctiooalc, as ohedieiil to 
lu-’r jiareiils, as it’ siie had ncvei looked 

mill au\’ hook but a Novel ; aixl will le- 

• • 

^ai'd-Iheir memory wtUt as much filial ve¬ 
neration, as it' they had ue\er furnished 
hei mind with an idva, or tauyht her any 
other duly, save how to dress and jday at 
eaials ' f 


'luf: week lliat lias elapsed hiucc my 
arrival at Violet-Dale, has been spent in 
alternate visits to the soil", and sons-in- 

•law of i\lr Dcnbeigh.' 'As the most beau- 

. » * * 

tiful symmetry of feature eludes the skill 
of the painter, so dy the (piiet satisfactians* 



of life, tlioug]) sources of ihe truest plca- 
.siiie, bid deiiance to tlie powers ot des¬ 
cription : I sliajl tlicrcfore ot tliis week 
only inemiou one little incident- Vihicb 
pleased, in sjtite of it s'siinj)ileit v : 

On tlie second rtay alter our airivai, 
vvliiie Mr and Mrs Denlieigh, and the 
lov.ely Kii'ina, were lislenivig, witii looks 
of eonipkieeney and delight, to tlie reeita! 
made by my friend of some of jiis. adven¬ 
tures in India, Mr Denbeigh w as inform¬ 
ed, (liat a person wanted to .sjicak y.iili 
him.—It was a country-man, who neing 
by,universal consent admitted into the 
parlour, declared his business. It was, 
to pay to tlm old gentlepian a small sum 
pf money, w hich, it appeared^ had been 
lent, with little prospect of return. He 
received for h's jmnctuality the eneou- 
ragenient of praise; and Emma, unbidden,' 
aro.se from her embroidery, to present him 
some wine for himself, yind sweej-cake to 



tako lionic to liis cJiildrcn. Tlie ])o 5 ( 
iiiiui was, by this kiiuliK'ss/eniboldfiu’d tt> 
loquacity. '* Yes,” said he to INfr Dcn- 
heigJi, “ I dety the whole world to say, 
that Gilbert Grub ever remained (Uie hour 
in any maihs debt, after he rvas able to 
get, out. of it. And as your honour* was so 
good to me in my necessity, and lent to 

me when no one else waJuld, it was good 

. . % 

reason to pay your honour fust. But, per- 
hajrs, you have not heard of the strange 
behaviour of Mr Damlcy?” 

‘“Mr Darnley ! ’ repeateil •Emma, sirs- 
[)ending her work to listen. 

•“ What of Mr Darnley?” ^aid Mr Den 
l)eigh. 


“ Why, sir, you must know,” said tlie 

» 

peasant, “ that old Benjamin Grub, who 
lir'cd in one of Mr Darnley’s frf-e cottages, 

• I * 

'to whom,,l am sure, both yourdiunour and 



U.t'sc 1 «(> hulic's h;nf ii-an\ 

and many a shilling, died on Ididav was 
eight da^ s ; and, on opening' iiis will, who 
do you think he should h.ueielt his ,sole 
l)ut -Mr l)a)'nle\ ' 

“ Whial could tlie poor eieatina' have h 
’leave: 'said Mrs Denheigh. "JieuasLhr 
v( iy picture oi'u leLehedncss.’ 

'■A^. S') he was,’ returned the garru- 
ioiis old man ; “ and that, w.ts the very way 
he took to serape together such a mine q' 
wealth, ^\ (:uld 'sou believe it, madam 
Jn the very lags that covered liim, iil'ty 
golden guineas were concealed, and a hun¬ 
dred more were tound in his house ; hal 
no matter for lh.it, it'it had been ten times 
as nuudi, it all went to I\lr Darnley. And 
though, to he sine, we could not hl.imc him 
for taking it, yet some of us thouglit it 
in*ain hard, that wlijle so many of his own 
llysh aiul blood were in a starving eondi- 



-'.or 

tion. -ull this store of \'. oalth sliould ^'o 
one who iuul cnouL;'h of hi^ o'wn 

’■ Itul, wliils! i)is own relatloirs left 1 iiiu 
to st<ir\e. had iie not heeii Mijipoi ted li\ M;- 

Daiidc) s ixntufvsaid'.Mr DcidH’iLth. 

• * 

• • 

.Av. that is tnief’ said l!ie jn'asaiii ; 

hut, as t.>id Sam (ii.'d) oi the Md! sa^s, 
if<m\ one of us h;id a-known ot Ifw wealth, 
V.<. u'ouid all lia\e heeu a.s'kiiid To him as 
tile squiie ' 

.\I* 5 ' Danilov nimhl eorlalnly to liavo 
made some ju'oseni to the old man's lela- 
tions,” said Mi Dcnhei^h. “ Ay, sir, I 
liiotiifht lie mi«hl lia' oiven, some small 
thino- amon<>; us,” said the )ieasanl, Iiiit 
novel eoiild have imaq-ined, that he would 
Jiave behaved in the way he did.” 

“Tio on," said Mr Denbeio'h, kililtini;; his 
i/rows 



Tlic cheek of fhinna grew pale v she 
rook, up her iieedle, but remained in the 
attitude of attention, rvliile tlic ])easant 
proceeded 

'■ You must know', sir, tliat after having 
had a long confahul'atiou with the sevxtofn, 
wlio is Ifimseif a Grid), the first thing the 
squire did. was to send for all the Grubs 
in the parish, man and woman, to come to 
tJje fumnal. Some of us wwre sp much 
stornaclied, that we did npt much like to 
go. But, says I, though Benjamin has 
been uimatfiral to us, that is no reason that 
we should be unnatural to him. So we all 
W'ent yesterday morning, at the hour ap¬ 
pointed, and found all things prepared for 
the fi'ineral—and a gallant funeral it was ; 

’ V' 

it would have done good to the heart of 
any of his friends to have seen it. When 
we returned from the church-yard, Mr 
Darnlcy, 'Who w'as himself chief mourner, 
desired us all to go hack wdth him to Ben'.s 



I’Olta'ge, where wine was ponrffl out for us 
hy Mr Darnley s butler, t^'Ho is himself 
very grand gentleman.—When wc liad 
dran'k a glass, Mr Dainley g’^tt u]), and 
said—“ IVIy friends,” says he, “ I hojic 
none of you. will have a'uy cause to repent 
the choice made by your kinsman oi a 
truslc'c, for the dislrihulion of his pro¬ 
perty, for I cannot, look’upon his Mall in 
any other light.—Here are twenty of you 
present. Ten grand-chiloVen of his ]>ro- 
thers, and as^many descendants fiom his 
xincles. To tlie first I haw allotted ten' 
guiucJls each, to the latter fivf, which dis¬ 
poses of the whole humlred and lifly 

found in his pos.session—and I hope it is a 

* * 

division with wdiidi you wijl all he satis¬ 
fied.” Wc all cried out with one voii'e, that 

» • 

his honour was too good ! too generous ! 
that he should, at least, keep one half to 
• himself. God forbid!” said he, that 1 
should take a farthing that mv'conscience 
■fold me was the property of another 



:’()0 

And ho looked so pleased, and so good 
huninured ' and ave \vci<‘ all so astounded 
with delight ! for your honour must know, 
that ten gtdneas to a poor man is a mighty 
sum ! Ah ! your honour can have no notion 
what it is, when a man lias heen working 
from hand to mouth, now scrambling ta) 
get out of debt, and (hen falling hack into 
jiovcrty—what it is to lie at once, as I 
may say, set above the world 

■d’hecy'csofEmmag'lisLcncd with delight, 
and the sweet, tint of the ojiening rose-bud 
again mantled over her lovely cheek.-‘—The 
peasant eonlintied— 

“ Well, sir, \vc vv’ei-e scarcely come do 
our senses, as I m.ay s.ayy when J'anner 
Stubble's cart came to the door, with old 
Martha Grub who kept the penny-school 
ou the' Green Common, and who broke 
her leg Iasi year on going up to the hen¬ 
roost. Wo> had every one of us forgotten 



old Martha, but were aJ) uiiljng' to clui* 
her share. “No, no,” .‘iiid the*’s(yiire ; 
“ you niu.st all keep vvliat you liave got, 
it was iny fault, for not heing* heller in- 
fornittd; hut IMartlia slrall he no lo^er, ’ 
said lie ; “ I* will give lier live guineas oul 
of iny own jrocket- Who would ha\ c 
ihought he would have behaved in sueh a 
manner r "■ 

“It'was indeed aeting'wry handsome' 
ly,” said Mr i)enheigh. 

“ i^hrhle, generous Darnhy !” said F.nuna 
‘ It is just what 1 would* lui\e expected 
from him!” 

The old man took his leave. —“ And 

• • 

pray,” says my friend, as soon as lie was 
gone, “who is Mr Dafnley ? Is it he 
wliom I well remenlher hieakiifg down 
your fences, in followhig his fo.x-hounds:” 
'■ No, jio,” relurped Mr Denfeeigh, “ that 
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Vas the ehier brotlicr of this Daiiilcy, 
who was then, in obedience to the will of 
his father, jjicparing- for the Bar. lie was, 
as you hav? just heard, too fond of justice, 
to be very partial to the practice of the 
law; and on the death of that elder bro¬ 
ther, who broke his iieck one niornin'o; in 
hunting, he come down to Darnley-Lodge, 
w here he has ever since resided. • 

“ lie WaS soon discovered to be a very 
strange, whimsical sort of a creature, by 
the neighbouring ’s((uirt^.—The sufferings 
of a poor timorous animal, harasse'd by 
fatigue, and tortrared by tht“ag-onizing sen¬ 
sations of excessive fear, w(‘re not neces¬ 
sary for his amusement, lie could enjoy 
much pleasure in walking oyer a fine 
country, without being the butcher of 
either hare or partridge; and take delight 
in rambling by' the side of our river, 
thongh his Heart never felt the triumph 
of4jeholding"*the dying struggles of a poor 



uoutT^or exulted in its vritbing agony’ 
wliilc tearing t!ie barlxai dart ttoiu it^ 
lacerated entrails. His injnd sought for 
other’objects of gratilication. 'The study 
of nuHcralogy and botany, an ex(|ui.site re¬ 
lish for the beauties of nature, refined l)y 
• * • 

an acciuaintance willi 'the sister arts of 
poetry and painting, gave sufficient inte¬ 
rest to tho rural sccHcry, without any aid 
from the misery of inoffensive animals 
To the’ amusements of eleganl literature, 
he has addcT those of agricidtural im 
jjrovemenl. He eome.s heie to take 1113 * 
advice about the latter; and yn the for¬ 
mer, 1 believe, he comes t(fconsull Emma, 
who will (five you the best account of his 
taste.” 

Emma, at that moment, veiy suddenl} 

recollected something she .had left in her 

* • 

own room, for wliich she went m p-icat 
haste, and the .old gj^^ntleman proceeded. 
At the time that our acquafntance with’ 
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‘.Mr Dainley cnmnicnced, Einina, uas in 
Jicr ,‘'C\ ( nic'cnth year. IJc iouml licr mind 
more c'ldtixated than is common with 
<>irls of tlial aye, and took dcli^iit in im¬ 
proving- licr already’formed tasle.* ilis 
conversation was'fir .siijiciioi, m'jioinl of 
tleganee and inforniation, to tliat ot any 
jiei.son .slie had <>\ er met with; he.sides, it 
mnsi he confessed, that tiure is a charm 
in the manners of a man who lias seen 
somelhiny of I lie world, and iiecn accus¬ 
tomed to mo\e in the iippei circles oi’ life, 
which is \eiy captivating to a delicate 
mind. I saw tlie ■ impression that was 
made on my jTOor Fanma's, and tremhled 
for the peace of my sweet child. I I’car- 
ed, that by aoqniring a ta.ste for that sort 
of reii'nement of sentiment apd manner.s, 
wliich is so rarely to be met with in the 
country, she ni'glit injure her future hap¬ 
piness. I know not if Darnley jierceived 
my uneasiness, hut lie soon took an ojipor- 
tunity of speaking to me on the subject. 



iie !nl<i tnc, his fur in\ 

4 

(luuuhtor sliuiiU! lontr agu have U*i hriii Uj 
jiiakc proposals (o me e.ii i.K'! aeeotnil, hut 
ihal till- dispafily ot’ slieii ave's hari reii 

de:e(!»hini anxious (d make sueh an iiileresl 

* 

in her esleei’i. as miylil. sapfdy the plai'c 
of liiat romantn’ passiOm mliieh, flmino; 
IJie leion oi' hmey. is deemed esseiilial to 
nuptial happiness. ? appio\ed of liis eon- 
<!mi, and told liim, th.al. in tegaul to my 
<!au”htti.s, I had laid dow n a rule to nhieli 
I .had invana^ily adhered, and Uia! was, 
neveV to o'ive my eonsei'it to "their enterinii 
into any en<>;a<>'emenL'before they had en¬ 
tered tlieir twentieth year.’ 

‘‘ 'Fhen ymn dhl not intend they slioufd 
marry nahijis,'" said my friend. \V by, 
we Indians never think of any tliin<; be¬ 
yond sixteen.” 

“Then yon <lp notjhink of the bless- 
ng of mutual happines.s,” .sai(l"lii.s fathcc. 


\()i. II. 
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“ Why lint r" returned my t'ncnd. ' H e 
think of liappiness in tlie possession of 
youtli and heai’ty ; and our yonn<>; wives 
lliink of it in tlie enjoyment of our for¬ 
tunes.-—-Is not Uiis heinp,' mutually liapjiy r" 
“Short-lived hapjiinessl' rejoined his fa- 
(liei, “ which is certainly extinguished by 
satiety, and probably succeeded by disgust. 
—The lirsf. sight synijialhy of souls, " <-on- 
linued Mr Denbeigb, “ is laughed at by 
any well educated girl ; but such an union 
of minds as includes a simi-larity of taste 
and sentimeni ; siwh a degree of esteem 
as is essential to mutual eonfidence, is, in 
my opinion, altsolutcly necessary between 
two j)eo])le, wdio are to be bound in parl- 
nershi[> for life. Ami is .a girl of sixteen 
a proper judge of t he (pialities necessary 
for such an union r”-—•“ Hut, if I mistake 
not,” returned jhy friend, “ the age of INIi 
Darnley very nearly doubles tliat of my 
sister.” “ I'rue,” replied the old gentle- 
)<nan; “ but Mr Darnle.y does nqt many 



Enuha mciciy on account of her prclA 

t;Rc, Neither does she ;hesto\v heivifi'ec 

• 

tions on his forlune. 'J’he lender tViend- 
shijJ that already snhsi.sls hetn'een ihcm, 
is cyniented l)\ esteem t*oi leal virtues. 
If il had been othervtise, it is not I\Ii 
I>ai'ide\ s lortune (tdous^'h tar he\ ond w hat 
a child of mine is hy any means enlitied 
to) that should liavrf' ti'ihpted me to wit 
ness llie saerifiee ot'her future peace." 

Here the yvod yentlcmian u as intturupt-ed 
hy the entrance of tliis very Mr I)aIlde^'7 
who‘had come to pay his eotnjiliments to 
the family, on the arri\id of my'friend, 
(lis noble as[Jlct and graceful manner, aj)- 
parently'justitied all that ha,d been said in 

his favour; and the sweet blushts> that 

% 

spread themselves over the countenance 
of the fair maiden, on wue.xpectedly be¬ 
holding him—told, thnt the old gefitlernan 
liail not been wrong in his T'onjectures, 
concerning the state rif her luiirt. 
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Bill, whal (loos Maandaara iltiiik. oj' llu- 
doclianc'of i>lr DonlK-itijh - Not sidfci a 
♦iaiitijhU’r to riskr into an rn'rap,'*.incnt of 
maniaii'c Ixldio sho is twenty'j'wciily ' 
—wily I went} is old vnou^h for a j^yaiid- 
niollier! I fear lli'e reasonings nt’ ■Mr Den- 
beig'li would make as lew eoiuerls in llin- 
doostan. as in the, Englisli seininaiics, 
where young ladies air- ^ciUecHy iuhicutcd. 


W’r, have jiMt returned tVom spending 
the day with the eldest dalighter of IMi 
Den hei gh. 

The eonipany asseinhled were numerous 
and gay, ainl the enteriaininent given 
them hy the merehant, was at onee sub¬ 
stantial and-splendid.—I should not, how¬ 
ever, have thought of mentioning it, but 



foi ilie s.'iTce of one ol llie >>H!Cs1s, wlioso 
bcliavumr will give \ou ,■<01110 idea ike 
manners :t)ul conversation kiI' siieh people of 
stifle as lire sulfered lo go al)i'oa4 atler the 

loss *01’ tlieir senses.—When such people 

* 

visit, tluT fnake use of the cyinjiany as 

• • 

tlicir Chubdars ;* and alvvays keep then) 
waiting f(w their appearance such a lenglli 
ok time, as may giTe thein_ sullicient op¬ 
portunity for disciis.sing their hirih, titles, 

* • 

and situation. This lady was accordingly 
announced, IVcfore her ajipearance, to he 
lhc“'wil'e of a rceruiti.'ig .oTficer, and iif- 
teenth cousin to an Irish LoiaL—a circum¬ 
stance', of which we iniglil haw remained 
in ignorance, had she anived at the .same 
lime with the rest of the coilipanv. 

W'hcn she entered, the lieighl of the 
«'hourie that adorned her head; the length 

* The serviiiil whose business it is to proclaim tlit 
titles. 
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ot' l)u‘ trail) of silk wliich followed her 
into tlie room, and wliiel) did not disdain 
to \\ i])e tlie feet of the i»enllenien ; the 
seanty sizi; of the veil of modesty, wlheh 
coveted, or ratlier, which did not e )\ er 
hei hosom ; the (juickness of lier step, the. 
undatinted assurance of licr mein- all spoke 
tlie consciousness of her ow n superioiity 
I listened to Iter conversation with the 
most, jcspectfid attention, till she nicntion- 
ed a circumstance, that at once struck me 
witli astonishment ahdliorroi. lamdon, ’ 
she said. “ was now hecome cpiite a desert, 
not a sinsjle beintj; remained in tow n. ’ 
London !'’ repeated I. “ London ! that, 
populous city, whicdi was late tire residence 
of so many hundred thousand people; is it 
possihle, tliat it can so suddenly liave hcen 
rendered licsolate?” “ Lard hless me,” re¬ 
turned tlie lady. “ every hotly knows that 
there is not at this titne a single creature, 
in London : and so I told the (’aptain be¬ 
fore we went, but he would go, and staid 



■’-vlioio ten (lays ; you never knew any 
tlnn^ ,so l)on i(l I Not one Creatiwe was to 
iic seen ’ 

“ Horrid, indeed,'" repeated 1 . “• Alas = 

poor Doctor Severan, what, in the <;'enera! 
(•aiandt',’. is l)ec()in(? of him A smile 
wiiicli sat upon the faces of the company, 
and locik of eomyassi(m witli which tlie 
l)enevoienl Mr Denheigh at* that moment 
seemed to regard my informer^ made me 
suspect her insanity; jind she, imked, said 
enong]) afterwards fully toyontirm my su*^- 
pieion. 

Poor tlfmg ! she was so incapable of 
concealing her misforluhe—tlrat slie seem- 
cd to pi(}ue hersell" on having faiiiterl at 
the sight of a red gown in the montli of 
July, a convincing j)roof,that slie was not 
then in the possessioai of lier uiukustand- 
ing.—The derangefnent of lx*r fiiculties, 
may, perhaps, be accounted for, from tljc 



many ami .y/iofks she has met H-illi 

in a cou,'iir\ Ijv n, where )iei iiushanl is 

■i ' ' 

un for tun at e I y < j u a ?' t e rec i. 

“ TiwJrigk/s, ' siie saul came to visit 
iier, ami some of tlieir heads vcere hideous, 
that she liiougltl slic •should liave died at 
the siglit ' No wonder that such a eireuin- 
slanee should liave prodiieeii fatal ejects 
U})ou a feeble ndnd. Like most ])eo^)c 
who labour under this sort of delirium, she 
was allogelher uneonseioiis of her unhappy 
situation, and really seemed to enjoy a. 
fancied pre-eminence o\ er tlie daughters of 
Mr Dcnbeigh, and many oilier females of 
sound mind, who were assembled upon 
tins occasion. “ iVlas ! pom lady,’" said I 
to myself, how pitiable is thy situation ! 
IlcAv much more would it have been to 
thy advantage, to have possessed one grain 
of the good sense of these aniiahle females, 
whom thy folly holds in such derision, 
than to have been cousin to all the 



jonls in ClirisU-iulom' Jfad ii,()i lliy m.i 
fad}' l)spuoh1 hliudiu'.ss tu i,lifnc oylas, jiioij 
niii^'htest, doublk'i^h. liavc Jiehcld in the 
sliects of London. ihonMinds; and ten 
thousands of thy sopenors in the scale of 

huinan exeeilence ! '.Bilt iJnis il is, that 

* • 

life dust of folly wliii'h.is shaken inlo llic 
eyes hy tlic liand of atieclalion. jiroduces 
ihe false per<-e))tion tif ohjects 

May ,we ha\ e our ev es eniiplllened hy 
the (aillyriuin.t of jud<y«ien1—so shall we 
iie able to observe ouiselve'^iu the .minor 
of trulli * 


* CoUvriiiin. Ciude Atitiiiiony, -.iiul sonitliiiies 1 c;k1 

• * * 

w around to an imi>alpal)lc powdet, llic people 

• , 

of India put into tlieireves, l»\ iiM'aiibofa [Kilislied wire. 
They fanry it clears IJie sij'liU and increase? the luslie 
'>t'the eve. 



1 HAVE liiid tlie unexpected salislaetion 

of beholding tlie sisj’er oi’ niy first Engiisli 

friend. Yes, Maandaara, (’liarlottc Percy 
» , 

is now the guest of Afr Denbeigh, and yon 
may judge how inueh sueli a circumslimee 
has auginented'the j)leasurc of Zaarmdla. 

I did not till lately discover, that Morley 
farm was in the neighbourhood of Aholet- 
dale, and not many hours elapsed after the 
discovery, till, in company with Denbeigh 
and his sister Emma, I w'cnt to visit the 
late residenee of the benevolent old man, 
w hose character is still spoken of in this 
neighbourhood, in terms of respect, grati¬ 
tude, and affect ionr The weather was se¬ 
rene and tem])erate, such as at Almora we 
frequently enjoy in the depth of w'inter ; 



;L wa.^wliat is licic called a fiiu" autumnal 
nioniiii)^. 'I he trees, which weie so l;»lel\. 
clolhediii tile lively ol'llie .\Jiissuiniaii Pro¬ 
phet,’ha\'e now assumed a yreafcr variety 
«,)t eoliiunn^’—while some haw had their 
o-reci) coals (.handed into the sober lint of 
ilie cinnamon : and ollmis ha\e taken the 
lawny hue of tlie orano-e. 'l’h<' Icaws of 
mam. w hich, like nns:racions children, had 
foisaikcn their parent stem, rustled in our 
path. Of all the \()cal inlialiilants of tlie 
w (tods, one littdc bird alTinc, like the faith¬ 
ful friend who reserves liis* seiwices for 
the hoar of adveisity,' sitting oji the lialf- 
stripped boughs, r^iised till' .sof[ note of 
consolation to the deserted grove. 

Emma, wjio wms oiu conduct less, sai^l 
she w'ould take us by the private road. 
W'liich hart been a few years ago ma<le by 
Mr Morley and her faUier, to facilitate tlie 
intercourse of tiieir Ejinilies. We soon 

arrived >vhcre the wooden bridge l;ad 
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stood; but alas! it, \\'as uow no loiii^ci 
passablt'. A tcov of its ])lank.s half tloalcd 
on the stream—tlie vest liad been earried 
away by the tanner, to make up a lireaeli 
ill tJie fence. “ Ah !' said Emma, could 
poor i\lr Morley now see that bridge!— 
but do not mention it to my fatlier. 1 
know how it would vex him to hear of it." 
AV e jiroceeded on ancther road, ami, at the 
distance of a few pat es from the hou.si#, we 
met u'itli a second disapjioinlment. At¬ 
tempting to open a small gate that led to 
die fiont door of tile house, a little boy 
came out ti'i tell us tliat it had been nailed 
up, and that we must <^0 through the yard 
W'here tlie cattle were feeding. 

I’hiima begged we might ^ proceed no 
farther, and we were about to complv 
witli iier reipast, when the wife of the 
person who now reiits the farm came to iis. 
“ Ah ! how glad Miss Percy will be to see 
you. Miss !' cried slie. 1 did not think 



ifiat my son could have l)ccn.J)ack iVom 
rhe dVic so ^oon.' 

‘‘ illiss I’crcy ! ' said Ihuina. •“ What of 
Miss I’crcy : W'licn did voii hear of hei r" 

Did vou not. kno\V lluil she came lieie 
yeslcidav relumed tlie woiiiaii. “ She 
sent a •ietlei to let, you kiiow that she iu- 
teiided goinu; over lo the Dale lo-ni”hl. 

“ Sent a lellyr !" relurwed i aniiia. Cha-r- 
loUc, used not lo he so ecreuionious." 

“ Indeed she is 3iot, what she used to 
he," returned the farmer's wife. “ She is 
so’inelaneholy, that 1 never,saw llu^ like. 
Soon after she came, yeslerdav evening', 
she went out to the garden, and, would 
you believe it.'' the siglit of the jjotatoes 
juy husband planted in the place niy old 

master used to call Ids W-lveDWalk, and 

, • 

which Ilf used lo have mowu<ivery week. 



(though tli,c grass was good for nothing, 
(o Iw SMi'c, luit’to he swept away ^Is if il 
liad been nilthisli), and wliere he used to 
sit of an e\eiung in the (juecr-looking 
eliair, that now, wlicn it is turned upside 
down, does so well for a hay-raek for the 
^'oung eahes; would you iielieve it. lier 
eyes tilled witli tears at the very sight ot 
it r Now , what could,,make any one cry at 
llie sight of a good crop of potatoes, is 
more tlnui 1 can imagine. Ihit, .says my 
liushand, don t you see tha,( it is hehig .so 
s’erv lonely that makeii Miss so melan- 
ciioly ? So I went to her, and though she 
said she liked to he lonely, I would not 
leave her to herself the whole evening.” 

‘‘ A’our company w ould he a great relief 
to her .spirits, to he sure,” said Denheigli. 

“ Yes, for certain,” returned the good 
woman, “ though she took on a little still 
And when she went into the paddock, 



ulicrc the little policy tliat ..IMr JMoilc}^ 
used to lidc about the farui uo\e rfiiis, LaJ 
6ec Miss, says I, if there is pot your uncle's 
poney; 1 dare to say it knows* you. She 
held ,out her hand; and called it hy its 
jiaine, and, ’ivonld you'beliesc it? it no 
sooner heard her voit'e-than it came scam¬ 
pering up.—I’oor Mopsy, said she, as she 
■stroaked its ears, and again the tears came 
into her eyes. She turned away, hut the 
h’east still followed In-r, neighiTtg, till \\c 
came to the gate. She* then so begged me. 
to leave her for a few nuimtes, that *1 
Avent*on the other side of tin! hedge, and 
saw her go hack to poor Ahipsy, and laying 
iier hand upon its head, as it held it out for 
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lier to stroak—she hurst inUi tears. Dear 
heart, says I, Miss, don't take on si"); my 
husband will buy you a surer-footed beast 
than Mopsy, at any market in the country, 
for live })onnds. 



I’odi ( harlol tc !' said Kninia : “ biii 
u hv'‘lid'slic ex[n),sc licrsclf to this tortuic 
'J ilt' gfiod troinan stared at I'aniua, vvhc 
(iecliiicd lisleiiiiiu' to any more of lier eon- 
lersalion , hut, demanding whieh. wav iier 
cousin had walked, she hastily lecjiicstcd 
ns t(' follow 


“ ilow nicely this -irrave! walk tised to 
tie kcjit ! ’ said Emma (as we walked alonu'; 
“ and see how it is now dcstroM’d. 'I'liese 
slmibs too, so brokvn dou icliy the cattle, 
hbu th.e ^oovi old Mr Morley used to 
(lelighi himself in faking care of them 
lie is gone ! and, alas ! how (juickly arc 
the favourite objects of his attention likely 
to jievish !—but the remembrance of his 
virtues shall not thus fall into oblivion.-- 
No !’ continued the lovely moralist ; ‘‘ the 
trees he has jilanted may be cut down by' 
sordid avarice ; and the hand of brutish, 
stupidity may root out the llowcrs of hi'^ 



garden; Inil liis deeds of’ henoynlcnce and 
eliarilv shall be held m eviTlasLing* rewieiii- 
hranee 

Wd; were now arrived at tlie gate of a 
meadow, wliieh was alhiosl cneireled hy 
I he stream. A narrow’path winded through 
the plantation of young trees that orna¬ 
ment erl' its hanks.—At tlie root of one of 
these trees, I jiereeived a small bright 
object glittering in the rays of tl*c sun. I 
approached it.eand i'oufid some leaves ot 
ivory, fastened by a silver ehis|), whicli, on 
touehing it, flew open', and discovered the 
hand-writing of Miss Percy. , “ It is 
Cliarlotte’s tablets,” cried Emma. “ It was 
in these she used to sketch .the effusions 
of her fancy^on any subject that occiirred 
—It is still so,” continued she, turning 
over the leaves. “ Here is some poetry— 

slie cannot think it any'breaeli of faith to 

• ^ 

read it." “ Read it theiij” said her brothei, 
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She complicfl, and read as follow,s- 

Whv, sliades of Morley! will you not ini))art 
Some ronsolation to niy griel-worn mind ? 

’Mid your dclightfUI .scenes, my sinking heart 
Had hop’d the, sweets of wonted peace to iiiid 

Dear scenes of .sweet content, and careless ea.se, 

V\ here in unchanging bliss the seasons roHM ; 
Where winter’s storm, or„sumuier’s genial breeze. 
Could some peculiar beauty still unfold. 

'file fdiariuer hojre (hen perch’d on every bough. 
And sung of/riendship true, aiifl love sincere ; 
While fancy twin’d her wreath round youth’s fair 
brofiv. 

And mcm’ry’s annals mark’d no transient tear 

But now—Uie charmer hope is heard no more! 

fl'oiw arc my youth's lov’d friends ;—for ever 

*» 

gone ! 

J’he dear delusive dreams of bliss are o’er. 

And all fair fancy’s- airy train is flown! 

Sad mem’iy now must these lov'il liauiits invade 
With the dark forms of i(<any a hearl-lfclt grief. 



VV’illi bosom’d sorrows, silent as this shfide, 

• • 

Sorrows from lenient time that* scorn relief. 

\s l(eeacli well known object niem'rj- clings, 

She bids the tear of deeji regret to florv; 

* 

To every former scene of bliss «he brings 
' The throb of anguish, and the sigh of woe. 

As she retraces every blissful hour, 

Here spent with chccrfut ho|K', and youthful joy, 
Hope lost! joy gone for ever ;—-- 


The tears wliicli liatl fallqil on the re¬ 
maining lines had rendered thejn totally 
illegible. Those which suflhsed jlie bine 
eyes of the. gentle Emma, stopt her utter¬ 
ance ; she hastily put the tablets in her 
pocket—and ivc proceeded in silence. 

In a spot that was peculiarly sheltered 
’w a row of beeches, whose leaves have 
aow assumed the colour pf the dried cin¬ 
namon, stood the femains of .^n arbour. 
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wliicli had.once been covered with the 
most' Ircautifu! creepers this iingenial cli 
mate can prodeee, hut whieli, unsiipport- 
e<l, now feh upon the ground : no had em¬ 
blem of the mind of their former mistress, 
who sat at the entrance of the arbour, on 
the trunk of a fallen tree." Her counte¬ 
nance wore tlie traces of melancholy, hut. 
tlie manner in vcliich ohe received the salu¬ 
tations of my friends, shewed that her 
licart was still capable of the most animat¬ 
ed afi'ecLion. Me' too slie received with 
kindness ; though the ideas associated 
with my jipjrearancc gave a perceptible 
emotion ,to her already agitated s])irits. 
She made an etfort to banish the melan¬ 
choly ideas which had of late been so fa¬ 
miliar to her mind ; anel haviim satisfied 
Emma as to the reasons that induced her 
to sto]) at. Morley farm, she cheerfully ac¬ 
quiesced in ])cr proposal of returning with 
us to Violet-dale,,where she was received 
■with tlie cordial wclcoiTie of sinwere aifec- 



tion; and where, in the happtne.ss of liei 

» 

friends, her own sorrows hppear th b* fo);- 
'jfotten. 


In this temple of domestic bliss, the 
(light of time has been so inip*erceptibk*, 
tliat-a whole week, Kdiich has 'ela])S’e(l 
since I laid down my pen, ’appears but as 
a day. 

We know that one of the fourteen pre- 

• • * ‘ 

cious things which were produced in the 
churning of^ the ocean, was a learned ]>ljy- 
sician ; hut which of the sages of the tribe 
of Vaidya ever contrived a remedy of such 
approved efficacy, as the conversation of a 
faithful and judicious friend ' 





Such a one has Miss Percy cxpcricncctl 
HI the fatlicr of Jfenbeigh. lie has already 
convinced her, .that tlic indulgence of nie- 
iancholy, instead of being an aniiiihle weak¬ 
ness, ratlier deserving of admiral ion than 
censure, is, in reality, e<|ual,(y sellish and 
sinful. It is, he sa^ 's, tlie height of ingra¬ 
titude to llse Ciiver of all good, peevishly 
to refuse the cn joynuint of the many bless¬ 
ings that are left us, because we are de¬ 
prived of'a few, whicli were i]i their very 
natures perishable:—“ Put, alas !’’ replied 
Miss Percy, what is left to those whose 
earliest aiui dearest friends have been 
snatched from* them by the hand of 
death r” 

“ Much is left to all,” replied Mr Den- 
bcigli. “No one, who enjoys the blessings 
of health, and a peaceful conscience, can, 
without ingratitude, repine. The proper 
discharge of the duties of life is a source of 
happiness to every well regulated* mind." 



327 


' ‘‘ But how circumscribed arc tlie limi(* 
of those duties to a fenuift, wlu) has uo 
longer any parent to attend on ; no family 
to ntaiiafrc; no fortune to l)es1ow in deeds 
of charity; and who has it little in her 
|)ower to he useful, eve'll to a friendr” 

•t 

“ And is the gift of reason then no¬ 
thing f” retorted A|r Dcuheigh. “ And 
arc the powers of t he mind to lie dormant, 
hecause, forsoolli, you have imt now the 
management, of a fauMly? or iheVcxcrcise 
of .the benevolent dffcctictns to he giren 
u]i, because you have. not'a fortune to 

ft 

build ahns-liouscs ? These are the mere 
subterfuges of indolence. Believe me, my 
dear Charlotte, that whoever seriously re¬ 
solves not to suffer any opporttmity of 
benefiting a fellow-creature to pass'unem- 
])loyed, will find, that the power of doing 
good is not circumscribed within Very nar¬ 
row limits. 
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' 'Why (Icl nic ask you farllioi) slioukV 
vour inhui, ciVltivafed as it. lias hocii by 
education, and iiupnncd l)^ listening to 
the convers-ation of tlie enlightened and 
judicious ; why should it not exert its 
powers, not only tor your own entertain¬ 
ment, hut for the iusi'ruetion; or iuno'^tiit 
anurseinent of others r” 

Ah ! sir,’’ returned Charlotte, ‘‘ you 
know' how female writers are looked down 
upon. The women fear, and hate; .the 
men ridicule, and dislike them.” 

‘‘ This may he. the case Avith the mere 
moh, who receive every prejudice ujron 
trust,” rejoined IMr Denheigh; “ hut if 
the simplicity of your character remains 
unchanged—if the virtues of your heart 
receive no alloy from the vanity of author¬ 
ship ; trust me, my dear Charlotte, y'ou 
wall not he 'the less - dear to any friend 
tha.t is deserving of your love, for having 



rV)])loyc(l your leisure hours ir^ a way that 
is both iniiueciit and rati(j?uff.” 

« 

Tl'ius did this venerable old man pci- 
Miade, Miss Percy to .reconcile her mind 
to the evils .of lier destiny, and, by tlie 
exertion of r4'tiviiy,* V) seek the road to 
eontentment. Nor has his atlenlion been 
eouiined to her. IMj.' also, he Inis' honour¬ 
ed with much of his instructive conversa¬ 
tion. •lie lias been parlieularly solicitous 
to kiiow my opinions ?oncerning nil that 
I luive seen in England ; land exjiccting 
to reap aihantagc fi'fnn.his hbservations. 
1 have put into liis hands«i ertpy of all my 
letters to you. These it was easy for me 
to give in ihighsh ; it having-been my 
custom to write down such convcfsalions 
us 1 intended to recite to von, in tlnh lan¬ 
guage, and after having given it to some 
I'higlish friend to levise, have from the 
corrected cojiy made the translations im 
iended for vour use. 



Mr Dcnbei<i,li w;is much enterlaiurh 
’uith iiiy. accuun*: of iJie philosoplicrs, hut, 
said, “ if it was known in England, ]}coj)lc 
would think tliat 1 intended to turn philo- 
sophy itself into ridicule." Thus it is tliat 
the designs of authors are mistaken ! Per- 
ha]).s this is not llwonly pissage in my 
letters that might, to an Englisli reader, 
appear to he ahsurd.,—Happily they w'ill 
never be exposed to any eye, save that of 
mv friend.'--It is therefore sulficient, if to 
him they convey a picture of the truth, 
such as it appears to the mind of Zaarmilla. 

I have already hinted my astonislunent 
at the number of new books that are every 
year produced in England ; hut, now that 
I know w'hat these hooks have to encoun¬ 
ter, before they light their w'ay into the 
world, my astonishment is increased ten¬ 
fold ! Many and various are the evils wdiicli 
these poor ddventureis have to encounter. 
Besides the 'smarting, though superfieiaJ 
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pounds, whicii they may expyet to recei'^e 
from the sjnull-sliol of tke'hulie.s*:uiil ,i;eii- 

w * 

tlenien 40///ee/A/ edticalcd,^ who call every 
thitls*- s'lip/d that is heyoiul the limits of 
their sieiidei eom])rehifusions, they have to 
sustain the hlovfs o^' those who cut 

dowm every liiiiig as'/yn/.w/rye, that swerves 
from the beaten track over which they 
have •been aecustojncd to trot. Should 
they be endowed with sul'lieient strength 
to survive the attack of froth These adver- 
sjirk's, they .have still to jrass before-tlie 
fotniidable jrhalanx i)f lle\iiewers; each of 
vvliohi, like the mighty C'arfiecya,'* bran- 
dishes in liis hundred •arms a luindred 
instruments of destruction. These terri- 


The Hindoo Ciod of War. lie is repn;s(^^t<:‘(lt\vitli 
six faces, and a number of bands, in .each of rvliicb tie 
bnmdisbes a weapon, lie rides upon a ptaeodv, and is 

usually found in company Vitb bis mollier Parvali, or 

%* 

the Mountain (ioddc.'S, one of tlie eliaTaclers of the con- 

» 

soil ofS(;e\a. See Asiatic itesearcbe^, \ol. ii. 



Lie Cienii are said to judge of books Ir;’’ 
liie sii'ell; and xvd'en that has hapj)ened to 
be offensive to tlieir nostrils, have been 
known, l)y o'ne w ell-aimed dart, to transfix 
an unfortunate book to the shedves of the 
booksellers’ shops for ever. Put with the 
powerful is found mercy. Trlstcad of the 
dread weapons of war, these imitators of 
the sons of the mour.tain-born (loddess, 
sometimes eondeseend gently to tickle the 
trembling aciventurer with a feather pluck¬ 
ed from the plumage of the peacock. ' 

’ ' I 

Ah ! if ever friend of Zaarmilla’s ven¬ 
ture to send forth a book into the world, 
may it tiiid these terrible Reviewers in this 
favourable' mood ! May its perfume be 
pleasing to their nostrils, and its form find 
favour in their sight!! 



I HAVF just received a Idler froiiTrny 
ii'iend Sevo^in ; it f'^)ntains the (lesirable 
inidrmation, tliat a ship will in a lew 
weeks sail for liu^ja—the commander of 
which is his particular frietul. In it I shall 
take my jaassa^e ;—and* if the powerful 
Varuna is f;.ivourahle to my prayers, sliall, 
in the progress of ;l few cdurning inowns,' 

agaih behold the blessed shores of Iliji- 

« 

doostan. O tliought replete with exlacy ! 
How' docs the bosom of Zaarmilla pant for 
the period of thy realization !~iYet shall I 
not purehase that lelicity, withoift* liaving 
paid the debt of anguish, in maiu^a tear, 
before my eyes can be solaced by behold¬ 
ing the companion.s of my yofitli, they 
jnust liavc been moistened whtli the sorrow 
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o; an fk’nial separation from every Eng 
lisli iiieiuL 

(V. «. 

I'Voin lliis amiable family, from the wor¬ 
thy Deiihcigii, and the excellent Se\ eran, 
I shall have been parted for,ever.—But 
the rememOrance of-tneir vir(,ucs shall he 
the comjranions of my life; and the idea 
of their happiness slial,I solace everydiour 
of my existenee. 

I 

Nothing can equrd tlie delight of my 
tVieiid Severan, it the success of his ex¬ 
periment; which has opened a new lield 
for discovery, of which he will not he slow 
to take possession. It is a pceuliar ad- 
\ antuge attendqnt upon science, that the 
gratitication it affords is not more delight¬ 
ful to the indii’idual, than hcncticial to 
society ; and it is this consideration that 
enhances every cnjoynicnt of the scientific 
philosopher. 



\ 1 cannot help thinking, th^t this sort ifl' 
{>iniloso]i]iy is more tavouiahic to*1110 iiap- 
pincss of liiM'olaiics, than tluit soi^, pro- 
fessCtl at Anlent-llall ; but this may he 
owing to tlfc advanta^ges cnjDyed lyy the 
former, of a liapjher metliod of eonducTiiig 
their experihjents. *lt certainly Joes not 
arise in tlie latter fio^n any want of zeal, 
or from a haekwanjness' to repeat experi¬ 
ments, that have already been found mi- 
sueeessfnl. As a proof oi* this,* my fiiend 
Seeeran info]m'> nie, that Mr Axihm Jias 
persuaded Miss Ardent to accompany Inm 
to tile (Continent, on an eXjserimenl ol 
abstract principle, which, ]ie says, “ should 
put a learned female above the censure, of 
the world.” Aly friend seems-to doubt 
whether the result of this experimt-nt will 
bring peace to the poor lady’s bosom*; and 
adds, “ that it would be no less surj)rising, 

to sec the flame of Irlic taper brighten on 

• 

being plunged into mcjdiitic air, than that 
a female, who bids defianco to modesjy 



;..k 1 (Ic'conini, slioukl preserve her Jionou'', 
and licr peace.'’ , 

Miss Ardent has resigned her charge of 
the youngCi dangh,ter of Siiv Caprice, to 
Laiiv (iiey. d'he a.‘ldest daugliler of the 
]]aronet, the Novel-reading ^.lulia, has, it 
■seems, .sidl'ered nuiqii from tlie nnexpeeted 
metamorphosis of a charming swain; who, 
soon after lie had introduced himself to 
lier ac(iuain[ane('', as a hero of exalted sen¬ 
timent and tender .s.'msibilily, was unforfu- 
nately reeogni;5:cd by certain sagacious 
men, from a jilace,called Bow-street, to be 
one of the tribe ,pf swindlers. The disco¬ 
very gave such a shock to the nerves of 
1 ,he young lady, that s*lic has been ordered 
to a pktcc called Bath, for the recovery of 
licr health. Thither her father and mo¬ 
ther have accompanied her ; and there the 
former, at the instigation of a teacher of a 
sect called Methodists, has renounced the 
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:^oo)ah of System ; and, instead of buiM- 
Hi”- a liouse for spanow^s t’o make honey, 
he now iiito:>ds lo erect a church for the 
edifiealion of the saints. Thus dolh one 
follv succet^l to another, in 'tiie breast of 
him w ho is void of aH ]>ennanent princi¬ 
ple !— May ,the mind of MaWdaara be 
furnishe<l by Ganesa^with the protecting 
slneld of jurlgmen/, an’d preservetl from 
the evils of instability ! 


As this letter will he sent hy a small 
vessel called a Packet, which cafries dis¬ 
patches from this government to th^ coun¬ 
cil of Calcutta, it will probably reach the 
happy region of Almura some weeks before 
thy friend. 
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'1 anii( i])at‘’ llic roniments wliicli llioi 
win i^iakv iIn couic'iils. 'i lioii uij, 

(ihst'i \ tlial Id cxU iul oiii ddw K'doa- ol 
|!k‘ world, IS hul to hecor.ic arajiiani i c'd 
will) JU’u ' iiiodcs of jriidt,', v anil\', .ind 
iolly. "I'liDii will |)Vit'ei\(' lhal in I'aiiopc, 
as in Asia, an atrcclcd ^.iiiwnlaiiiy ot’lcn 
passes for sujjenor vdisdoni; iiold asseiiion 
1di tnilli ; and siekii t'astidioiisiu-ss I'oi 
line derie.n'y t(i'senliinenl. d'lion w ill see 
lhal the jra’isioiis oh men are e\ei\ wlieu 
the sa'.ne; and tliat the vaii‘-ty made -''v 
tlic' idol oh Do-dor Seejrlie (existinp,' en- 
eiimshaiu'es) is not in llie jrassions tliem- 
seheSj hut in the eomjrlexion oh the oh- 
ieels w hieh exeitc them. 'hJioii w ilt re¬ 
mark, tliat thoupli \iee and holly have the 
a])j)earatiee oh being- er eiy where pualoini- 
nant, ‘that it is only the supeilieial obser¬ 
ver, who will hroin thenee inter the non- 
existened oh wisdom and virtue. These 
ba\e been ti'aeed by Maandaara to the 
bosom oh reti'enient, wIktc he will hate 



■ liifin in snalleriiio- llu\ 

y\\/'vi hlnssoins oi' (ioinnsjik'* pcaua' ; aiu! 
iliongh tile toiji-h (it'\anil\ “lares in..' on 
!neir-(In ellin“', and tlie lnin^» of fame 
sounds nol aUt heir af)|)ioac’h, he" dilicver- 
llu'less lia\e remarked jeilli pleasuie .,'if 
e:^lenl of their siieki rei“'n, annh with 
Zaai India, will pily I hetman who ean t’orin 

a donhl t)f tiieir exislenee.- 

« 

(■)!' the \ arions*reli“-i(Mis‘ot' l lje I'aiyiis]), 

J ii.'ue “iven you a fyll and dislinel ae- 
rount. \ on w'iil jjei'i'eir e Liy il, that nyi- 
u it hstandmy the progress ot. [)hdo,sophy. 
and the ri'port of Sheeiinaal, ‘that lhal of 
('hi istianily is not //et oiiire/i/ tji/t/c/; but, 
t.lfal, like virtue and whsdom, it has .still 
some adlierents, in iJie retired setuvs of 
lij'e.--\ (in *w ill, perhaps, not liave .hcVn 
able to diseo\ er how tlie [iraetiees enjoin¬ 
ed bv its preeepts eaji be injariems to so- 
eielv ; and inclinetl*to tlhnk, 4 hat the lore 
of a Ijging- of iiijinite* wisdom and good- 
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,‘R'ss, and sucli a RovcrniiH'iil of iht- pas¬ 
sions as onaLk’s a man to love his nci/h- 
hoiir as liiniself, can do ny ^roat li inn to 
the woiId.r-()bno\ious as the precejds 
wliicli eoce.iand piiril v of heiit, unfeigned 
fill I) iilil\, saiK'lit}; of morals, and simpli¬ 
city of n.anners, may be to the philoso¬ 
pher, you \\ ill con'hide that they have, in 
reality, been fonml as little detrimental to 
the repose of the individual, as the expec¬ 
tation of everlasting felicity has been to 
his happiness. 1 am sorry, that the want 
of success attending the experiments ol 
the worshippers of System, presents me 
with nothing to oppose to your conclusions 
better than assertion ; hut if yon haA e hall' 
the complaisance df the people of England, 
you will think that ought to he sufticient 
to ovetturn the dictates of common sense, 
though confirmed by the experience of 
ages !—Such faith do these good people 
[ml in the as,<ertions of philosophers ' 
a 



341 


[ am calkal from my pen lo witness ;• 
ce emony calied Sipninp- _tbt Selljements, 
wlueh IS preiiniiiuiry to the marriage of 
!\!r Dainley and the l)looininf>; Emma. 
The (lav afrwr to-morrow is ti.e- 1 lor then 
nuptials, and on tlie day following, uk- 
a.niahie Inide departs with her liusband, 
loaded nilli jsaternal blessings. Though 
fverv thing is lo he eondiietcd in common 
foini, and exactly in eonfovlnily to Chris- 
liaii preiudiees, tl do not* know hut this 
gentle and unassuininp; girl may have as 
great a chance for hajspine.ss, as if she had 
gone ‘oif with her lover on ar. experiment 
of abstract principle. 

“ May the conduct (rf those,who act 
‘‘ well, atford pleasure to the mind!—May 
“ you, ve good, find friends in this \, orid! 
“ hlay virtue be for ever to he found!" 

In reading the letters of a friend, may 
the goXlncs.s of'^fis intcntiim be put in 



;hc; 1);il;inco wilii his errors; and when 
l!ic Jonner Is 't’jiiud predoniiiiairl, nuiv lijie 
iaIle.Mw eonsiifned lo ohhvinn * 

” tm .■* 

W hia c>:uvl say more 
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